
 
The new academic year is well  
underway.  We have enjoyed welcoming our 
new Year 7 Family who appear to have settled 
well into Academy life, already supporting many 
clubs and activities.  Year 8 recently have  
demonstrated their creative skills in constructing  
models of our coast line for Geography. Seeing over 150 
models in one space looks spectacular!  Year 11 have hit 
the ground running and are showing resolve and  
determination to be successful.  Many are arriving early and 
staying late revising and attending interventions - a very promising 
start.  

It was great to see so many parents attend the recent information  
evenings where we are able to assist and give some insight into making the 
year the best it can be and ensuring that outcomes for all are met. 

The Academy continues to secure its place within the community as a local  
school of choice for many families . This was very evident at the recent open  
evening where we were visited by well over 800 individuals. Exciting days are ahead.  

The Academy is getting prepared for the seasonal activities for next term already, and it is 
great to see such enthusiasm by the senior prefect team to make these possibly the best 
yet.  

The development of rugby at the Academy continues to go well with over 6 local 
schools attending a rugby festival which was run by the PE department supported by 
the RFU.  There was some real talent on show and great to see the girls’  
teams also participating strongly. We will be having another festival for the  
older students soon. 

The next term is especially busy with the onset of Christmas and Year 11  
examinations. Please be sure to look at the calendar and plan to support 
us with the various events. The next event is the firework display on  
Friday 9th November, followed soon after by the Christmas fair on  
Saturday 24th November. These are great community events for all 
the family and I hope to see you there.  In the meantime,  
enjoy the autumnal half term. 

Yours sincerely, 
 
 
                              
 
Mr Booth 
Principal 

@OasisCoulsdon 

Newsletter 
October 2018 

  We are delighted to share our  

2018 GCSE results with you–  

yet another fantastic set of results  

for our recent cohort of Year 11 leavers.  

An impressive 62% of students achieved  

levels 4-9 in both English & Maths, whilst 22%  

of all results were A*/A grades. Our progress 8  

score has been verified at +0.12 meaning that  

our students make above expected progress. 

http://www.oasisacademycoulsdon.org/content/student-achievement-15


 

@ Croydon Celebrating Age Week  

Mr Stanley reports... 

Wow what a half term! Overall Year 7 have settled into Academy life very well.  
 
I am very proud of how the year group have been presenting themselves and 
their work. They are proving to be conscientious students and striving for their 
very best. Already we are seeing students with lots of House Points, I look  
forward to seeing some of them get badges during their upcoming house  
assemblies! It has been wonderful to hear about the many clubs Year 7 have 
been getting involved with and how much they are enjoying them, from Drama 
to Science, PE to Music….. they have been throwing themselves into  
extra-curricular activities with great enthusiasm. 
 
We have also enjoyed the Gideon’s assembly this half term with a variety of 
exotic and cuddly animals being brought in for students to meet. It was great to 
see some overcoming fears and getting up close with an albino python– a  
regular visitor for a number of years now. 
 
Mentors have been working with their students on embedding  
routines, including how to use the Personal Organiser effectively 
and what is the correct Culture for Learning. Within mentor  
sessions Year 7 have been introduced to Numeracy Ninjas, whole 
class reading for literacy, and also their PSHE curriculum. In 
PSHE we have been looking at Friendships and Bullying.  
 
It is scary to think that our first half term is already done, but 
here’s to the rest of the year! Well done Year 7 for making a great 
start, let’s carry on as we have started. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Mrs Holt 
Year 7 Family Leader 

Praise for OAC 

Student 
We were thrilled to received an email from 

The Friends of Grange Park Old Coulsdon, 

who coordinated the Grange Park annual 

clean, praising one of our students for taking 

part. 

Zach Drolet, pictured to the right, was part 

of the redesigning of the park some years 

ago and since then has taken a keen  

interest in ensuring it is kept looking at its 

best.  

The Friends commented “The Trustees are 
very pleased to see members of Oasis Academy 
Coulsdon helping with local charity work in this 
way. Our sincere thanks are passed to Zach for 
all his hard work.” 

