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A Christmas Message from the Principal 
 
 
You will find as you read through this newsletter that the Academy  
has been a hive of activity. We have had a  very successful term and  
the Academy continues to strengthen its culture. Students have once  
again been involved in many clubs, activities and visits – some of  
which you can read about in this edition. Our recent Christmas  
Carol service was a great occasion showing the talent that is  
ever growing in the Academy; great to see many new faces and  
also a variety of instruments now being played.  
 
I am very pleased to report on further positive contributions to our  
local community from students.  Mrs Buckingham, as the Year 10  
Family Leader, has been very busy making the seasonal 1000  
Miracles for Christmas a great success. Something different this  
year has been a small group of singers going into the local  
retirement home as well as making sure the reception classes  
of the local feeder school have all received a small  gift from  
Santa. 
 
This is a time of year that we are thinking of others and giving in  
order to show our appreciation of them. However, there are a number of families  
for which Christmas is a time of additional misery and pressure. We hope to have eased that a 
little with a number of hampers being delivered to vulnerable families as a gift from all at the 
Academy. Thank you to all who contributed donations to this.  
I do hope that as you read this newsletter it will bring some cheer, inspiration and hope. I am 
very confident that the Academy is on an upward trajectory and we will continue to plan and work 
hard over the next year for this to be a reality .  
Hope is very important with so much anxiety and unknown in the United Kingdom currently. It is 
at this time of year we are reminded that there is also the Christian message of hope which came 
in the form of Jesus being born as the saviour of the world. Whatever your understanding or be-
lief, let us continue to believe in each other and celebrate this over Christmas and New Year. 
Have a really blessed Christmas and New Year.  I look forward to all of 2019 and what it brings.  
 
 

Mr A Booth 

Principal 



Happy holidays to you all. 

 

Year 7 have now completed their first full term here at Oasis and be-
cause they have settled in so well, September now feels like a distant 
memory. They have been getting involved with Academy life, most 
recently with the carol concert which was a fabulous evening, I was 
very proud to see year 7 perform. Both boys and girls have been get-
ting stuck in with rugby and I have had reports that we have talented 
players.  

 

The last 2 weeks of term year 7 have been on a mission to make 
their school community a bit more of a happier place. Each year 7 
student was given a card in their assembly which had a random act 
of kindness on, their mission has been to see how many times they 
can do this act of kindness over the 2 weeks.  

 

Year 7 student council have been representing their mentor groups well with their “student voice”, 
It has been wonderful to have mature meetings with them and to hear their thoughts and ideas. 

 

I look forward to seeing you all in January! 

 

Mrs Holt 

Year 7 Family Leader 



** **chI hope that the first term has gone well and that you and your families are looking forward to the holi-
days. Students in Year 8 will shortly be choosing their GCSE options. As part of this process, students are 
considering their potential future careers. To support them with this, I will be holding workshops so that 
students have the opportunity to discuss a variety of career options available to them.  

If you are available to volunteer some time during the weeks beginning the 4th or the 11th of February, to 
discuss your career (including the qualifications needed if applicable) and what your day to day role en-
tails, please can you email me on ian.falvey@oasiscoulsdon.org. Your child does not have to be in year 8 
to volunteer! 

 

Geography 
The second floor has become a glitter gold sensation with our 
new Geography display highlighting year 7’s outstanding Geog-
raphy homework projects. All year 7 students were tasked to 
produce a global guide book of a country of their choice. All stu-
dents clearly applied themselves fully to the task at hand. The 
overall result was astonishing. Every project that was completed 
was informative, interesting and captivating. Each project pro-
vided a detailed overview of the countries location, their cul-
ture, the language and the main attractions to visit. Well done 
to all year 7 students. A fantastic effort. Keep up the great work. 
Mr Simmonds  - Head of Geography 

The Friends of Oasis Coulsdon would like to thank all the 
parent/carers for their support over the last year. We 
had a great Fireworks evening back on the 9th Novem-
ber and the Christmas Fair on the 24th November. Your 
donations to the Fair made a huge difference and raised 
over £800 on the day. 

