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Dear Staff, Students, Parents and 

Carers, 

Once again I find myself reading our newsletter with great 

pride.  There is so much to celebrate and be thankful for at this 

half-way point in the academic year.  

Our Year 11 Maths results in 

January from early entries 

in November were very 

encouraging and put us 

in a strong position for 

the Summer 

examinations.  The 

birth of Mrs Lesovaôs 

son Aidan (on the left 

in the picture!!) is a 

real cause for celebration and a timely reminder of the symbolic 

meaning of Spring. 

As the snow melts away in our memories and the sun begins to shine 

brighter and warmer, the feeling of Spring fast approaching fills me with 

renewed energy and optimism.   

In Spring, the axis of the Earth is increasing its tilt toward the Sun and the length of daylight rapidly 

increases. The weather begins to change and ground and air temperatures warm significantly causing new 

plant growth to "spring forth," giving the season its name.  

Spring is seen as a time of growth, renewal, of new life (both plant and animal) being born. The term is also 

used more generally as a metaphor for the start of better times. So as we go to our half-term breaks and 

embrace the chance to rest and recharge, we look forward to another chance to start afresh, renewed and 

committed to even better times ahead.  At Oasis Academy Coulsdon, our learning culture and ethos 

provides our students with the opportunity to renew and refresh their commitment to learning and becoming 

better citizens every day. 

Year 7 presented Mr Millar with an anthology of 

poems.  See inside for details 
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YEAR 8 IMPACT DAY 

 A series of workshops organised by the 
Humanities Department, where Year 8 

students learn about personal safety and 
citizenship issues from outside agencies.  

The Red Cross taught me how to bandage someone and how to put 

someone in the safety position if unconscious. I can now tell the 

difference if someone is unconscious or sleeping.     Noah Cockram 

 I think the Fire Brigade workshop was the best because they answered lots of questions about fire safety 

and what they do in their jobs. They also told us how to prevent fires 

around the home. We were given an application form for free smoke 

alarms. It was a very good day and I would definitely recommend 

IMPACT Day to the Year 7s next year.                 Amber-Adeyemo 

Clayton 

I enjoyed the Fire Brigade session because I learnt some really good 

information and I understood it very well.  When I watched the clip 

about that boy playing with fire, I understood well what would happen.   

I already knew how dangerous it was.        Shannon Quinn 

CEOP ( Child Exploitation Online Protection) 

During the CEOP session we learnt about being safe on the internet. 

We saw how people pretended to be children on order to hack into 

peopleôs Facebook pictures. NEVER add anyone you donôt know.        

Tim Broom  

Special Crime Directorate (SCD) 

The area branch of the Metropolitan Police murder unit and they 

were talking about Joint Enterprise.    Ryan Gordon  

I liked the Youth Inclusion Support Panel because it taught us 

about ASBOs and what some of the consequences are if you 

break certain agreements such as eviction if you live in rented 

accommodation.   Alex Garbutt 

I learnt about a website called www.thinkuknow.com and you 

can report internet abuse and the police will check out the 

person. We got a letter and a CD on how to keep yourself safe 

on the internet      Sean Collard  

Netty showed us how to help someone who is unconscious and how to 

tie a bandage in a sling for someone who had been stabbed. Netty 

explained that anything we had on us except jumpers could be used to 

block stab wounds. óNever remove the knife because it could cause 

more damageô, Netty said.    Clare Fowler 

 

http://www.thinkuknow.com/
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We got to practise on each other using bandages and slings. 

Afterwards we learnt what to do in a scenario where someone is 

unconscious. 

It taught us to stay calm because our care could mean life or death 

for the person you are helping. We ï as the rescuer- are the first 

link in the first aid chain.    Lauren Hazeldine 

Choose a different ending:  I enjoyed the final presentation with 

Chantelle Walker-Goode in Year 10 because it was and interactive 

and it involved everyone which was good. We had to use our 

judgment to choose the correct or incorrect option and see the 

consequences.  Esther Amedume 

HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY 
On 27th January 2011 a group of eight Year 10 

students represented the Academy at the 

Croydon Holocaust Memorial Day. 

The victims of the Holocaust, and victims of later 

genocides in Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia and 

Darfur are remembered on this date every year. 

The 27th January was chosen for this Memorial 

Day as it marks the liberation of the largest Nazi 

death camp at Auschwitz-Birkenau. 

