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5th January 2020 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

RE: Covid-19 Testing for Staff and Students 

 

As you will be aware, the implementation of testing for Covid-19 in schools is being rolled out 

nationwide as we return from the Christmas break. Following the announcement from the 

Government last night, this will now only be offered to those students attending school as a 

child of a Key Worker or if identified by DfE guidance as ‘vulnerable’. Keeping our staff and 

students and their families safe remains our priority and we have been working hard to 

prepare for this mass testing. This letter will outline to you what the purpose of the testing is, 

who will be tested and when, what will happen if a positive result is received, and the 

practicalities of administering the tests. 

 

What is Lateral Flow Testing and why is it being carried out? 

The purpose of carrying out the lateral flow tests is to detect cases of Covid-19 in 

those who are not displaying symptoms, and therefore help to stop the spread of the 

disease. One in three people who have Covid-19 are asymptomatic (display no 

symptoms at all) and therefore this is on of the main obstacles in trying to stop the 

spread. 

 

The test carried out is similar to that administered at testing centres. Participants are 

required to swab their throat and nostril, as per the leaflet at the end of this information 

letter. This can be uncomfortable but is not painful. For anyone unable to swab their 

throat they will be able to swab both nostrils, this is something that can be discussed 

with staff if you have great concerns when arriving for the test. The swab is then 

analysed on site and results are available within 30 minutes.  

 

Results will show as either positive, negative or inconclusive. In the event that there is 

an inconclusive result the participant will be asked to carry out a second test to obtain 

a definitive result. Please be assured that if an inconclusive result is received this does 

not mean that the result is likely to be positive, just that there was an issue with the 

procedure in swabbing or analysing. 

 

To reach this stage, the test has been tested at Public Health England’s research 

laboratories in partnership with Oxford University and is totally safe, with a 99.8% 

specificity. Testing is free and provided by NHS Test and Trace. 

There are three types of testing that will be carried out at the Academy: 

 

Asymptomatic testing 

This will be carried out on all students upon their return from school holidays when 

there is a chance they have been mixing socially outside of their home bubbles. The  
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first round of this testing will be carried out upon our imminent return from the 

Christmas holidays. Students will be tested twice in this type of testing, with the 

second test taking place between three and seven days of the first. 

If students receive a negative test then they will be able to carry on attending school as 

normal and will not be tested again until: 

 

 The return form the next school holiday 

 If they are identified as a close contact of a positive case 

 If they themselves develop Covid-19 symptoms (in this scenario the testing will 

not take place in the Academy and students will be required to self-isolate) 

 

Please be aware: we will not contact you to notify you if the results from this test are 

negative. 

 

If students receive a positive test result you will be notified and they will be required to 

self-isolate and obtain a PCR test to verify the positive Lateral Flow Test result. If this 

comes back as negative then they will be able to attend the Academy again as normal, 

if this comes back as positive then they will be required to self-isolate and the 

Academy will begin to identify their close contacts who will be eligible for Track and 

Trace testing. 

 

Track and Trace Testing 

If a student is identified as the close contact of a positive Covid-19 case they will be 

given two options. Either they can self-isolate at home for 10 days from the last point 

of contact with the positive case, in this scenario they will be expected to work from 

home and access online lessons. Alternatively, they will be given the opportunity to 

continue attending the Academy if they consent to take part in lateral flow testing for 

seven days following contact with the positive case (please be aware that students will 

be required to self-isolate on any days that fall on the weekend even if being tested in 

school on weekdays). 

 

In the second scenario students will be required to arrive at a slightly later time to 

others attending that day (this will be communicated on a case by case basis). 

Students will administer the swab test as they will have previously done in the 

asymptomatic testing for analysis. However, this time students will be required to wait 

in an isolation area until the results of the test are available.  

 

If the test comes back negative then they will be able to enter the Academy and join in 

with activities as normal. If the test comes back positive then they will be required to go 

home and self-isolate until they are able to obtain a PCR test and receive the results 

from the laboratory. Advice will be given on this should the need arise. If these results  
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come back negative then students will be able to return to the Academy and resume 

the daily testing for the remainder of the seven-day period and attending lessons so 

long as the results continue to be negative. If the PCR test comes back positive then 

they will be required to isolate at home for 10 days from the last point of contact with 

the positive case; and if they are feeling well enough then they will be expected to 

access work from home. 

 

Staff Testing 

Staff will be given the opportunity to be tested weekly as per the asymptomatic testing 

outlined earlier. 

 

How will the tests be carried out? 

Students will be registered for testing prior to their first test. Once their account is 

created this is where their test results will be recorded for each test thereafter. 

 

Once registration is complete, they will enter the testing suite in the Studio. You can 

click here for a visual guide for what to expect, however, please be assured that all 

students will be guided through the process for the first time by members of staff, and 

there will be someone on hand for each time students are required to test should they 

need assistance. 

 

Will I be notified if someone in the Pop-up Academy receives a positive 

lateral flow test? 

If someone received a positive lateral flow test we will not communicate this until it has 

been confirmed by a positive PCR test. If it is confirmed, then we will contact anyone 

who could be a close contact with direct advice on what to do next, although we hope 

this will be minimal individuals due to social distancing practices in place. We will send 

out a notification as we have done with previous positive cases to others in the Pop-

Academy. 

 

How to give consent 

If you are happy for your child to take part in the lateral flow testing programme then 

you will need to give your consent for each individual child you have attending the 

Academy.  Please take time to read the Consent Outline document by clicking here, 

which explains exactly what you are consenting to. Ensure you have looked at the 

slides available on the link above, and the flyer on the following page. You will also 

need to read the Privacy Notice by clicking here. Please also ensure you have had a 

conversation with your child and that they are also happy to take part in testing. 

 

Once you have done all of this, and if you are happy to give your consent, you can do 

so via MCAS. Details of where this consent box can be found is at the end of the 

Consent Outline document. 

 

 

https://www.oasisacademycoulsdon.org/uploaded/Coulsdon/Academy_Life/Parent_Information/2020-2021/Whole_School/Covid_Testing_Walkthrough.pdf
https://www.oasisacademycoulsdon.org/uploaded/Coulsdon/Academy_Life/Parent_Information/2020-2021/Covid_Testing/Consent_Outline_MCAS.pdf
https://www.oasisacademycoulsdon.org/uploaded/Coulsdon/Academy_Life/Parent_Information/2020-2021/Covid_Testing/Privacy_Notice_Covid-19_Testing.pdf
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Students who are aged 16 and over are able to give consent for themselves. We have 

emailed eligible students separately to their Oasis email accounts so that they are able 

to read through this information themselves and make an informed choice as to 

whether or not they want to participate. 

 

We really hope that this will prove a useful tool in helping to stop the spread of Covid-19 

from asymptomatic individuals, and we look forward to the positive impact if will have on the 

education for our young people. If you have any queries on any of the above then please do 

not hesitate to contact us. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Ms C Green 

Principal 
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