
Year 11 information evening



Agenda
Ms Green - Welcome 
Mr Falvey -Post 16 options , Behaviour & Attendance
Mr van Gelder - Class of 2022 vision , GCSE update, Key dates & 
Revision
Mr O’Shea – Helping your child succeed in English
Mrs Billings – Helping your child succeed in Maths
Mrs Rivaldi – Helping your child succeed in Modern Foreign 
Languages 



Ms Green
Principal





Goal Setting 



Goal Setting 







Mr Falvey
Year 11 Family 

Leader



What does Post-16 Education look like?

Colleges are not the only option available to students:
Sixth Forms
Colleges
Vocational Colleges
Apprenticeship



What are the benefits of each?

Sixth Forms are the most similar to a secondary school. The offer
a variety of A-Levels, and tend to maintain the structure of 
secondary school.

Colleges offer more independent learning for students. They offer a mix 
of A-Levels and B-Tech courses which you can often mix-and-match.

Vocational colleges offer courses outside of A-Levels and are an 
excellent choice for students who wish to go into more vocational careers.



What about apprenticeship?

Apprenticeships are available for students who 
wish to learn on the job and begin working sooner.

They will often be linked with a college who will 
cover the theory portion of the course, while the 
practical side is learned on the job.



Open Events



Coulsdon College - Saturday 9th October, 10.00 – 13.00
Thursday 18th November, 17.30 – 20.00

Reigate College – Thursday 30 September 18.00 – 20.30
Monday 04 October 18.00 – 20.30
Tuesday 05 October 18.00 – 20.30

Nescot College - Saturday 16th October – 11.00 – 14.00
Wednesday 24th November – 16.30 – 19.30

Every student must apply to at least two institutions

Open Event Dates





The rules apply to Year 11 students as much as they do the
rest of the students in the Academy.

Good behaviour is essential for a positive learning environment.

Behaviour



Mr van Gelder
Assistant 
Principal



Year 11 motto

‘Working smart: small victories generate great success’



GCSE grades



GCSEs

Maths, Science & MFL



COVID updates
Exams will take place, but with the measures that were proposed when exams were still going 
ahead last year

• Choice of topics in English Literature, History and Geography

• Removal of fieldwork exam questions in Geography

• Changes to the requirements in practical activities in Science and Art (Portfolio only)

• The provision of information in advance on the focus of the content of exams (Anticipated to 
be around Easter). Excluding English Literature, History, Geography and Art.

• Provision of support materials in GCSE Mathematics and Science

• Further announcements to be made. Ofqual and DfE recognise the need to have a contingency 
plan



What can you do as parents?





Parent roles

1.Project manager
2.Study buddy
3.Supporter/cheerleader



Project manager
• Help your child get into an early routine with revision, providing them with a 

quiet, distraction free place to work (or supporting them to work in the 
library)

• Help them put together a revision timetable – put it on the fridge.

• Find the balance between work, exercise, social activities, SLEEP!

• Anchor their day



Study buddy

• Show an interest in your child’s work
• Help with homework
• Ensure they have the resources they need
• Use flash cards/revision books to test their knowledge
• Agree how you will check on their work 



Supporter and cheerleader
• Be the champion of their needs and admirer of their every 

achievement
• Talk with them as much as possible, over dinner, in the car 

about their work and what they are revising
• Celebrate their effort, not their results
• Reassure them they can do it
• Resist the urge to compare them to siblings/cousins
• Avoid ‘I went through the same thing when I was your 

age’. Things have changed
• Remind them how much you love them, and of their great 

personal qualities. There is life after exams



Revision
• Currently about 2 hours a day (including period 7)

Things to consider
Space: Free of clutter, comfortable to sit at, distraction free

Resources: Revision guides, stationary, calculator, revision cards etc.

Breaks: We all need breaks from study.  The mind can focus for roughly 
20minutes at a time.  A break could simply be walking around for 5 minutes and 
sitting back down.

Health: Nutrition, hydration, exercise and sleep.



Revision Timetable
If aiming to study for 2 hours and taking away a 50 minute period 7, 
this leaves 70 minutes to revise independently.

The revision timetable below provides a suggestion as to which days 
to study certain subjects.

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

Option A English Option B Maths Option C Science RE

Option D English, 
Maths or 
Science



Mocks

• Autumn mocks 8th November – 26th November 

16 school days until mocks

• Spring mocks 21st February- 11th March

• Drama Exam Wednesday 13th October



Autumn term – 14 weeks
Spring term – 12 weeks
Summer term – 4 weeks (estimated)

30 school weeks in Year 11 (4 of these are nearly 
gone!) 

150 school days in Year 11 (132 remaining!)



Mr O’Shea
English



AQA – GCSE ENGLISH

There will be 4 separate sittings in the Exam Hall next Summer:

2 for English Language – Fiction (Creative Writing) and Non-Fiction (Persuasive 
Writing)

2 for English Literature – A combination of Shakespeare, Dickens, Priestley and 
Unseen Poetry across the papers

There is also an endorsement for “Spoken Language” – this is an ongoing process 
including next week’s “Speak Out Challenge”



Revision and Preparation

Shakespeare and Priestley covered extensively in Year 10.  There are ongoing 
retrieval exercises at the start of each lesson and weekly homework focussing on 
these texts.  Currently working on Dickens (first exam question assessment this 
week).