The theme for the memorial day this year was 

óUntold Storiesô and a presentation was given 

which focused on the personal struggles of 

individual people and told stories of their fear, 

pain and suffering.  

Representatives from schools across Croydon attended the event and presented readings, poetry and 

music chosen to commemorate the victims of the Holocaust and subsequent genocides. 

Rosie Long represented the Academy and performed a song called óChangeô which is about challenging 

difficult ideas and attitudes. The song was very well received and offered those attending a moment to 

reflect on the stories they had heard in the presentation.  Well done to Rosie, and the other pupils who 

attended. They were excellent ambassadors for the Academy at this thought-provoking event. 

 I am writing to express my sincerest gratitude for the contribution from your 

students and staff to this yearôs Holocaust Memorial ceremony of 27 

January.  I thought Rosie sang and played her song quite beautifully, and 

am pleased to inform you that the Council has received many positive 

comments from guests and colleagues on her performance.  Thank you 

again for your help in making this such a memorable event. 

Councillor Avril Slipper, Mayor of Croydon 

 

Mr Pelling did special 

assemblies during this 

week to commemorate 

the victims of the 

holocaust. 
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ROTARY YOUNG CHEF  
2011  

In a very closely contested cook-off, Daniel 

Borer in Year 11 won the Academy heats of 

Rotary Young Chef 2011 with his exceptional 

Seafood Pasta.  Daniel then went on to 

represent the Academy in the regional finals 

where he competed against catering students 

much older than himself.  His cookery skills 

were praised by the judges, but he missed out 

on being placed in the top three contestants. 

Well done Daniel. 

We would like to thank 

our friends at the Rotary 

Club of Coulsdon 

Manor for providing 

such a wealth of 

enrichment and extra-

curricular opportunities 

for our students. 
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Mrs Goodwin would like to 

remind students that they 

must always have the 

following essential maths 

equipment: 

2 pens, 2 sharp pencils, ruler, 

rubber, sharpener, protractor, 

compasses and a scientific 

calculator (Recommended 

Casio fx 83 or 85 GT)  

Calculators will be on sale 
from Mrs Goodwin.  There will 
be an equipment check for all 
students after Half Term. 
 

YEAR 11 EARLY ENTRY GCSE MATHS SUCCESS  
We are delighted to report that as a result of our intervention and 

support strategies within the Maths Department, Year 11 early entry 

GCSE Maths results already exceed last summerôs total and we 

are now firmly on course to smash targets. Students are now working 

towards improving their grades gained in the November early entry 

exam without having the added pressure of securing a óCô. 

We are confident we will be reporting record numbers of students 

achieving 5 or more A*- C grades including English and Maths later this 

summer. 

FORTHCOMING MODULE EXAMS 
Tuesday 1st March:  Year 10 Maths Module 

 1hr 15mins (whole year group)  

Wednesday 2nd & Thursday 3 rd  March:  Science Module Additional 

Science Year 11students only,  

2 x 30 minute exams 

Friday 4 th March:  Science Module  GCSE Year 10 students only. 

Young Enterprise   

Students in Year 11 have the opportunity to take part in the 
national company programme ɀ Ȭ9ÏÕÎÇ %ÎÔÅÒÐÒÉÓÅȭ 
The students are currently preparing for their first Trade Fair. PLEASE SUPPORT THEM . 

 

  

LOVE IS IN THE AIRé ON THE PLASMA SCREENSé IN THE BAGS 

OF SWEETSé.  As part of their Prom fundraising efforts and also their Young Enterprise 

Business Scheme, Sammy Allen, Hannah Peploe and Chloe Walton came up with a range of fundraising 

ideas for Valentineôs Day.  Students could purchase sweets, write messages for display on the plasma 

screens or send a private message via óCupid Postô. So far theyôve raised over £100.  Great ideas girls!                                                               
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ENGLISH 

World Book Night represents the most ambitious and far-reaching 

celebration of adult books and reading ever attempted in the UK and 

Ireland. 

On Saturday, 5 March 2011, two days after World Book Day, one million 

books will be given away by an army of passionate readers to members 

of the public across the UK and Ireland. 

One ógiverô has very kindly nominated our Academy to 

receive copies of óLife of Piô by Yann Martel, to give 

away to our students. 

World Book Night will also be distributing copies of books to places that might otherwise 

be difficult to reach, such as prisons and hospitals. 

