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5th March 2021 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

I do hope you are well – we are all really excited by the prospect of welcoming our students 

back to the Academy in the week beginning Monday 8th March 2021.  Please see previous 

Academy communication for full details of the Week 1 arrangements.   

 

The Academy has the highest expectations of student behaviour, so I wanted to take this 

opportunity to write with key reminders as well as some changes that we have implemented 

as a result of the pandemic.  Attached to this message is a copy of our updated behaviour 

policy (including a new section on Horizons i-Pads and a COVID-19 addendum).   

 

High standards of behaviour and self-regulation help to ensure that students feel safe and 

able to learn free from disruption.  I know how keen our students will be to get back to 

learning after so long away, and to be able to experience outstanding face-to-face lessons. 

 

Many of our students have been away from school for a long period of time – I would 

therefore appreciate it if you could go through the contents of this correspondence with your 

child reinforcing the importance of following all Academy expectations. 

 

Some key areas to discuss with your child are: 

 

Masks and hygiene 

 We require students to wear masks whenever they are inside the building, unless 

exemption has been agreed with parents.  This has been piloted successfully for 

weeks with students in the pop-up Academy. 

 If your child has an exemption, please email jill.hackett@oasiscoulsdon.org and she 

will organise for them to have an exemption pass. 

 Masks can only be removed inside for PE and eating/drinking in permitted areas.  

Students are allowed to remove their masks when outside at break and lunch. 

 Students are still required to practise good hand hygiene (hand sanitiser is available 

in many Academy locations). 

 

Horizons iPads 

 All students in Years 7-10 have been issued with an iPad. 

 Please read the section of this in the behaviour policy carefully. 

 Students must ensure that they bring the iPad (fully charged), charger and wired 

headphones to school every day. 
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Rewards 

 We cannot wait to reward students for great work and effort.   

 Merits will continue to be recorded on Bromcom as record books are still not being 

handled by staff.     

 Rewards events will continue as far as restrictions allow. 

 

Consequences 

 Very little has changed in this area and demerits continue to be recorded on 

Bromcom, not record books.  Parents who have registered with MCAS will continue 

to receive updates on consequences issued. 

 The behaviour policy and addendum goes through the stages of consequences.  

However, students must always remember that they will spend their day making 

choices – positive choices will be rewarded.   

 

Detentions 

 Detentions will continue as usual.   

 Students can be given 30 or 60 minute detentions that are sat on the same day – 

enabling students to start each day afresh. 

 Parents will be texted whenever a 60 minute detention is set. 

 Detentions will be organised in such a way as to ensure that year group bubbles are 

preserved – students will be seated well away from those in other bubbles. 

 ALT detentions will be set for more serious misdemeanours (either Thursday until 

5.00pm or Saturday 9.00-11.00am). 

 Year 11 students given detentions will have to complete these after Period 7 

Intervention. 

 

Uniform 

 Full Academy uniform is required when students return – see previous 

correspondence outlining details.  This includes school shoes. 

 A reminder that there are no PE changing facilities – students should wear correct 

PE kits to the Academy only on the days they have PE. 

 If cold, please ensure your child has a black V-neck jumper as well as their blazer.  

Windows and doors will be open all day throughout the Academy to ensure good 

ventilation – it may therefore be colder at times inside. 

 Make-up, false nails and jewellery of any kind are not permitted – students may only 

wear a wristwatch (smart watches are not permitted). 

 

Attendance & Punctuality 

 All students are expected back in the Academy unless they are shielding or self-

isolating.   

 Face masks are compulsory on public transport. 
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 Students should leave home early enough to ensure they are in school by 8.20am – 

it is likely that buses will be busy in the mornings and numbers restricted.  Any 

student within reasonable walking distance is encouraged to avoid public transport. 

 

Mobile phones 

 Rules around mobile phones remain exactly as before – they are not permitted in the 

Academy.  If seen or heard, they will be confiscated for four weeks. 

 Please note that every student has the opportunity to hand their mobile phone in 

each morning during Check-In.  This ensures that phones are kept safe throughout 

the day before being returned at Check-Out. 

 COVID-19 makes this system even more important – we know that mobile phones 

can be a major source of germs. 

 Please do encourage your child to either hand their phone in each morning or leave it 

at home. 

 

Social Distancing 

 Students will remain in their year group bubbles as before this latest lockdown – and 

spend most of their time with the same group of students in one room (with the 

exception of PE and GCSE Options subjects). 

 Within bubbles we still require students to think about social distancing as far as 

possible. 

 Touching other students and their belongings is strictly prohibited. 

 Students should keep a 2 metre distance from staff members and students from 

other bubble groups as far as possible. 

 

I understand that some students (and parents) will be anxious about returning after this 

second school closure.  Please continue to rest assured we will do everything we can to 

keep students safe whilst returning them to some semblance of normality.  Being back at 

school will be so good for students’ mental health and give them the chance to get back to 

classroom learning.   

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you wish to discuss any of the behaviour points 

raised – mark.pelling@oasiscoulsdon.org 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Mark Pelling 

Deputy Principal 
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