Well Done Zach– keep up the good work! 



Name: Jessica Venter   

Year group: 8  House: Einstein 
On Sunday 16th September Jessica competed in the ‘Sunshine Tour’ equestrian championships, Show Jumping 
event at the All England Showground, Hickstead. To compete in the championships Jessica needed to qualify at 
Felbridge Show Ground on the 15th July where she came 2nd in her round. I’m pleased to say we’ve just received 
the results and Jessica came 13th out of 27 participants in her class jumping an impressive 85cm. We caught up 
with Jessica to ask her some questions about her riding: 
What is your favourite part about horse riding and competitions? I love riding horses because of the way it makes me 
feel. I can’t explain in words, its a feeling from within. When l compete in competition l enjoy the challenge and it makes me a 
better rider as l learn from the experience. 
Do you have an ambition of a level of riding you would like to reach? I would like to accomplish jumping 1metre 20 at 
big affiliated competition like Olympia. 
Would you recommend it to others? Most definitely!  It takes time and practice but it’s well worth the effort and commitment. 
   Do you have any top tips for those looking to try this out for the first time? I would recommend  
       Tandridge Priory Riding centre in Oxted as l learnt to ride there and think  
           they’re great!  

This half term in English, Year 7 have been 
learning about non-fiction writing by studying 
speeches, letters and articles about gender 
and stereotypes. We have looked at writers 
from Malala Yousefzai and Caitlin Moran to 
Queen Elizabeth I and Emmeline Pankhurst.  
Students have learnt how to use techniques 
like epiplexis, hypophora, juxtaposition and 
metaphor. 
 
Year 7s have written speeches to Jeremy Hunt 
about equal education and to their peers about 
bullying, and letters to Principals who do not 
allow girls to wear trousers to school.  
 
Sam Merson wrote that, “poverty and  
terrorism can be beaten with knowledge”.  
 

Sacha Dil Devincenzi wrote that, “today, we pick up our books 
and  pens and we support and fight for an education for the 
boy who can’t read and the girl who can’t write.”  

 

Korey Bernard said that he wanted to, “raise up his voice  
so that we can win the fight against illiteracy so we can all  
change society.”  
 

Louis Chabre-Tocquet asked teachers to, “subvert the patriarchy  
and let us be egalitarian.”  
 

Beaux Roberts discussed how, “nobody should be judged or  
oppressed by tyrants who feel superior to others.”  
 

Satrina Owusu Amankwaah wrote that she has, “seen and heard many  
cases of misogyny and always wondered why.”  
 

Lily-Mae Gibson said that, “we should subvert stereotypes, not reinforce  
them.”  
 
This is just a sample of some truly outstanding writing from Year 7; we are  
excited to see them continue to make excellent progress throughout the year  
and their time at the Academy. Next up for Year 7 is Oliver Twist! 

Well done to all students who brought in  

donations for our Purley Food Hub appeal 

this half term. Together we managed to  

deliver of 400 items to the centre! 



On Tuesday the 2nd of October, 38 Year 9 students took part in the 
‘build a bridge’ project run by Bam Nuttall and Mott Macdonald- two 
major engineering companies who were part of operations such as the 
East Croydon Bridge.  

For the project students were separated into two groups of their own 
choosing and had a challenge that tested not only their communication 
and teamwork stills, but their leadership and scientific knowledge. In 
the first group the students had to form in to groups of four and work 
together to build a bridge of 30cm out of connects; the team that build 
the bridge which could hold the most weight won! To create a  
successful bridge students had to listen to the preceding seminar very 
carefully to understand the they different forces acting upon the bridge.  

Meanwhile, in the second group, the students where split in to two  
further groups to build an eight foot bridge across the sports hall but 
each starting at separate ends! Vigorously testing their teamwork- the 
bridge if not assembled correctly would have to be redone completely. 
During the exercise, students were allowed to dress up in the safety 
clothes provided by the company. This outfit included: hi-vis coat or 
vest, hard hats, safety goggles, and gloves to protect from the dangers 
of metal.  

