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3rd April 2020 
 

Dear Year 11 Students, Parents/Carers, 

 

On the final day of term (Friday 3rd April), Ofqual released an update on how the GCSEs will 

be awarded this year.  I sent you an email the same day summarising the key points.  

 

Inevitably, since that announcement, there have been some queries.  As well as getting 

some rest, I have used the Easter holidays to plan out how we will meet Ofual’s 

requirements so I thought it only right that I keep you updated. 

 

Firstly, in my previous email I stated that we are prohibited from sharing the grades we 

are sending to Ofqual and the exam boards. These grades will go through another stage of 

statistical moderation so they will not necessarily be the final grade.  Furthermore, protecting 

the confidentiality of the grades ensures the process is objective and fair, it removes bias or 

pressure placed upon teachers.   

 

We have since had a lot of students and parents asking for mock results instead. I must be 

clear on this as well, we will not be sharing mock results. I appreciate that this may not be 

welcome news as the students have worked so hard to prepare themselves for the mocks 

and therefore want to know how they got on.  However, the mocks are not the only piece of 

information staff will be using and there is a danger that students, parents and carers will see 

the mock result as a benchmark for the grade that the exam boards will award in July.  We 

are aware that some students will have made improvements between the mocks and the 

final exams and we are also aware that some students will have accessed the mock 

questions or mark schemes from the internet prior to sitting the exam.  For both of these 

reasons, the mock result itself could be very misleading.  Therefore, the news that teachers 

can use their professional opinion based on class work, effort, coursework etc. is 

reassuring.  Therefore, sharing mock results would not allow us to be objective in the 

process we are about to begin. 

 

This brings me to my next point that I forgot to share in my original email.  The DfE 

announced that schools will not be judged based on the 2020 GCSE results and 

performance league tables will not be published.  This is a really positive step as it means 

there is no pressure on schools or teachers to inflate grades.  Furthermore, we are allowed 

to take into account the historical performance of the Academy and departments within the 

Academy.  This will form part of our internal process and the statistical moderation from the 

exams boards.  This will prevent deflation of grades. 

 

Please do not hesitate to get in touch if you have any further questions. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Mr van Gelder 

Assistant Principal 