A new date for next year is our Quiz Night to be held on 
the 1st March.  So please come along with a team and 
have a fantastic evening.  

Wishing you all a safe and Happy Christmas. 

Claire Taylor 

Chair of FOAC  

FOAC 

mailto:ian.falvey@oasiscoulsdon.org


Congratulations to all students that took part in the Children in Need on Thursday 13th November. It was so encouraging to 

see students keen to get involved in this National event. The cake sale raised lots, and completely sold out of the hundreds of 

cakes baked by students (and we suspect a little help from some parents!). The academy has never been so silent with over 

forty students carrying out a sponsored silence, as well as onesies of all shapes and sizes.  

 

In assembly this half term we were delighted, along with the mentors, to present certificates to many of our family for their  

outstanding attitude to learning. Well done to all who achieved their reward and certificate and we look forward to seeing 

the teacher assessments for this half term and hopefully presenting even more certificates in the New Year.  

 

It has been amazing to see so many students knocking on the office door keen to inform us that they have achieved their 

Family Leader award. It has been an absolute pleasure to present them with their Family Leader award pin which we are sure 

they will wear with pride. 

 

 

 

Students and staff at the Academy commemorated those 

who have served in both world wars, and subsequent 

conflicts, on Remembrance Sunday. We were extremely 

proud to take part in the Remembrance Service at St 

John’s Church again this year to pay tribute to those who 

have fallen. Thank you to our Head Boy & Girl who  

represented the Academy at this event.  

Year 11 update 
We have reached the end of a busy term!  I suspect your  son/daughter will be grateful for a rest.  They certainly deserve 

some relaxation after what should have been a productive period of work and 

activity.  I hope you will all get to enjoy some time together as a family during 

this holiday period. 

You should recently have received the latest Interim Report for your child and I 

hope you have taken the time to discuss the results of this to formulate an 

effective plan that your son/daughter should adopt once they return in January 

2019.  The next term will see the intensity increase again.  There will be a sec-

ond Mock Exam Period commencing on 25th February 2019 and lasting until the 

8th March 2019.  Although staff will be holding numerous intervention sessions 

for students it is vital that we can rely on you to ensure excellent attendance to 

these.  It should be the norm for your son/daughter to remain at the Academy 

because of these sessions until 4pm.  Even if a student is not required to attend intervention there 

is a silent study room (F19) which they can use until this time.  If students are not at intervention, 

doing some silent study, or, engaging in other extra-curricular activities then they should leave the 

Academy site and begin their journey home.  I trust we can also count on your support in ensuring 

that some additional revision is being done at home to enhance the learning of key information 

required for the GCSE examinations.  Regular attendance is even more important during the next 

few months.  Please ensure you contact the school as soon as possible (preferably before 8.30am) 

and leave a message if your child is absent for any reason.During the last term the Year group 

should have enjoyed an end of term get together at the Guildford Spectrum ice-skating rink, a 

Friday afternoon Barbecue, a visit to the Excel Careers Convention and a festive Xmas meal, served by some of our excellent 

student leaders!  Our two “shout-out” assemblies where staff have provided congratulations and praise to deserving pupils 

have proved popular and I hope the number of positive messages will continue to increase every half term.Our Head Girl 

Tasia-Jade Bogle and a select group of students are working tirelessly to raise money for the End of Year Prom.  Car washes, 

cake sales, and raffles are just some of the events that have been organised.  I am also aware that there are many more to 

follow and hope the year group will get on board to support these.We have now finalised a price for the Yearbook and Leav-

ers Hoodies and further communication about these will be forthcoming at the start of next term.  I am in no doubt that 

these will be a fantastic memento of the time your child has spent at Oasis Academy Coulsdon. 