The students claimed, “it was fun and taught us a lot! It has also 
opened up many more career options to do with engineering”. 



Year 8 Report 

This half term has been a busy one in the Academy, and 
it has been no different for Year 8. Moving up a year in the 
Academy comes with higher expectations in terms of the 
level of work in lessons, and so far Year 8 have been a 
match for the challenge. One area this has been apparent 
is in the quality of the Geography projects produced by 
students (check out the article to the right!) I have been 
blown away by the standard of work that has been  
produced and my hope is as the year goes on, Year 8 
continue to go from strength to strength.  
 
This is the beginning of an extremely important year for 
Year 8 students, as this summer they will be picking their 
GCSE options. It is often a stressful time for students, but 
as long as they continue to work hard across the board 
that decision will hopefully be made easier for them. 
 
With regards to House competitions, once again the  
students have excelled. In particular in the MFL  
competition where Molly Robinson came first, which is an 
amazing achievement. We also had Joseph  
Nwanko-Bokesa, Lucas Hardgrave, Shreya Chandran, 
Tash Langley and Jolie Stephenson all joint third place, 
which shows the strength of the year group overall. There 
have also been a number of generous donations to the 
Purley Food Hub by the year group, which has formed a 
part of the other House Competition running on this  
half-term. 
 
As we approach the half term break I hope that all of the  
students have a restful time. When we come back, the  
weather will be colder and it will be darker, but with the 
start that we have had, I’m certain that Year 8 will  
continue to show the resilience they already have, and 
have another excellent half-term. 
 

Mr Falvey 
Year 8 Family Leader 

https://www.cipherchallenge.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/CC2018-Poster-A4-png-for-Twitter.png


https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/child-safety-online-a-practical-guide-for-parents-and-carers/child-safety-online-a-practical-guide-for-parents-and-carers-whose-children-are-using-social-media/ldncdnfile01/radfordk$/Academy%20Council.zip
https://www.internetmatters.org/advice/14plus/
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Cross County 
The academy took over 80 students down to Lloyd park to compete in the Croydon Schools Cross-Country 
Championships on Wednesday 10th October. 
 

In the Year 7 boys race the A team finished in 6th place out of 12 teams competing and was one of only two 
schools to enter 3 teams into the race. The Year 8/9 boys teams came 7th out of 15 teams, with the Year 
10/11 team finishing 2nd in their race. The Year 7 girls team came 6th out of 11 competing schools. The 
Year 8/9 teams finished in 12th and 13th place, with Katie Jefferson in Year 11 finishing in 3rd place in the 
girls Year 10/11 race.  

Fitness Friday 
Students and staff from the Academy have been attending the Fitness Friday class after school each week 
to get fitter. Over 30 students attend the club from 3.15-4pm each week where they are put through their 
paces by Mr Savage! 
The weights and fitness area continues to be used by KS4 students and once again it is great to see  
students at the Academy taking their fitness levels seriously and keeping active. 

3 

Fire Cadets 

 

Fire Cadets is a completely free, nationally recognised programme for 14 to 17 year olds, that offers 

young people the opportunity to gain a BTEC Level 2 Award in Fire and Rescue Services in the  

Community, alongside developing their confidence and personal skills and learning key  

transferable life skills.  

 

If you are interested in joining the  Croydon Fire Cadets you can find out more by visiting their  

website here. 

4 

Rugby 
Rugby at the Academy continues to grow, with numbers soaring in attendance to the Year 7 and 8 boys and 
girls rugby club on a Monday night! Over 60 students have attended the club each week, with 70 students 
taking part in the rugby festival held here on the 11th October by the RFU.  Eight schools attended but Oasis 
Academy Coulsdon managed to field 5 teams, including 2 girls’ sides and 3 boys’ sides.  
 

