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Dear Year 9 Parents/Carers, 

 

Attendance to school 

I hope that you and your families are keeping well at this time. I am writing to you today to 

talk about the importance of high attendance to school.  

 

Over the past few years, life has at times been really unsettled for our students and we have 

learned as a community how to work in new and different ways. This has included being at 

home for long periods of time. However, this period of time has also taught us that nothing 

can provide a solid and well-rounded education like being in school, everyday, with peers, 

teachers and other professionals.  

 

We encourage all students to aim for an attendance of 96% or higher. Unfortunately, over 

recent months, the average students’ attendance to school has dropped below this 

percentage. This not only has challenging consequences for us as an Academy, but it also 

means that students are missing out on vital face to face teaching and learning. The impact 

of this will become even more apparent as students begin to study their GCSE subjects in 

Year 10. 

 

In order to support your child’s attendance to school we ask that you: 

• Talk to your child about their current attendance and the importance of attending 

school everyday (you can see up to date attendance figures through your MCAS 

account) 

• Encourage your child to attend school event when they are feeling a little under the 

weather. It can be easy to allow them to stay at home if you are now working from 

home, but your child should only have a day off school if they are absolutely too 

unwell to attend 

• If there are reasons why your child does not/is reluctant to attend school regularly, 

please ensure you speak to their mentor about this so that they are aware and can 

work with you on supporting your child through these concerns and overcome 

barriers 

• Encourage your child to be punctual, ensuring they get up early enough and plan 

enough time for their journey 

• Praise your child for making the right choices and ensuring their attendance is 

high/improving weekly 

 

We are of course aware that sometimes your child will have to have a day off school; but we 

would like to work with you to ensure that we begin to build up our student’s resilience and 

ensure that these days off become fewer, and to emphasis the importance of their education 

in the school building. 
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We will be working hard in the coming weeks to communicate with you on a regular basis 

where we have concerns about attendance, and to reward those students who do maintain 

high attendance and work to overcome barriers to improve their attendance as well. 

 

Thank you in advance for your support with this and please do get in touch with your child’s 

mentor in the first instance if we can do anything to support at this time. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Mr M Pelling 

Deputy Principal 