ROMEO & JULIET 
A group of Year 8 students, accompanied by Miss Swan and Mr 

Matheson went to Fairfield Halls in Croydon for a matinee 

performance of Shakespeare's 'Romeo and Juliet' on Friday 4th 

February. 

After the show, the students met the cast and director to ask 

questions. The actors were delighted to share their experiences 

and our students asked perceptive questions which showed off 

their knowledge of the play that they have been studying this term. Connor Warner was invited by the actor 

playing Benvolio to take over the role, as he has performed it so well in lessons! We were also fascinated to 

learn about the fake blood used in the fight scenes (baking powder mixed with water - very convincing but 

apparently not a nice taste).  

All of our students were immaculately presented, behaved impeccably and were excellent Ambassadors for 

the Academy. 

  
 

 

Year 7 had fun learning 

 poetry terms 
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Strawberry Odes: Year 7 Poetry by Matthew Lavelle 7a3 
 

We have been learning about odes and we read an ode by John Keats called 
óOde to a Nightingale.ô We discovered that the poem was not just about birds 
and nature, but about life and death.  
 
So that we would feel more inspired to write our own odes, Miss Swan gave us 
each a strawberry which we had to describe using similes, alliteration, 
personification and metaphors. Then the strawberry was covered in chocolate 
sauce and we wrote some more description. Finally the strawberry was topped 
with thick white cream and we described it again. You can probably guess what 
we did next! We found that they were sublime, which is what the Romantic 
poets were talking about. 
When we had our descriptive words and phrases we created poems which we 
then typed up on the computer and added illustrations. Finally, our poems were 
made into a book which we presented to Mr Millar and Mrs Moisan. 
 
I think this is a good way to write poetry because it shows the real feelings that you have about the subject. 
I felt really pleased with my poem because it explained the true feelings about how someone would feel 
about their life. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The bright red strawberry makes you feel ecstatic 

The snow covered red mountain dripping with 

Brown blood 

The sensational texture when you sink your teeth into it. 

Dripping with brown blood itôs a way to a 

Different dimension 

The avalanche of cream teases my taste buds 

Luring me in like a fish on a hook. 

With my taste buds having a party 

I sink my teeth into a portion of luxury 

The feeling is of infinite ecstasy 

For every moment of it. 

 By Abdul Mohammed 

My red pumping heart glistens,  

And a glorious sensation sets on every one 

of my senses.  

Itôs as if I have woken in a land of my own      

Or slept through a dream so beautiful.   

The fruit basket calls my name,         

So tempting it was,  

But I block them out as my eyes,  

Land on the love of my life.  

My Strawberry.  

Its body is as red as a little blushed girl,  

Its eyes brightened like a disco ball,  

Its shape is as curvy as a sphere,  

It smells like a strip of juicy fruit.  

Its stalk is as green as an Oasis Academy 

planner.  

  

Its taste, oh its glorious taste,  

Made me feel like I was lying on a bed of roses. 

The love of my life,  

My strawberry. 

The love of my life,  

Reminds me of when I was young. 

When I first saw this lovely Strawberry,   

Oh what a great day that was.  

I ran to the Strawberry that day, 

And that was when we fell in love.     

I ate the Strawberry with chocolate and cream.      

The love of my life, 

 My Strawberry. 

