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Christmas Message from the Principal 
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

Despite the challenges that have come with this term, we have been so  

incredibly impressed by the students. They returned from the school closure 

with a thirst for learning and they have worked extremely hard. Throughout 

the term the culture in the Academy has gone from strength to strength and 

students have ben very compliant with out new routines.  

 

Whilst we have not been able to provide the usual extracurricular events and 

trips that we normally would, this has not stopped the staff and students in  

ensuring an exciting and varied curriculum. In this Newsletter we are delighted 

to share some of the outstanding work and charity support that our students have been part of.  

 

I would like to thank all the local community who have supported our Christmas Miracles. We have 

never had so much support and have been able to provide laptops to students who do not have 

them and hampers to our families most in need.  

 

Our staff have been nothing short of incredible this term. There have been many challenges to 

working in a school in a socially distanced manner, and they have overcome self-isolating and 

teaching virtually, reducing significantly the need for any cover for students. I cannot thank our 

team of teacher and support staff enough for how hard they have worked to make sure that the 

Academy is safe; they have been so incredibly supportive of the Academy and our students.  

 

I would like to say a final thank 

you to our Year 11 students, 

who are facing such a turbulent 

year with a wonderful work  

ethic. 

 

Please stay safe this Christmas 

period, enjoy seeing those you 

love, indulge in your favourite  

festive treats, and have a well 

earned rest. We look forward to 

seeing you all again in the New 

Year. 

 

Best wishes, 

 

C Green 

Principal 

-
As previously mentioned, over the Christmas period we will still be  

working with Public Health England to assist with track and trace for  

positive cases of Covid-19 in school children. During this period there will 

be two phases: 

• Up until, and including, Wednesday 23rd December, if you have a 

child at the Academy who tests positive for Covid-19 please notify 

us immediately. We will then work with you to identify  close  

contacts if your child so that they can be contacted and advised of 

the need to self-isolate. 

• From Thursday 24th December until Monday 4th January, any  

positive cases should be reported to the Academy but we will not 

contact others to notify of the need to self-isolate as enough time 

will have passed from them being in the Academy. Track and trace 

will work with families to identify close contacts. 

Once we return on Tuesday 5th January 2021 normal operations with  

regards to Covid-19 notifications in the Academy will resume. 

Notify us of a positive case on: Covid-19Coulsdon@oasiscoulsdon.org 

mailto:Covid-19Coulsdon@oasiscoulsdon.org


Season’s greetings to our year 7s and their families.  

It’s been a wonderful start to secondary school life. This term has been jam-packed with many great 

happenings. Students have learned so much in this short time: They have forged new friendships,  

become better organised, grown in confidence, and of course gained more knowledge.  

We have had much cause for celebration including electing our first class prefects as well as other  

student accomplishments with merits and house points. Memorable highlights for me include  

magnificent creations in art and design; students expressing their creative side is a pleasant sight. I 

have seen first-hand some superb work in Maths and witnessed compelling speeches in English.  The 

students are enjoying their learning across the board and finding their feet in regards to the OAC 

family ethos too. It has been great hearing student contributions and ideas in PSHE and mentor time 

as we continue to teach them more about the world around them. We have had wide participation in  

Oasis wide competitions and their attendance has been good despite the challenges of COVID-19. The 

least I can say is a big well done to all of you for making it 

such a positive start. 

I am very proud to be the Year 7 Family Leader as I witness 

our not-so-little stars, shining brighter and brighter every 

day. Have a wonderful Christmas and a happy new year!  

I look forward to seeing our family continue to flourish in 

2021. 

Mrs Mondo 

Year 7 Family Leader 

Name Year Group Reason for nomination 

Oliver Hickson Year 10 

For his help and support to the School Library.  Oliver became a Librarian when the Library 
first opened and quickly became a regular, helping more than once a week and taking part 
in all Library events.  He is always the first to arrive for Library duties and his help and  
enthusiasm has been invaluable - nothing is too much trouble. He is kind and thoughtful 
and will always offer help to other students using the Library.  He is an excellent role model 
for his younger peers.  

Bonnie Edwards Year 9 

Bonnie exudes compassion and kindness to all her peers in a non-discriminatory manner; 
inviting any isolated or lonely students to join her or her group beyond regular social  
boundaries. Bonnie is a reliable friend who endeavours to protect and assist all of those 
around her.  Bonnie is a very conscientious individual and should be commended for her 
commitment to her and her peers’ studies. Bonnie is often observed engaging unreservedly 
within lessons, assisting in class discussions but also attentive to maintaining a high quality 
environment for learning by challenging disruptive behaviours of her peers.  Bonnie is a joy 
to teach and is an excellent role model for her peers and will in turn will advance herself 

Henry Parker Year 9 

After a child in his year group has dislocated their knee quite badly outside on the play-
ground, Henry helped straight away. Henry gave the boy his coat to keep him warm and 
then sat back to back with the boy on the wet ground so the boy had someone to lean 
against. He offered comfort to the boy who was screaming out in pain. Henry showed a 
huge amount of bravery, maturity and care. He was sat in the rain for a total of 1.5-2 hours.  