Coaches from the RFU and Old Caterhamians Rugby Club have been in lessons and after school clubs 
coaching and helping to run teams.  A massive thank you for all their hard work and effort supporting the PE 
department this term. Fixtures are now being played for the first time across the Academy, with matches 
against Cheam High, Southborough and other local schools now becoming regular fixtures. 

Table Tennis Tournament 
After a wonderful tournament full of great matches we arrived at the final of Wimbledon 2018. 32 staff and 
32 students entered the competition and now there was just one member of staff and one student left to 
battle it out for the trophy at lunchtime in the agora on Wednesday 3rd October 
2018. There was a massive crowd gathered for the match  for finalists Omari  
Levers and Mr Stanley. 
 
It was a very good match and Omari’s spin serve and ability to return even the 
most awkward shots was presenting Mr Stanley with all sorts of problems. 
Omari’s talent and nerve prevailed as he finally put Mr Stanley out of his misery 
right on the bell. Mr Booth presented Omari with the trophy which was well earned and well 
deserved.  
 
Congratulations Omari on a well deserved victory and a huge thanks to Kristian Taylor for  
brilliant umpiring, Billy Kilpatrick for scoring,  and Mr Wiltshire for helping with the organising of 
this mammoth event. 
 
Wimbledon 2019 will take place in June 2019, please see Mr Stanley if you are interested in 
taking part. Table Tennis club runs every Tuesday after school from 3-4.30pm in the Sports 
Hall for students to work on their skills ready for next year’s tournament! 

https://www.london-fire.gov.uk/community/young-people/fire-cadets/joining-fire-cadets/




We would like to welcome our new 

House Leaders who joined the House 

team this year: 

 

Well done to everyone who has taken part in House  

competitions this half term, results so far are: 
 

MFL House Comp 

We were packed to capacity and the following were our winners: 

1st Place  Molly Robinson, Owens 2nd Place   Beaux Roberts, Owens 

        Oscar Jeanes, Einstein 

3rd Place  A joint win with all 4 Houses banking 150 house points. 
 

Purley Food Hub  

Students inundated us with food for this competition– a particularly massive thank 

you to year 7, they were certainly our big collectors. 

1st Place  Owens   2nd Place  Churchill 

3rd Place  Einstein  4th Place  Keller 
 

Don’t miss our Christmas Card Competition coming up next half term! 

House Leaders 

 
It was a Friday morning break time and within seconds of the bell ringing there 

was a long queue winding out of G10 into the Agora. No, it wasn’t Dua Lupa or 

Rihanna signing autographs, it was OAC’s very own Macmillan ‘Biggest cake 

and coffee morning’ cake sale to raise money for cancer support . 

Myself, Ms John, Ms Dadswell, Mr Hill, Liv Garland, and Owen Dunne were on 

a mission to sell cakes that Ms John, my Mum, and I had supplied– some 

homemade! 

With the help of Mr Hill acting as crowd control at 

the door, very soon the plates were emptying and 

the money didn’t stop coming! The enthusiasm and 

support from students and teachers was amazing, 

Mr Sheridan even bought an entire cake for the 

staffroom. We raised a grand total of £133.66. 

Year 11 Report 



 

 