I would also like to remind you once again of a very important date in the calendar that is quickly approaching, the Year 11 

Parents Evening on 17th January 2019 from 4.30pm – 7.30pm.  This is a vital time to discuss subject specific progress and 

targets.  Please make every effort to attend and book appointments with teachers for this evening. Finally, I would like to 

take this opportunity to wish you and your family a very Merry Xmas and a joyful New Year. 

Best wishes and take care over the holiday period! 

Mr J Cheshire—Year 11 Family Leader 



1000 Miracles for Christ-

mas 

Once again we are amazed and touched by the gener-

osity of our students and their families for our annual 

‘1000 miracles for Christmas’ together we accomplished; 

 300 Christmas Cards delivered to our neighbours  

 120 Primary School children surprised with a visit 

from Father Christmas and given a small gift. 

 55 Toys for children in hospital over Christmas for 

the St George’s Hospital Amazon Wish List, from 

an astonishing £550 in donations. 

 30 Christmas food hampers for our local  

community in need. 

·  200 Chocolates and good wishes handed out to 
shoppers in Coulsdon Town Centre. 

 20 spaces at Crisis at Christmas for the homeless. 

 1 Mountain bike donated to a child in need in our 

local community. 

 A visit from 15 year 10s to Buxton Lodge care 

home to sing Christmas carols 

 250 mini candy canes handed out 

 55 tickets sold for raffle prizes 

 150 candy canes brought by students and given 

with thank you notes to others 

 60 presents for our on site Nursery, Brightsparks 

Totalling 1256 Mini Christmas Miracles. Thank you! 



Name: Ruby Webster 

Year group: 7  House: Keller 

I am super pleased to be writing about our very 
own Ruby Webster and what a little superstar 
she is. Ruby decided she wanted to raise 
money for the Little Princess Trust and the 
Royal Marsden having been effected per-
sonally by cancer within her family. In order 
to raise money for her given charities she 
agreed to cut her hair and donate it to The 
Princess  Trust who make wigs from real 
hair for children with cancer that may have 
suffered hair loss. She has managed to sin-
gle handedly raise £1400 for the Little Prin-
cess Trust and £500 for the Royal Marsden 
which has bought every child on the 
Marsden ward an Amazon Kindle and Amazon 
Voucher. We are ridiculously proud of Ruby 
and are very impressed with the passion she 
has shown! 

This is the first Showcase here at Oasis and  

exhibits the talented students in a variety of  

subject areas across the Arts including; Art, 

Dance, Drama, Music, Resistant Materials and 

Textiles. Work was be performed live as well as 

on display and proved to be a hugely successful 

event. 

Art Exhibition 



It feels like the term has flown, even this will 
be our longest term this academic year! Year 8 have worked extremely well this 

half term, considering that they launched straight into exams when they arrived back from the 
break. As a year group, the students of Year 8 performed extremely well in their assessments. 
Obviously, this means that the bar will be raised for the Block 2 assessments, but I am sure that 
the students are more than up to the challenge. 

It has been a half term where students have been able to show their talents in a number 
of areas. A large number of Year 8 students contributed to the Remembrance event in the 
Academy with pieces from each department in the Academy. There were also some amazing 
musical performances from the Year 8 band, and the duo of Zara and Horeb, who performed 
both in assemblies and in our recent Carol Concert. Thank you to all of the students who have 
contributed to enrich these events! 

As we approach the holidays, I would like to wish everyone, students and parents, a 
restful break. When we return in 2019, we will be focussing more on the upcoming options 
choices and looking to assist students in their decision making. It should be an exciting time for 
students as they think about their future decisions. 

Finally a reminder to students that when we return on January 8th, that we will be check-
ing up on everyone, so please ensure that you are fully equipped and looking smart and ready 
to learn in full school uniforms. 

Have a lovely break, and we’ll see you in the New Year! 