****christmas*card*****

Amazing work from Imogen and Ruby, Year 9, on 

their bag projects– fantastic examples of neat hand 

and machine stitching. 

Amazing work from 
Olivia and Sophie 

in Year 11. They 
both show effective 
use of the sentence 

stems used to 
structure  

appropriate exam 

responses. 

The standard of entry to this years’ competition was phenomenal. We are pleased to share this 

years’ winner and runners up... 

1st Place: Anaiya, Year 7 

2nd Place: Lucy, Year 7 

3rd Place: Emily, Year 7 

4th Place: Daisy, Year 7 

Year 7 have been  

learning how to sew on 

Binca as part of a  

project, using running 

stitch, cross stitch  and 

back stitch. Here are two 

lovely examples which 

have been stitched  very 

neatly by Connor and 

Jai. 

Beautiful portfolio Textiles pages from Year 

11 showing a range of sampling by Holly 

and Tailah for their final project on a theme 

of Rust and Decay.  

Textiles… amazing work from this term 

Year 8 Weaving  

project, based on  

Peru. Students had to 

draw a llama 

and learn how 

to create a 

plain weave. 

Here are two 

lovely  

examples... 

Year 10 sketchbook from Sky-

la showcasing work on the 

theme Natural Forms with a 

range of experimental  

printing with fruit, feathers and 

leaves. 



This term has been, in many ways, a massive success, but also somewhat  
preposterous in terms of how we have had to achieve that success. If you had said 
to me 12 month ago that we would have had to so thoroughly rearrange how we go 
about schooling I would have laughed!  
 
Coronavirus has continued to be a huge part of our lives, but as a year group you 
have managed to continue to do your best in spite of the circumstances. I am ex-
tremely proud of you for your effort, but I for one will be glad to see the back of 2020! 
 
As Year 10s you are working extremely hard towards your GCSEs at this point, fully 
aware that at this time next year you will have a very good idea of where you stand 
going into your exams. However, this year has been unlike any other, and there are 
a number of things which haven't happened as normal. One of those things is  
preparation for work experience at the end of Year 10. Usually, you would be  
applying and arranging this, and this year we hope to have virtual work experience 
available. 
 
However, with the advent of a vaccine for Covid-19 and the possibility of normality, I 
would like to ask the parents of Year 10 if anyone is able to offer a provisional work 
experience place for July. We don't know what is around the corner, but in the best 
case scenario, we want to be ready! If you are willing to offer, please contact the 
Academy so that we can be aware and ready should the need arise. 
 
I hope all of you have a wonderful holiday, and I look forward to seeing you in 2021! 
 
Mr Falvey 
Year 10 Family Leader 

In a year like no other, where we have 
faced lockdown, isolation, the  

challenges of working and learning at 
home, and missed celebrations,  
showing those less fortunate than  

ourselves that someone cares and is 
thinking of them has never been more 
important. We were therefore  

determined to make our annual  
Christmas Miracles campaign happen, 
albeit adjusted for social distancing, to 

ensure that everyone remained safe 
whilst getting into the spirit of the  
season of giving. 
 

The response we have had has been 

overwhelming, and we are truly  
honoured to work with such amazing 
staff, students and their families. This 

year we achieved an astonishing 2,755 
Miracles: 
 

• 25 places for Crisis at Christmas 

• £974 Raised for East Surrey  

Hospital Children’s Ward 

• 22 coats and blankets donated for 

Help the Homeless distributed in 
Croydon, Brighton & Central London 

• 788 items donated to Purley Food 

Hub 

• 9 laptops donated by Fidelity  

International and given to students 
in need 

• Over 50 hampers created for  

families in our local community 
through the Coulsdon Hub 

• £490 raised for local hamper charity 

appeals 

• £361 Raised for Save the Children 

on Christmas Jumper Day 
 

We were saddened not to be 

able to carry out some of our 
traditional Miracles such as  
Santa visits to local Nursery and 

Reception age children, and  
Carol singing in local care 
homes. We are hopeful that we 

will be able to get back to this next 
academic, after what we hope will be a 
far less eventful (for all the right  

reasons!) year. 
 

We would like to finish this report by 
saying a sincere and heartfelt thank 
you to every single person who  

donated any item/amount to this years’ 
campaign- your generosity will go a 
long way to 

making a 
difference 
to  

someone’s 
Christmas 
this year. 

Miracles for Christmas 

Christmas  

Cake  

Competition 

It is that time of year when 

Year 10 Food students  

complete their Christmas 

cakes. They have all been 

busy putting the finishing 

touches on their creations, 

and we think this years  

standard may be the best yet! 



These are some fantastic  
examples from KS3  
computing this term. Year 8 
have been working on  
using HTML in creating a 
website, and Year 7 have 
been working on computer 
Input / Output and Memory, 
and how a computer works. 

Much fun was had on Thursday, 

26th September as we celebrated 

‘The European Day of Languages’ at the Academy. 

The students fully embraced the new socially distanced ‘Great European Bake 

Off’ and it was an absolute delight to see pictures of so many amazing and creative 

entries. 