By Tamah Gayle-Morris 

 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://3d.usachoice.net/3D-strawberry.jpg&imgrefurl=http://ipkitten.blogspot.com/2005/10/strawberry-smell-decision-next-week.html&usg=__wwn7w1GXTJtO7xw9U9No8GY5SAk=&h=504&w=389&sz=34&hl=en&start=20&zoom=1&itbs=1&tbnid=3xY2uXOD-UtiZM:&tbnh=130&tbnw=100&prev=/images?q=strawberry&hl=en&safe=active&sa=G&gbv=2&tbs=isch:1&ei=LM5KTf70OtD84AaB1dDnCw
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://3d.usachoice.net/3D-strawberry.jpg&imgrefurl=http://ipkitten.blogspot.com/2005/10/strawberry-smell-decision-next-week.html&usg=__wwn7w1GXTJtO7xw9U9No8GY5SAk=&h=504&w=389&sz=34&hl=en&start=20&zoom=1&itbs=1&tbnid=3xY2uXOD-UtiZM:&tbnh=130&tbnw=100&prev=/images?q=strawberry&hl=en&safe=active&sa=G&gbv=2&tbs=isch:1&ei=LM5KTf70OtD84AaB1dDnCw
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://3d.usachoice.net/3D-strawberry.jpg&imgrefurl=http://ipkitten.blogspot.com/2005/10/strawberry-smell-decision-next-week.html&usg=__wwn7w1GXTJtO7xw9U9No8GY5SAk=&h=504&w=389&sz=34&hl=en&start=20&zoom=1&itbs=1&tbnid=3xY2uXOD-UtiZM:&tbnh=130&tbnw=100&prev=/images?q=strawberry&hl=en&safe=active&sa=G&gbv=2&tbs=isch:1&ei=LM5KTf70OtD84AaB1dDnCw
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://3d.usachoice.net/3D-strawberry.jpg&imgrefurl=http://ipkitten.blogspot.com/2005/10/strawberry-smell-decision-next-week.html&usg=__wwn7w1GXTJtO7xw9U9No8GY5SAk=&h=504&w=389&sz=34&hl=en&start=20&zoom=1&itbs=1&tbnid=3xY2uXOD-UtiZM:&tbnh=130&tbnw=100&prev=/images?q=strawberry&hl=en&safe=active&sa=G&gbv=2&tbs=isch:1&ei=LM5KTf70OtD84AaB1dDnCw
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://3d.usachoice.net/3D-strawberry.jpg&imgrefurl=http://ipkitten.blogspot.com/2005/10/strawberry-smell-decision-next-week.html&usg=__wwn7w1GXTJtO7xw9U9No8GY5SAk=&h=504&w=389&sz=34&hl=en&start=20&zoom=1&itbs=1&tbnid=3xY2uXOD-UtiZM:&tbnh=130&tbnw=100&prev=/images?q=strawberry&hl=en&safe=active&sa=G&gbv=2&tbs=isch:1&ei=LM5KTf70OtD84AaB1dDnCw
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RAISING ASPIRATIONS ɀ 
UNIVERSITY VISITS  
Each year a significant number of very able students fail to 

gain places at good universities because they do not realise 

the opportunities available to them and are lacking in 

advice and experience. 

Eight Year 11 students visited Cambridge University in 

January: Aneeque Safdar,   Chloe Walton, Fabi Peerbux, 

Drishti Patel, D'Andra Buchanan, Samuel Opiyo, Adam Fry, 

Connor Norris. 

 

They showed a real awareness and maturity 

in tackling the topics discussed. The session 

gave them useful advice based not only on 

the subject choices they make at A - 

Level, but also their choice of degree course 

should they wish to pursue one.  

 

Trip to Wadham College, Oxford University 
On Thursday, 3 March, a group of students will visit Wadham College, University of Oxford, for another 

Aspiration Day.  The trip is funded by the Academy as 

part of our Gifted and Talented scheme. 

We are privileged to be invited to Wadham College, 
Oxford, to enable students to see Oxford University, 
speak to Undergraduates and gain advice about 
applying to universities in general. 
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A group of staff within the Academy have 

recently undertaken the roles of Gifted and 

Talented Coaches. 
Their role will be to mentor and support students identified as 

outstanding, and to meet with them on a regular basis to 

discuss their achievements and aspirations whilst at school. 

The aim of every Gifted and Talented Coach is to encourage 

the students they meet to become lead learners within the 

Academy family, keen to excel and take on a range of new 

challenges.  The Gifted and Talented Coaches are Mr 

Shorney (Year 7),   Mr Grant (Year 8), Ms Lindsay (Year 9), 

Ms Smith (Year 10) and Mr Matheson (Year 11). 

 

 

INTERESTED IN 

SINGING? 

 

 

1:1 singing lessons available from a 

professional voice coach. £130 per term. 

See Miss Ugono in the Music Room for 

more details. 

 

Work Experience 
Year 10 are currently finding their Work Experience place ments for July. They have a hard act 

ÔÏ ÆÏÌÌÏ× ÁÓ ÌÁÓÔ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÅØÃÅÐÔÉÏÎÁÌȢ  7Å ÈÁÖÅ ÓÅÔ ÔÈÅÍ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÅÖÅÎ 

better!  