Ian Falvey—Year 8 Family Leader  

 

 

OAC Running Team 

We are  delighted to announce that £400 has been 
raised by our school running team. On Thursday 6th 
December, after months of training, every member of 
the team run a distance of 5K. The team endured rain, 
cold winds and lots of mud but stuck together as a 
team and helped each other through every inch of the 
5K run. We are incredibly proud of all of our runners 
for stepping forward to raise money for such a special 
charity. The money that was raised will go towards 
helping Children in Need continue to keep children 
across the UK, safe, happy and secure and will allow 
children the opportunity to achieve their potential. 

Mr Simmonds 

Instrumental Lessons 
If you are interested in learning an instrument or how to sing properly, we have a range of exciting opportunities and  

instruments on offer. Lessons are provided by professionals who through Croydon Music and Arts provide lessons at a  

more discounted rate than if you were to go privately. Instruments on offer are:  Singing, Piano, Drums, Guitar, Flute,  Clarinet 

and Saxophone. If you are interested, contact Mrs Richardson, Head of Music for more information and  an application form.   

                    Elisabeth.richardson@oasiscoulsdon.org 

mailto:Elisabeth.richardson@oasiscoulsdon.org




As we approach the end of another very busy term I would like to congratulate the 
many students that have continued to show resilience and rigour from arriving to 
the Academy on dark mornings on time with a smile on their face ready to learn, to 
working hard in lessons and volunteering in their own time to help at Academy 
events. The students have made a fantastic start to their GCSEs and are showing 
great potential, their work ethic and commitment to improving has been something 
myself and their mentors have been extremely proud of them for, long may it con-
tinue! 

During this term we reflected on the 100 year anniversary of the end of World War 
One and students in years 7, 8 and 9 were shown a wonderful video made by Mat-
thew Franks of the History trip that took place in July. Thank you Matthew for 
spending the time making this video, it was lovely for students to see this from a 
peer’s perspective and allowed them time to consider the importance of this com-
memorative event. 

Students have also been involved in rugby tournaments, badminton matches and 
lots of house competitions. A huge thank you to those students that donated to the 
Christmas fair and especially to those that gave their time up to support on the ac-
tual day, your time and help is very much appreciated. 

 

Have a wonderful Christmas holiday, rest and spend time with family and friends 
and we look forward to seeing you on 8

th
 January. 

 

Miss Kavanagh—Year 9 Family Leader 

Year 9 Update 

After 4 rounds, 18 students and 2 weeks of games we finally have a win-
ner of the house chess tournament for 2018, Blaze Kirby! Blaze fought off 
Alistair MacLeod in the final to claim top spot, and done so after a very in-
tense final which could of swung either way right up until the last move! To 
reach the final, Alistair had to very tough task of beating last year’s champion 
Rivah Kirby in the semis, with Blaze beating Daanyaal Zaman in the other final. 
Rivah went on to claim 3rd spot and Daanyaal claim 4th! The quality were 
amazing this year, with many new faces to coming and giving chess a go. 
Thank you to all the students who took part, and I hope you carry on improv-
ing so we can make next year’s even better!  



News from History 
On Friday the 9th of November the academy staged its own commemoration to mark the end-
ing, 100 years ago on the 11th of November, of World War One. 

Students from Years 7 & 8 were provided with insights into various aspects of the war includ-
ing the songs of the period, the poetry of the trenches, the medical innovations that resulted 
from the huge numbers of casualties, the geographical changes the war brought about and  

how soldiers viewed their life through their letters.  Of particular note was the personal story  

Mrs Buckingham shared of her grandfather's service during the war and the reading of the  

names of Old Coulsdon's fallen. 

The event provided students with an opportunity to remember and reflect upon the war and  

to remember those that fought, and died, for this country a century ago. 

The History department would like to thank all the students and members of staff who  

participated in this event. 

