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19th March 2020 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 

RE: COVID-19 Year 11 update 
 

Since our letter last night there have been further updates from the Government which have 

significant impact on our Year 11 cohort. It is therefore with great sadness that we are writing 

to inform you that today, Thursday 19th March 2020, will be their last day at the Academy. 

 

We have met with them all this morning to communicate this with them. This decision has 

not been reached lightly, but due to current staffing levels and the undue anxiety that asking 

them to remain in lessons may cause when we are uncertain of what the end of their GCSE 

year will look like, we believe that this is the best decision for all concerned.  

 

Saying Farewell 

We want to ensure that Year 11 get as many rights of passage for the end of their 

secondary education as possible. We have therefore handed out to them their good luck 

cards from Mrs Buckingham, Year 11 Family Leader, with personalised messages to 

them all in this morning’s assembly. We are also going to arrange for them to have their 

‘clap out’ procession through the Academy before the end of the day, as they would 

have done on their final day before exams; and finally there will be Year 11 shirt signing. 

 

Although it is not yet confirmed, it is highly unlikely that the Year 11 Prom will go ahead 

as planned. We do not want them to miss out on this important event and we will 

endeavour to rescheduled this for a later date when possible. We will keep you informed 

of all developments on this. 

 

Not all staff and students will get the opportunity to say all of their goodbyes today on 

such short notice. We will therefore be opening the internet café tomorrow morning 

during P1 for Year 11 students to come in and say any final farewells they would like to. 

 

Trips 

As schools are closing, school trips will obviously be cancelled as well. If your child was 

due to attend any trip during the remainder of the academic year we will be processing 

refunds to parents once the Academy is reimbursed by the event organisers. This may 

take some time and we thank you for your understanding and patience around this. 

 

Planning for the future 

We will be setting work and issuing guides for all Year 11 students on studying at home 

during this period of closure. Even though there is uncertainty about GCSE 

qualifications, we would still strongly recommend that your child engage in some of this 

work in order to keep their minds active and ready for the next step in their education. 
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It is really important that students use this time to prepare for their college courses or 

other paths they have chosen to start in the next academic year. Carrying out further 

reading on their subject or vocational choices is a great way to ensure they have a solid 

foundation in readiness for this. You can support your child by helping them to research 

literature of relevance, however, should you need any support on this please do not 

hesitate to contact your child’s mentor who will be happy to advise as best they can. 

 

Taking up new hobbies is another great way for your child to keep active during this 

period, and ensuring they keep physically active is important to a healthy lifestyle. In the 

student working from home guide we are sending home with students there are some 

tips on keeping healthy and active which you may find useful to read through in order to 

support your child. These will also be available on our website shortly. 

 

Students of key workers/students identified on the ‘vulnerable’ list 

If you would still like to take the Academy up on the offer of being able to send in your 

child if you are a key worker or they come under the ‘vulnerable’ category as identified 

by the Government, then you will still be able to utilise this service. If you are a key 

worker please ensure you have completed the survey on the below link, as shared in 

yesterday’s letter, before 2pm today so that we can begin to plan and remain in contact 

with you. We will be in touch with those on the ‘vulnerable’ list before the end of the 

week. 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/PMT3RXJ 

 

 

Year 11 Exams 

At the time of writing this letter we are still awaiting clarity on how students will be 

awarded their GCSE grades at the end of this academic year. We would not wish to 

speculate on what this may look like before we have been given further information. As 

soon as we have further news to share with you on this we will be in contact. 

 

We are deeply saddened that the end of our Year 11 student’s time with us has been cut 

short so abruptly. However, at this time we must all do whatever we can to support one other 

and keep everyone safe. Thank you all for your support over the last 5 years, it has been a 

true honour to work with your children, they are all remarkable young people and we have no 

doubt that they will go on to great things. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

     
Mr A Booth   Ms C Green 

Executive Principal  Associate Principal 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/PMT3RXJ