All applications have to be handed into Mrs Butcher before the end of the Spring Term.  The half 

term holiday would ÂÅ ÁÎ ÉÄÅÁÌ ÔÉÍÅ ÔÏ ÓÏÒÔ ÉÔ ÏÕÔ ÉÆ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÖÅÎȭÔ ÁÌÒÅÁÄÙ ÄÏÎÅ ÓÏȢ 

¢I9 a!¸hwΩ{ {Ih² 

Sunday 6th March, 6.30pm 

Fairfield Halls 

The Oasis Academy Coulsdon Choir 

will be singing at this wonderful 

celebration of youth music and arts. 

Tickets available from Fairfield Hall 

Box Office 
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SCIENCE 
 
Here at Oasis Academy Coulsdon we are committed to looking after the 

environment.  Linking with the Friends of Oasis Academy, we have 

started packaging and paper recycling and are now beginning to recycle 

ink cartridges and mobile phones and we can really gain from your 

support.  We are working alongside a company called óSupport our 

Schoolô on this project.  This scheme will help us raise money as we will 

receive £1 for every ink cartridge and up to £130 for each mobile phone.  

Not only will this contribute to the cost of much needed school equipment, it will 

also help our staff, pupils and the schoolôs wider community achieve a more 

sustainable approach to the use of cartridges and mobiles.  

The recycling bins are in the Hub and will be emptied daily.  Recycling bags 

have just been sent home with students and another set of bags will be 

distributed in April.  

Friends of Oasis Academy have announced a competition:  The Mentor 

Group who recycles the most, will win £100 to spend however they wish!  Return your bags to your 

Mentor who will record the number of items in each bag.  

CELEBRATING SCIENCE SUCCESS 
 In the Science department we have been celebrating  students who have 

made the most progress so far this Academic year.  A trip to London Zoo will be 

organised in March for 30 those who make the most progress. 

 

 

3 sub-levels of 
progress 

4 sub-levels of 
progress 

5 sub-levels of 
Progress 

6 sub-levels of 
Progress 

7 sub-levels 
of Progress 

Kathleen OôConnell 
Daniela Stremtan  
Habeeda Khoyratty 
Marta Teles-Oliveria   

 

Alvin 
Turyatemba             
 Solomon Babukhan  
Esther Amedume 

 

Chianna Gittens  
Lilija Kologyji  
Georgia Poulier  

 

Kurtis Edwards 
Elizabeth Peters 
Shelly Allen  

Jacob Jeal 

£100 

REWARD 

CONGRATULATIONS TO 

SHELLY ALLEN WHO HAS 

BEEN NOMINATED AS THIS 

I![C ¢9waΩ{ ²Lbb9w 

http://supportyourschool.co.uk/
http://supportyourschool.co.uk/
http://supportyourschool.co.uk/
http://supportyourschool.co.uk/
http://supportyourschool.co.uk/
http://supportyourschool.co.uk/
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GEOGRAPHY FIELD TRIP 
Forty-four Year 10s and three Year 11 students visited Pevensey Bay, 

Eastbourne and Birling Gap as part of their Geography fieldwork 

coursework in late January. They were accompanied by Mr McCullagh, 

Mrs Kavanagh and Miss Long. The weather didnôt let us down (until the 

very end) and the pupils and staff enjoyed the opportunity to spend a day 

out of the classroom. Having completed a module about rivers and coasts 

the trip enabled the pupils to see examples of what they had learnt about in the class room first hand. 

The purpose of the trip was to look at the physical and human features of the 
coastline in the area and to describe and explain how they varied. Many of the 
students mentioned how useful they found being outdoors and seeing 
examples of geographical coastal features like cliffs and beaches. 
 
The students are now in the process of using their research and data that was 
collected on the day to produce a written report which forms 15% of their final 
GCSE grade.  
 
Congratulations year 10 on an enjoyable and successful field trip and good 
luck in your coursework write up! 
 

HISTORY 
The increasing importance placed by the present 
government on both Geography and History meant that 
Mr McAllen had a very busy Year 9 Options Evening, 
with plenty of interest from students keen to study the 
subject at GCSE. He strongly recommends that those 
students who have opted for History spend some time, 
before the start of their Key Stage 4 studies, becoming 
familiar with the GCSE syllabus and what they will be 
expected to achieve.   
 
Year 9 students have also been working on aspects of 
American history as part of the GCSE Humanities 

course and it is suggested that students make good use of the relevant revision links at 
www.schoolhistory.co.uk in preparation for this exam. 
 