 
 
It is that time of year when students studying Food Preparation and Nutrition 
get the chance to show their skills in the Christmas Cake competition. This 
year saw the three GCSE groups really rise to the challenge of designing, 
making and decorating a fruit cake. Mrs Ward and I were amazed at the quali-
ty, thought and skill that the students showed in the students finished designs. 
Each year one person from each of the groups is chosen as that class winner. 
It was particularly hard to pick just one winner from each of the groups as the 
calibre of what was produced was of such a high standard. However, three 
people were picked and I am happy to announce the winners were: Evie 
Goodyear from 10C1, Raygan Bikhazi from 10C2 and Katie Arnold from 10D. 
Well done to everyone in all the Food groups as you all did amazingly well. 
Mrs Ward and I hope that you and your families enjoy your cakes on Christ-
mas Day. 

Yr 10 Christmas Cake competition 

From left to right; Katie Arnold, Evie Goodyear, Raygan Bikhazi 



1 
Starting every Monday, GCSE PE students will be able to test their skills in special practical moder-

ation clubs. This is essential for students who have to the potential to be entered for these sports.  

Badminton – 14th Jan and 21st Jan  

Handball – 28th Jan and 4th Feb  

Table Tennis – 11th Feb  

2 

On Monday 26th November, eight year 7 boys represented the academy in the borough 5 a side 
competition at Riddlesdown School. The team came up against strong competition in their group 
from Oasis Shirley Park, Harris Crystal Palace, Tenisons and Woodcote. The boys didn’t lose a 
game in their group by drawing 0-0 against Harris Crystal Palace and Woodcote. In the last two 
games the team showed their ability and beating Oasis Shirley Park 3-0 and Tenisons 2-0. The 
team progressed into the quarter finals and played Riddlesdown, it was a very tight game and the 
full time whistle went at 0-0. Extra time was played and Riddlesdown scored two quick goals to 
send them into the final. A 3rd and 4th place play off was next against Harris Purley, it was anoth-
er tight game but Harris scored late on to win the game. Nevertheless the boys played great foot-
ball and are a real credit to the academy. YR 7 5-a-side Squad: Teddy Cook, Thomas Booth, Moses 
Bitasu, Jamie Harris-Jesson, Daniel Langley, Stanley Murray, Freddie Haynes and Sammy Holt. 

3 

4 

Calling all swimmers! On Tuesday the 8th January, swimming trials will be held. If you swim regu-

larly outside of school, come down to the PE office for a letter! If successful at the swimming trials, 

you will represent the academy at the Croydon Schools Swimming Gala at Trinity school on 

Wednesday the 16th January.  

Fitness Friday has continued this year and is better than ever! The amount of students coming down has 

been fantastic but there is still room for more. What better way to kick start your weekend than to work up 

a sweat, get fit while listening to some banging tunes… oh and laughing at Mr Savage singing and dancing! 

Never been before? Not to worry, the Year 9 Fitness Friday Crew will be there to guide you in the right di-

rection. Table Tennis Club takes place Every Tuesday after school in the Sports Hall until 4:30pm. There has 

been a massive influx of interest for the sport thanks to the hard work of Mr Stanley. If longer rackets are 

more for you, then come to badminton club every Thursday after school.  



 

 

 
 

You may be aware that we are part of the Jack Petchey Achievement Award Scheme.   

Each term students, teachers, parents and any non-teaching staff can nominate a pupil who they think de-
serves to be recognised.   

"Award winners do not have to be the best at sport, work or anything else, but they must have contribut-
ed to the school or local community in a significant way.  Equally, Achievement Award Winners can be 
recognised for personal developments and positive personality traits." 