Star of the Week 
Year 7 
 Kallai Gordon-  Joyful 

 Layla Jerome and Otis Michael-Reid– Honest 

 All Year 7s who brought in cakes for Meet the 

Mentor– Considerate 

 Lenny Kennett– Self-Controlled 

 Katie Collins– Joyful 
 

Year 9 

 Oliver Hayward and Callum Card– Joyful 

 Mollie Conrad– Compassionate & Patient 

 Joe Blake– Joyful 

 Zach Drolet– Compassionate & Considerate 

 Bruno Alessi—Self-Controlled 
 

Year 11 

 All of Year 11– Hopeful 

 Year 11 Open Evening Helpers– Joyful 

 Jessica Bonwick– Compassionate 

 Year 11 Young Enterprise Students– Joyful 

 GCSE Drama Students– Joyful 

Year 8 
 Sam Hellens-  Hopeful 

 Year 8 Open Evening Helpers– Joyful 

 Oliver Hickson– Considerate 

 Fin Riley– Joyful 

 Rugby Festival Students– Joyful 
 

Year 10 

 Juste Mena – Humble 

 Year 10 Open Evening Helpers– Considerate & 

Joyful 

 Maryann Vincent– Patient, Humble, Honest 

 Juste Mena– Joyful 

 Amy Collins, Chloe Cooper, Anna Herring, Emily 

Taylor, and Hollie Taylo– Considerate 
 

Sports Star 

 Robyn Sillitto, Syed Maghrabi and Kiera  

Connolly-Bailey – 14/09/18 

 Thomas Ashley– 21/09/18 

 Atlanta Carney– 28/09/18 

 Jacob Whyte– 05/10/18 

 Croydon Cross Country Championships  

Participants– 12/10/18 

What a fantastic start Year 10 have made to the beginning of the academic year. I have found that the majority have 
come back with a positive attitude and work ethic and I have received many emails from teachers saying how well 
they are doing. This positivity needs to continue throughout the year which will go a long way to them achieving 
some excellent results.  

One of the first duties Year 10 were asked to perform was to help with the open evening as tour guides. So many of 
them volunteered and were amazing ambassadors for the Academy. We had a number of emails and comments 
from parents praising individuals for their professionalism and honesty which were so pleasing to recieve. 

There were two main events introduced to the Year 10s in September: Work Experience & Duke of Edinburgh. All 
Year 10s now have the forms they need to organise their work experience from the week beginning 15th July 2019. 
We have done a number of PSHE lessons around this to help them and have discussed example placements from 
previous students. So far we have had quite a few students who have already secured their placements. The  
deadline for all Year 10 is Christmas. If any student is struggling to know what to do they can always ask their mentor 
to help and guide them with what they could do. Students have also received an assembly on the Duke of Edinburgh 
Bronze award. I am really happy to see so many wanting to take part in this award. DofE is a fantastic opportunity for 
individuals to gain confidence in a variety of areas, and can gives students the opportunity to complete the silver 
award at college. 

Attendance is still one of the priorities of the Academy. It is important, particularly this year, for students to achieve 
97% and above. In Year 11 we are asked for references for colleges and attendance in year 10 is given as part of 
the references. Please ensure your child is fully equipped for when they return in November, especially for Maths– a 
scientific calculator is vital in preparing for their GCSE Maths Calculator exam paper.  

I look forward to the next half term where we will see the Year 10s leading the Academy on ‘1000 Miracles for  
Christmas’. More to follow on this in the next newsletter 

Mrs Buckingham 
Year 10 Family Leader 

Year 10 News 



mailto:Elisabeth.richardson@oasiscoulsdon.org


 Autumn Term 2018 

 Monday 22nd October—Friday  

2nd November: Half Term. 

 Monday 5th November: 

First day of Autumn Term 2. 

 Friday 16th November– INSET Day. 

 Friday 21st December: 

Last day of Autumn Term 2. 

 Monday 24th December—Friday 4th  

January: Christmas Holidays. 

Spring Term 2019 

 Monday 7th January: 

First day of Spring Term 1. 

 Friday 15th February: 

Last day of Spring Term 1. 

 Monday 18th—Friday 22nd February:  

Half Term. 

 Monday 25th February: 

First day of Spring Term 2. 

 Friday 5th April: 

Last day of Spring Term 2. 

 Monday 8th—Monday 22nd April: 

Easter Holidays. 

Summer Term 2019 

 Tuesday 23rd April: 

First day of Summer Term1. 

 Monday 6th May: 

Bank Holiday. 

 Friday 24th May: 

Last day of Summer Term 1. 

 Monday 27th May: 

Bank Holiday. 

 Tuesday 28th—Friday 31st May: 

Half Term. 

 Monday 3rd June: 

First day of Summer Term 2. 

 Friday 19th July: 

Last day of Summer Term 2. 

http://www.oasisacademycoulsdon.org/sites/default/files/files/Term%20dates%202019-20(1).pdf