In Key Stage 4 all students are continuing to work steadily towards their exams in the Summer.  The focus 
for Year 11 is the completion of their study of Germany and the submission of their second piece of 
assessed writing whilst, the Year 10 students are continuing to work on aspects of American history.  It is 
vital that all students are properly prepared for these exams and it is strongly recommended that they seek 
advice from either Miss Dadswell or Mr McAllen if they are unsure about what support materials they could 
make use of in advance of these exams. 

In Key Stage 3 in addition to their continuing studies a 
number of activities are being planned for the coming 
months.  For Year 7 Mr McAllen plans to run his annual 
visits to the site of The Battle of Hastings after half term 
and is also looking at opportunities for Year 8 students to 
visit the National Army Museum in Chelsea or National 
Maritime Museum in Greenwich later in the school year.  
 

http://www.schoolhistory.co.uk/
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The Alternative 
Nativity by Year 
10 BTEC Group 

The recent Drama trip to see the West End Show, The Lion King 

proved inspirational to our students, some are now considering a career in musical theatre. 

Students loved the show and said they were hugely grateful for the experience. They commented on the 

performers having excellent voices and finding the costumes and puppets outstanding. 

The studentsô behaviour was exemplary and they were thoroughly engaged in the experience. 

Watch this space ï there are plenty more trips to come!  

Year 10 Drama Group success! 
The Year 10 Drama Group's Alternative Nativity was very popular at our OAC Carol Concert at St. John's 

Church. Rector Paul Roberts was so impressed with the students' performance that he immediately asked 

the group if they would be able to perform at the St John's Church evening Carol Service the Sunday after 

term ended. The pupils readily accepted the invitation.  

Unfortunately, that weekend we had yet more heavy snow. However, the students rose to the challenge in 

true Oasis fashion. The students spent the Sunday itself texting and emailing each other with weather 

updates and checks on the running of the buses. 

The church Carol Service is a very traditional one with Bible readings 

and well known carols so we wondered how our students' modern take 

on the Nativity would be received. The congregation were absolutely 

delighted with it. The 'teenager speak' caused much laughter and 

they successfully got their message across.  Many thanked the 

students afterwards and expressed to me their appreciation of 

both the performance and the manner with which the pupils 

conducted themselves over the after-service refreshments.  

We are so proud of you!  Well done Eleanor Connolly, Sarif Conton, 

Lucy Earl Day, Keira Jennings, Ryan Judge and Nicole Wildman  

 DANCE 
 

Chanelle Walker-Goode has been teaching dance every Wednesday 

after school, she has invited a Dare to Dance instructor to come in a run 

workshops free of charge. Chanelle has been an inspiration to the 

students in the Academy and has been an excellent Dance Leader.  

The dancers have been learning a range of styles and will be performing 

in the annual dance show in March 
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CHAMPIONS OF 
TOMORROW 
Our two Ballroom and Latin-American 

specialists have been winning awards and 

trophies again! 

Becky-Ann Bridger and her partner Natasha 

Stear recently performed in a dance competition 

locally and qualified for the finals which were 

held in Blackpool.  óChampions of Tomorrow ó is a prestigious annual dance event  which attracts 

the top dancers in the country so it is a privilege to be able to have the chance to take part.  

Becky-Ann & Natasha danced their way to success and came 5th 

overall competing against dancers much older than themselves.  

The girls would like to thank Drama Teacher, Ms Lindsay for 

allowing them to practise in her room at break and lunchtimes ñweôd 

never get enough time to practice if it wasnôt for herô said Natasha. 

Well done girls ï we are so proud of you!  Good luck for the 

Brentwood Championships in June. 

STREETDANCE COMPETITION WINNERS 
Five students took part in the London, Surrey, Kent & Essex area DanceMode annual Streetdance 

competition in January and all of them were placed at least once. 

From Year 10, Eleanor Connolly achieved 2 first places (Doubles and Team) and a second place 

(Solo); Lucy Earl Day achieved 2 first places (Doubles and Team) and a third place (Solo). 

From Year 7, Lana-Rose Palmer and Georgia Poulier achieved 4th place (Doubles), Jade Poulden 

achieved 3rd places in the Solo and Doubles,  

The Seniors Team competition was particularly exciting as the team from Mitcham have won the 

title for the last five years. The team from Coulsdon, including Eleanor and 

Lucy, snatched the title from them with a fantastic routine to huge cheers 

from the whole audience and made their supporters extremely proud.  