 

Winner : Miles Michael-Reid 
Age : 16 
Reason for award : It was when he signed up to the first year of The Academy running The Duke of 
Edinburgh scheme that his personality and talents became a force to be reckoned with. His outlook on eve-
rything became infectious, humour, compassion, resilience and a sense of adventure got him through a very 
tough task. In his own words ‘I’ve never walked more than half an hour’ came back to haunt him and his 
group when they took over 8 hours to reach their destination. The practice expedition was a shock to the 
system, but not one Michael was prepared to take on board as a defeat. We lost other students due to the 
difficulty but he came back for the assessed expedition with a renewed hunger to succeed. Yet again, it was 
an arduous task but one that was completed with dedication and grit that will serve him well when he leaves 
school and starts his next adventure. Michael was also responsible for a vlog that documented their group’s 
painful but hilarious journey. This was edited in his own time during the summer holidays to a very high 
standard. The video has since been instrumental as a tool I will continue to use over the years ahead to en-
courage other students to take part in The DofE. For that, we are most thankful. Since his completion 
(incidentally he was the first) he has signed up for The Young Enterprise Award and already decided to 
tackle the Gold DofE. We genuinely believe Miles is deservedly due recognition for being an all round 
achiever, his personal development and maturity over this last year, has been a joy to watch.  
Was spent on : other 
Other item brought : Tent for Duke of Edinburgh. Costing : 125 
Other item brought : Year 11 Prom - Buffet. Costing : 125 
Total Spend : 250 

Winner : Caroline Hillsley 
Age : 15 
Reason for award : Since May 2017, Caroline has been in for the majority of lunchtimes, even 
though I only ask for a commitment of one per week. Even now that she is a Prefect and has other duties 
during the week, she still comes in to help, when she is free. Caroline immediately heads to the returns pile 
and shelves, to makes sure they are tidy and helps the younger monitors with their tasks, giving them guid-
ance, when they need it. She is friendly to the other monitors, regardless of their year group and is always 
willing to help student library users with, finding books, printing homework or other enquires. Caroline 
should be recognised for her resilience and perseverance, as every time she comes in, she repeats the 
same tasks, never with complaint.  
Was spent on : equipment 
Equipment brought : Young Adult Fiction Books for Library. Costing : 250 
Total Spend : 250 

Winner : Charlotte Sandle 
Age : 13 
Reason for award : An exceptional young player who has inspired and encouraged many girls from 
various year groups to play Rugby. Charlotte's commitment to developing her skills in Rugby has been rec-
ognised not only by us at the Academy but also by an outside club - Warlingham RFC. Charlotte now plays 
for their A team and continues to demonstrate the fundamental rules of rugby such as Respect, teamwork, 
enjoyment, discipline and sportsmanship. Charlotte always displays great leadership qualities in sports and 
academia.  
Was spent on : equipment 
Equipment brought : End of Season Rugby Award - Trophies. Costing : 250 
Total Spend : 250 



Spring Term 2019 

 Monday 7th January—INSET  

 Day 

 Tuesday 8th January   

First day of spring term 1 

 Friday 15th February:        

Last day of spring term 1 

 Monday 18th  – Friday 22nd February:       

Half term 

 Monday 25th February:         

First day of spring 2 

 Friday 5th April:        

Last day of spring term 2 

 Monday 8th  – Thursday 18th April:    

Easter Holidays 

 Friday 19th and Monday 22nd April 

 Bank Holidays 

 Summer Term 2019 

 Monday 23rd April:       

First day of summer term 1 

 Monday 6th May:           

Bank holiday 

 Friday 24th May:              

Last day of summer 1 

 Monday 27th May 

 Bank Holiday 

  Tuesday 28th—Friday 31st  May     

Half term 

 Monday 3rd June: 

Frist day of Summer term 2 

 Friday  19th July:           

Last day of Summer term 2 

 Monday 22d and Tuesday 23rd July  

 INSET DAYS 

Autumn Term 1 2019 

 Monday 2ndSeptember– INSET Day 

 Tuesday 3rd September:       

First day of autumn term for Years 7 & 11 

 Wednesday 4th September: 

First day of autumn term for Years 8-10  

(Years 7 & 11 also to attend) 

 Monday 21st October—Friday 1st  

November: 

Half Term 

 

TERM  

DATES 




