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1st April 2020 

 

Good Morning Year 11, 

 

Hope you are well and that you are keeping busy. It has been lovely hearing what some of 

you have been up to from gardening (I very impressed with that as I could never get my 

daughters to do any gardening!), painting, textiles, cooking, tidying, reading and school work. 

Yes, lots of you are doing work which is great to hear. It really is important to get some 

school work in as this will really help you for when you go to college. Being out of education 

for 6 months is a long time so doing some work will keep not only your mind active but will 

benefit you for the start of college. 

 

This is a stressful time for all of us. We have emphasised to you that routines and structure 
to your day will help to keep you motivated, and mentally and physically healthy during this 
time. For our part we have provided you with home working timetables for you to follow and 
there is some work being set to mirror this on SHMW, which for you all is of course optional 
given the circumstances around exams.. 
  
HOWEVER, this is there as a guide only. You can change this to fit in with your family and 
you are free to do the work at different times of the day, in a different order- if your family is 
going out for a walk we don’t want you to miss out because you feel you need to stick rigidly 
to the timetables suggested by us. All that we ask if that you spend the set amount of time 
on the timetable for each subject doing the work set on SMHW. If you work for the set 
amount of time and do not complete the task then please do not worry. If you get stuck and 
cannot carry on then email your teacher and ask for help and use the time to do something 
else like read a book or get active with our PE teams fitness video!  
  
The most important thing to all of us at the moment is your well-being and we do not want to 
add to the stress that we are all experiencing as we adjust to this new normal. 
 

Some of you may not have even applied for colleges or sixth forms yet, however, it is not too 

late. Colleges are open and are accepting applications. East Surrey have written to me to 

say that if you go on line and apply for a particular course they will complete all the 

paperwork remotely and then contact you. If you are having difficulties still deciding what to 

do then the Careers advisor, who was doing interviews on a Monday, will give you advice 

over the phone on what you could do. If this is something you would like please email me 

and I will set this up. They will need your permission to use your mobile number or they can 

ring the house phone. 

 

I have put down a link which you may find useful about careers so do have a look as it has 

lots of different areas to think about with a Careers Action Plan for you to use. 

https://mailchi.mp/successatschool/coronavirus-careers-resources-pack-

1?goal=0_65c6d67e71-322554486a-

211872445&mc_cid=322554486a&mc_eid=96f95c8769  
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I know this is not easy for any of you but keeping active and busy will help you get through 

this. I said in my last email that I would share what I have been doing. I have tended to 

divide up my days into different activities. I have a list of things I want to do every day and 

then things that are more of a hobby/activity. I have tried to do 3 lots of stretches each day 

as I am determined to try and get rid of my sciatica, as I have had it now for nearly 3 years I 

thought it was about time I really did the exercises properly. The first week I was in the 

garden a lot cutting back hedges and weeding. I know some of you were in the garden and I 

know of one person who even got sun burn last week (don’t forget to apply sun cream even 

in the spring!).  

 

I have had to do quite a bit of school work but I break that up into a bit in the morning and 

some in the afternoon. I have also decided to get the sewing machine out as one of you 

inspired me into making some things as you showed me what you had been doing. I have 

also decided to do a 1500 piece jigsaw. Have been putting it off as it is quite big but thought 

I have time now. I try and fit puzzles in and I do some reading. The one thing I am useless at 

is drawing and painting, however, Abby Miles did an amazing painting which I have shared 

below so I thought I may even try my hand at this. I know some of you will think a lot of this 

is boring but it is to show you that doing a variety of things makes the day go quicker and 

keeps you busy. 

 

I have been in touch with all of your mentors and they have said they have had some lovely 

emails from you which gives them great pleasure. I know they all wish you well and are very 

happy to hear what you are doing, as am I. If any of you have any more photos Mr 

Attenborough is putting together a montage of photos and videos of your past 5 years. I 

have a lot of photos already but if you have any of the last couple of days at school that 

would be great. You can either send them to me or send them to Mr Attenborough directly. 

Once he has finished we will share this all with you. 

 

I am happy to hear what you are up to as I am sure some of it is a lot more interesting than 

what I am up to! I would love to share more photos as well. 

   

I hope you and your families are all well. Keep safe. 

 

Best wishes, 

 

 

Mrs Buckingham 

Year 11 Family Leader 
 