 
 

 follow us on Twitter www.twitter.com/OasisCoulsdon  
 

  

  

Oasis Academy Coulsdon  

is proud to present our annual 

dance production: 

  Adults: £3.50 

Children*:£2.50 

Tickets on sale from Ms Van der Berg  

at break and lunch times 

*Children aged 16 years and younger 

Thursday 24th & Friday 25th 

March 

19.00-21.00 
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Future Fashion: GaGa Vision  
The Textiles Department organised a trip to London for 14 

students to view two wonderful exhibitions at The Barbican 

and The Royal Academy of Arts. This trip helped to widen 

the studentsô experience of fashion across cultures and 

through time.  Ashvin Jalabhay, in Year 10 reportsé. 

How do I even begin? The part we were walking opposite The 

Ritz Hotel & Restaurant or seeing the Lady GaGa red lace dress 

at the Royal Academy of Arts? All will be revealed... 

Monday 24th January. 14 Art and Textiles students. 2 adults. 2 

exhibitions. Free Public Transport. The day was finally upon us; we were heading to the Barbican óFuture 

Japanese Fashionô exhibition and the óAware, Art, Fashion, Identityô exhibition at the Royal Academy of 

Arts. The day took off with us meeting outside Purley Station all excited (packed with food!) and ready to hit 

the streets of London with a BANG! Firstly, we headed to Victoria Station where we were all fascinated by 

the óNacho Libreô dressed up men who represent the Southern Train Company and the second stop was 

the Barbican. As we arrived at the venue, we  whizzed up the stairs to our exhibition only to find out that we 

couldnôt take any photographs of the dresses that could inspire us! So we irately accepted the fact, handed 

in our coats and bags and poured ourselves all over the floors of the showcase. Spikes, plastic, paper, 

leather and lace, glass, florals, metallics: all these weird and wonderful materials were used to represent 

the fashions in different and stimulating ways! We all took note of the designers we never heard of and did 

some research on them e.g. Yohji Yamamoto. Some designs were so exclusive that they werenôt even for 

sale (even to celebrities!) although; we felt lucky and privileged to be there! 

So we jumped on the train to Piccadilly for the second retrospective of the day. This one was more for the 

Art students but for us fashion-obsessed textiles class; we found the need to stop on the way at some 

famous fashion boutiques such as Dolce & Gabbana, Alexander McQueen, Chanel and TODS! On the 

bonus side, we were promenading right opposite The Ritz Hotel; the luxurious, A-List place for countless 

celebrities and the Queen of Vogue, Anna Wintour! It felt like we in a London-based version of óFashion and 

the Cityô with all the rich and famous people walking past us!  

As our footsteps echoed the gigantic lobby, we checked-in at the desk and rushed up the grand stairs. On 

our travels we found a dress made of pins, hats 

made out of plastic, an invisible dress and also a 

Chinese-themed wooden dress (complete with 

massive wooden hat) that looked like someone had 

to be carried in. But, the best was yet to comeéé 
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During our tour of the venue, we found the Alexander McQueen red lace 

dress that Lady GaGa wore to the VMAôs in 2010! That piece of art was 

exceptionally inspiring to all of us for two reasons:  a) The dress was 

beautifully made by the late Alexander McQueen and b), the queen of 

fashion outrage, Lady GaGa wore it! This really did make our day 

spectacularly moving and very inspirational!  

As we headed back to the station, thoughts of each and every design were 

discussed with dislikes, likes, who would wear it and who would not etc. 

This day was by far the best trip of 2011 and I would like to thank Mrs Booth 

and Mrs Smith for arranging the outing and putting up with all our 

enthusiasm and laughter! A truly magnificent, rousing day out!  

 

PRIMARY STUDENTS LEARN TEXTILE SKILLS 
Mrs Booth has been introducing textiles to local primary 

schools. 

Year 4 at Byron Primary has been learning techniques such 

as fabric painting, crayons and hand sewing.  Their individual 

pieces were sewn together to produce a patchwork wall 

hanging. 

Year 5 at Smitham Primary have been learning about 

patchwork; a traditional method of recycling cloth which is 

highly relevant today.   Students tie and dyed their squares and  

hand painted a Mendhi hand art theme design which was sewn 

using running stitch.   

