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Dear Year 8 students, Parents and Carers, 

 

I hope that half term has been restful and relaxing for you, I know I have spoken to a huge 

amount of you over the half term either via phone or email. It is wonderful to hear that you 

are safe and well. 

“The only impossible journey is the one you never begin.” Anthony Robbins 

 

QUICK TECH UPDATE 

Over the last few weeks, I have had a number of you say that you cannot access the 

hyperlinks in some of the correspondence we send out. Sometimes, due to individual 

settings, there links will automatically open in internet explorer and will appear as not being 

able to open. Please may I ask that you try and open any hyperlink in Google Chrome, this 

should hopefully rectify the problem.  

 

GCSE OPTIONS FORMS 

As I am sure you are all aware, the GCSE option forms opened as of 27th May. I know most 

of you have now submitted your form. The closing date is Friday 5th June. Please bear with 

us in terms of getting individual information out to you, we have a lot to sort and it is a big job 

as it affects the rest of the Academy in terms of timetabling and staffing. If you have not yet 

submitted your form, you can do so by clicking here.   

 

MICROSOFT TEAMS LIVE LESSONS 

You should have received a letter from Mrs Dooley, Deputy Head, about Year 8 live lessons 

starting. These are due to start for every student the week beginning 8th June. Please can I 

ask that you all read the letter and complete the survey by 12.00pm Friday 5th June: 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/ZGRGSFK 

 

The timetable for next week is as follows: 

 
I must stress that this timetable is for W/C 8th June only and will most likely change after 

week 1 due to Year 10s being back in the building. We are working on how to timetable 

everything so staff are available at certain times, we would ask for your patience with this.  

 

YEAR 11 STUDENT LEADERSHIP, USE YOUR VOTE AND HAVE YOUR SAY 

Miss Kavanagh has been working hard with the current Year 10s to select a number of great 

prefects and also putting forward those who are in the running to be the next Head Girl and 

Head Boy if the Academy. 12 have been shortlisted and so there are 12 student leader 

PowerPoint presentations on SMHW for you to watch (they are only short).  

 

 

 

https://www.oasisacademycoulsdon.org/curriculum/year-8-gcse-options-form
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/ZGRGSFK
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It is your job to decide on one female and one male to be your student leader for the next 

academic year. Please make sure you watch all 12 presentations and then click on the 

Survey Monkey link to make your vote. Remember, your vote counts, have your say! 

 

WWI AND WWII HAD GROW YOUR OWN POSTERS…. 2020 LOCKDOWN BRINGS 

GROW YOUR OWN VIA THE TV! 

Yes, I would not be any sort of History Teacher if I did not try and relate our current situation 

and modern day lives back to a time in History! In Year 8, you have learnt about WWI and 

WWII propaganda where we looked at and annotated posters regarding women joining the 

Land Army and encouraging families to try and “Grow you own” fruit and vegetables. Well, 

fast forward the years and technology developments and we have History repeating itself! 

On my rare moments of being able to sit down and watch the TV, I came across a 

programme on ITV called “Grow Your Own with Alan Titchmarsh”.   

 

Now, I understand as a 12 or 13 year old, this may seem old and boring (I know I would 

have probably thought that when I was your age), but we have the time to find new and 

different hobbies, to appreciate different things and to learn new skills. What better way than 

to try and grown your own! Even if you do not have an outdoor space, you can still grow your 

own kitchen herbs to use in your cooking etc. I have recently started to (my first attempt) 

grow my own courgettes, strawberries, rocket and tomatoes. My 3 year old (nearly 4, she will 

want you to know that important fact) has loved watching things grow and then using them to 

cook with. If you would like to join in and take inspiration, you can watch the program on ITV 

at 8.30pm, or you can watch the episodes here. 

 

PLANET EARTH IS POORLY…. BUT IT STILL KEEPS TURNING!...... 

….And did you know that the International Space Station makes 16 orbits of Earth within 24 

hours, traveling through 16 sunrises and sunsets? In fact, the crew travel at a speed of five 

miles per second, orbiting Earth about every 90 minutes! During all of the uncertainty in the 

world, we got to experience and watch Space X launch on Saturday. It was an exciting time 

to see Bob and Doug lift off and launch into space, making their way to join the 4 crew 

members already on the International Space Station. If you would like to know more about 

the mission, you can look at the Space X website and also the NASA website. 

 

CONTACTING MRS HOLT AND OTHER STAFF MEMBERS 

With our move to live lessons it consequently means that I and other teachers are 

uncontactable for parts of the day as we are teaching online. I know a lot of you contact me, 

which is completely understandable, I will always say that my “door” is open, however, I 

would ask in your patience when it comes to replies as my timetable has now changed. As 

previously stated in my correspondence to you, I would kindly ask for: 

 Email mentors for: SMHW queries, login queries, general work or school questions, 

to say that you are unwell and will not be doing work that day  

 Email Mrs Holt or Mr Pelling for: GCSE options 

 

 

 

https://www.itv.com/hub/grow-your-own-at-home-with-alan-titchmarsh/10a0153a0001
https://www.spacex.com/
https://www.nasa.gov/spacex
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 Email Mrs Holt, Mrs Hackett and Mr Pelling for: Any safeguarding concerns and to 

do with mental and physical well being  

 Email individual subject teacher for: Your subject lessons and to ask for help or 

feedback on your work  

 

AND FINALLY 

As I begin to close this letter to you, I would like to leave you with an image in your minds of 

the world still turning. No matter what is going on, it is still consistently going round. That’s 

what you need to do, despite what is going on, you still need to be consistent in your 

approach to hard work. You still have a future Year 8, it is ready to be grabbed! “I can be 

changed by what happens to me, but I refuse to be reduced by it” Maya Angelou 

 

Stay safe and stay well. 

 

Mrs Holt 

Year 8 Family Leader 