• Weekly revision videos and written responses in Mentor time

• Weekly Language lessons (and Period 7)

• 2 dedicated revision sessions during the half-term (at school and online)

• Weekly symposium at lunchtime (Tuesdays)

- Daily revision groups for targeted students



Revision and Preparation
Crucial element for success in English is the ability to read effectively, understand 
what you read and express yourself clearly in response to the questions posed.

Full understanding and continual re-reading of the texts “Good Readers Make 
Good Writers”.  

This is covered largely in school but it is crucial that:

➢ All homework is completed as set and when due
➢ The revision materials issued (checklists and Knowledge Organisers) 

are fully utilised as part of the revision process
➢ Revision guides and instructions are followed



How are we progressing?

All content will be covered by the end 
of December 2021 (Christmas) and all 
lessons will be focussed on revision, 
practice and success from January 2022 
until the summer exams!  Constant 
improvement and review.



Revision Guides

Although everything is provided in the way of texts, revision materials and 
in lesson – some students find revision guides useful to consolidate and 
further their readings.

There are a plethora available – check online or WH Smith.  

CGP and York Notes are good!:



Online materials
• The internet is a wonderful resource for the enquiring mind.  It is also 

fantastic for English revisions.  Everything you could possibly want is available 
but it can be daunting and difficult to negotiate.

• The English department will be specific in where the students should head 
and what to watch, make note of and prepare:

Mr Bruff:



Constant Preparation
English revision is never complete!  It 
is not possible to know it all.  Trick is 
to be as prepared as one possibly can 
be:

There can never be an excuse of “I 
have finished all revision or 
preparation for English”

It is a marathon – and the ability to 
write at speed, legibly and with depth 
is fundamental.



Mrs Billings 
Mathematics



Exam structure - AQA



Assessment and weighting



Assessment

Students are given fortnightly assessment.

Students will sit a mock exam consisting of two papers 
in November 2021.

Students will sit a mock exam consisting of three 
papers in Spring 2022.



Steps to success

Ensure that you know how to use your calculator.

Learn the formulas that will not be given in the exam.

Use your revision guide, workbook and maths websites from the 
beginning.

Complete all given homework. Maths homework both written 
and on Hegarty Maths.

Make it second nature. Practise, practise and practise some 
more!

Make sure that you ask for help.



Steps to success



Topic checklist



Steps to success
www.mathsrevision.net

www.subtangent.com

www.flashymaths.com (revision games)

GCSE Answers www.gcse.com/

www.mymaths.co.uk

www.mangahigh.com

www.bbcbitesize.co.uk

www.justmaths.co.uk

www.corbettmaths.com

www.mathsgenie.co.uk

www.youtube.com

http://www.mathsrevision.net/
http://www.subtangent.com/
http://www.flashymaths.com/
http://www.gcse.com/
http://www.mymaths.co.uk/
http://www.mangahigh.com/
http://www.bbcbitesize.co.uk/
http://www.justmaths.co.uk/
http://www.corbettmaths.com/
http://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/
http://www.youtube.com/


Revision guide and Practice







Key contacts

Head of Maths

Mrs Patrice Thompson
Patrice.Thompson@oasiscoulsdon.org

Second in Charge

Mrs Juliet Billings
Juliet.Billings@oasiscoulsdon.org

mailto:Patrice.Thompson@oasiscoulsdon.org


Reminder

Pen

Pencil

Ruler

Sharpener

Planner

Compass

Protractor

Scientific calculator



Mrs Rivaldi 
Modern 
Foreign 

Languages





THE GCSE EXAM - AQA

Listening – 25%
Speaking – 25%
Reading – 25%
Writing – 25%

Higher and Foundation papers



TIMELINE

November - mocks + speaking

Christmas – Complete the SOW

January-May – Robust revision 
programme and second set of mocks.

April-May – Speaking exam



How do I revise?

Vocabulary!!!

Grammar



Top tips for learning vocabulary

Colour code!  By gender / 
tense / difficulty level / 
however you like!

Write your words on 
post-its and stick them up 
around your room.

Break long words down 
into smaller parts to make 
them more manageable.

Write a mnemonic to help you 
with difficult spellings. 
Running Helps Your Two Hips 
Move (RHYTHM)

Make up a silly sentence in 
English and include the word you 
are trying to learn.  “I want to eat 
some lovely mashed pommes de 
terre”

Revise thoroughly 
every week for your 
spelling tests.



Revising Grammar

• Review the main grammar points that are covered in class.

• Condense the main rules down into notes and use your 
highlighters and coloured pens to make the notes clear.

• Use the extra grammar exercises in the revision guide to 
practise a particular rule.

• Show your teacher and ask them for advice if you need it. They 
will be more than happy to help you!



How do I revise - Speaking?

Speaking booklet

P7

Lunchtime clubs



How do I revise - Writing?

Writing/Speaking questions

Snazzy structures

(At least) 3 x tenses

Opinions



Speaking/Writing….an example

• What do you do in your free time?

I play football.

• What do you do in your free time?

I play football and I go swimming.  I really like 
football because it is active.  Swimming is fun, 
but my teacher is strict.  Last week I played 
football with my brother in the park.  My 
brother loves football!



Online help 



Revision guides





Closing comments

• Thank you

• Parent survey

• Ms Elvin – SENCo 