 

 

 

 

 

The Textiles 

department would be 

really grateful to 

receive any donations 

of fabrics, thread, 

buttons, zips, etc. 
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0!2%.43ȭ FORUM 

6PM ɀ 7PM, 3 MARCH 2011  

EMAIL JEFF.SCANTLEBURY@OASISCOULSDON.ORG   

BY TUESDAY 1ST MARCH  

WITH ANY ITEMS YOU WISH TO BE ADDED TO THE AGENDA.  

 THE FORUM IS YOUR OPPORTUNITY TO PROVIDE FEEDBACK  

AND/ OR RAISE ISSUES ABOUT THE ACADEMY. 

COMMUNITY HUB 
We were delighted to welcome so many local 

clubs and community groups to the Academy at 

our information evening in February. 

Mr Millar showed our visitors a presentation on 

the new building and facilities that will be 

available for hire and community use. 

All groups expressed an interest in holding 

regular events and/or meetings at the Academy 

and we will be liaising with them over the 

coming months to develop a programme of 

activities to enhance our enrichment offer for 

students as well as provide opportunities for 

parents and members of the local community to 

come and use our facilities outside of Academy 

teaching hours. 

 

 

 

WE ARE 

COLLECTING THESE 

VOUCHERS, PLEASE 

HAND THEM IN TO 

STUDENT 

RECEPTION 

mailto:Jeff.Scantlebury@oasiscoulsdon.org
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Welcome to our section of the Newsletter!  Every 

term we will post details here of our diary of events 

and other useful updates for you.  You can also follow 

us on twitter at www.twitter.com/OasisCoulsdon.  If 

you are unable to attend our meetings but would like 

to become a Virtual Member of the Friends, you can find out what we discuss by downloading the minutes 

of our meetings from the Academy website; you will find us under the ñWork with Usò heading.  If you have 

any questions or suggestions for us, we can be contacted via email at: foac@oasiscoulsdon.org.  We would 

welcome any fundraising ideas from students and their parents/carers, so do get in touch! 

Quiz Night 18th March 7pm at the Academy, £7.50 per person, including traditional fish & chip 

supper:  join us for our annual Quiz Night.  You can make up a team, or come on your own and we will 

make up a team for you. This event is always lots of fun, so donôt miss out!  There will be a licensed bar 

available on the night selling beer, wine, and soft drinks.  Download a booking form from the Academy 

website and return to Student Reception.   

Car Boot Sale 14th May, £8 per car or £10 per van: we will be holding our first car boot sale of the year in 

May.  We will be advertising the sale widely in the local press, so start clearing your home of clutter now.  

We will be serving burgers and hot dogs to keep you refreshed during the sale.  Booking arrangements will 

be available after the half term break.   

Village Fair 2nd July, Grange Park, Old Coulsdon: last year approximately 6000 people attended the Fair 

and we will be hosting a stall again this July.  We hope that you will be able to attend the Fair and support 

us, as well as enjoying a day out at this highly regarded local event.   

Matched Funding: do any of you work for a bank or financial institution? Many banks provide matched 

funding to their employees if they volunteer a SMALL amount of time to help at an event.  Other local 

primary school PTAs have received awards of up to £500 a time from companies keen to support their 

staff.  Please do make enquiries on our behalf. 

Support Your School re-cycling scheme: we have just signed up to a re-cycling scheme for mobile 

phones and printer cartridges.  We can receive £1 per cartridge and around £3 per mobile phone.  The 

students have all been given an A5 bag to bring home, so please 

help us by filling the packs up.  If we only receive one cartridge per 

student, we will easily raise in excess of £600!    

 

  

We are always looking to recruit new members.   If you would 
like to join us, please contact us at foac@oasiscoulsdon.org.   

Your current members across the Family groups are:- 
 

Nightingale:  Mark Pelling, Marion Jones, Kate Taylor, Alison 
Fitzwalter, Claire Taylor, Russell Taylor, 

Henrietta WestergaardïBelcher  Brunel:  Tracey Jeal, Claire 
Taylor, Reena Ramus, Sam Smith 

Da Vinci:  Sue Buckingham, Dawn Lockyer, Graham Day  
Curie:  Jacky Vasili 

Luther King:  Jackie Hann, Clare Howe Independents:  David 
Millar, Steve Newland, Simon Orr 

 

Our next meeting is on 
 Thursday 3

rd
 March at 7pm 

 In the Academy Hub. 
 

http://www.twitter.com/OasisCoulsdon
mailto:foac@oasiscoulsdon.org

