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3rd April 2020 

 

Dear Year 11 Students, Parents/Carers, 

 

Firstly, I hope you are all safe and well.  It has been a bizarre few weeks with a lot of 

uncertainty.   

 

I am pleased to announce that today Ofqual offered more clarification over how GCSE 

grades will be awarded this year.  I have copied two links for further reading.  The first a 

statement from Ofqual that is written to all students who would have sat exams this year.  

The second, information for schools and teachers.  I have included the second link as it is a 

public document and it goes into a little more detail explaining the process and rationale.   

 

I will summarise a few key points. 

 We are prohibited from sharing the grades we are sending to Ofqual and the 
exam boards.  These grades will go through another stage of statistical moderation 
so they will not necessarily be the final grade.  Furthermore, protecting the 
confidentiality of the grades ensures the process is objective and fair, it removes bias 
or pressure placed upon teachers. 

 Schools are not expected to collect any further evidence to support grade decisions.  
This means no work being completed at home or coursework can contribute to the 
decisions being made.  This removes any further pressure young people might be 
feeling regarding completion of work from home.  We will continue to set work so 
students can continue to study in order to prepare themselves for post-16 courses or 
if they would like to sit the GCSEs at a later date. 

 Students will be able to sit the exams next academic year if they are not satisfied with 
the calculated grade.   

 Ofqual and the exam boards are aiming to have the grades back to students by the 
end of July.  They have not set a date.  

 

Ofqual letter to students 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_da

ta/file/877830/Letter_to_students_-_Summer_2020_grading.pdf 

 

Ofqual guidance to schools 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/how-gcses-as-a-levels-will-be-awarded-in-summer-

2020 

 

Please do not hesitate to get in touch if you have any further questions. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Mr van Gelder 

Assistant Principal 
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