 

Alongside the bake off there was also a language trail – students had to go around 

the playground and find the meanings of words from other languages. We were  

particularly impressed with the enthusiasm for this task, especially from Year 11. 

 

We also collected all the fantastic Language Challenge projects that had been set and 

completed during lockdown. The standard of work completed by the students was  

absolutely phenomenal. 

 

Yet again our students’ enthusiasm and creativity has been overwhelming and we would 

like to thank all of them for sending in such fabulous work. 

 

Here are a few examples of the wonderful entries we had. Whilst the bakes had to stay 

at home this year, I think you will all agree that they all look simply delicious! 

 

Mrs Rivaldi 

MFL Head of Faculty 

Sara in Year 8 designed a plant to 

attract insects for pollination as well 

as the seeds and how they will be  

dispersed. She applied the ideas we covered in class 

really well in her design and explained how the adaptations of her 

plant would benefit both processes. 



Congratulations to all students that took part in the Children in Need on Thursday 13th November. It was so encouraging to 

see students keen to get involved in this National event. The cake sale raised lots, and completely sold out of the hundreds of 

cakes baked by students (and we suspect a little help from some parents!). The academy has never been so silent with over 

forty students carrying out a sponsored silence, as well as onesies of all shapes and sizes.  

 

In assembly this half term we were delighted, along with the mentors, to present certificates to many of our family for their  

outstanding attitude to learning. Well done to all who achieved their reward and certificate and we look forward to seeing 

the teacher assessments for this half term and hopefully presenting even more certificates in the New Year.  

 

It has been amazing to see so many students knocking on the office door keen to inform us that they have achieved their 

Family Leader award. It has been an absolute pleasure to present them with their Family Leader award pin which we are sure 

they will wear with pride. 

 

Students and staff at Oasis Academy Coulsdon 

paid tribute to all those who have served and 

fought for their country this half term by  

observing a two minute silence at 11am on  

Armistice day. Although we could not participate 

in our usual activities of remembrance due to 

social distancing, it is still important to stop and 

reflect thanking all those who have fought and 

dies for their country, and all those who continue 

to do so. 

Year 9 have been working well in their lessons and have made a great start towards their GCSE 

option subjects. It has been fabulous popping into the option subjects and seeing students create 

wonderful things in textiles, filming in Media, or learning how to make a cheese sauce in Food 

Tech. In PSHE we have addressed many different issues so far, including anti-bullying where 

students made pledges on being an up-stander instead of a bystander. We have discussed 

‘sexting’, what it is and the impacts it can have; as well as reading about the impacts of alcohol, 

and learning part time jobs. All students have been addressing issues with a lot of maturity and I 

hope it has gone towards them feeling supported and confident about where to go for help and advice.  

 

DROCO THE ELF 

Droco has been our kindness elf for the festive season who has been hiding around the Academy to 

check in on the students. Each day, the first student who finds Droco wins a little bag of goodies. Droco 

and I have been pleasantly surprised by how much the students have got involved. It has been so  

lovely to have some fun amongst all of the worry of a pandemic! Droco will be leaving us on 17th De-

cember to magically go back to the North Pole. Maybe we will see Droco next year! Who knows?!? 

 

IT IS IMPORTANT TO SAY THANK YOU 

We have been seeing the cleaning staff work so so hard in making sure that our school is kept clean 

and safe. This has not gone unnoticed and therefore the students spent a mentor session creating thank you posters and 

notes to thank the cleaning team, as shown in the above picture. 

 

START CREATING REVISION RESOURCES NOW 

We need to keep in mind that time flies and soon our students will be going into the green hall to take their GCSEs. This is why 

it is important to start creating revision cards and other resources now to save time when they come into year 11. The time 

students put in now will help in the long run and so I hope this is being done and if it is not, it is not too late to start! 

 

ATTENDANCE 

Overall our attendance since September has been up and down, but over the last few weeks we have been working on our 

resilience and getting into school. Well done to those of you who have been getting into school despite feeling a little groggy. 

Please remember that attendance to school is not about “attendance figures”, it is about students coming into school to get an 

education in order for them to reach their full potential. We cannot underestimate the impact of having days off. 

 

AND FINALLY… 

I wish you all a peaceful holiday full of joy, rest and fun. I look forward to seeing everyone in 2021, ready to take on new  

challenges, new goals and gain new achievements. 

 

Keep on being amazing Year 9. 

 

Mrs Holt 

Year 9 Family Leader 



I’d like to start by saying thank you for all your support this 

first term.  It has been a very strange term; Year 8 have settled into the new normal very 

well and I am extremely grateful for the support you have given, while we have all adapted. 
 

The Year 8s pride themselves on family ethos – always showing love and care towards one another. They are 

constantly on a quest to ensure that the year group demonstrates the family values.  Our PSHE sessions have 

had a strong focus on celebrating differences and treating everybody with equity, regardless of these differ-

ences. However, with the increase of social media use, some issues were having an impact on learning and 

students felt as though there was something that could be done to tackle bullying.  As a result, students had 

the opportunity to apply for the job of Anti-Bullying Ambassador.  There was an influx of applications and the 

quality was amazing.  A few of the students were shortlisted and had an interview with Ms Killeen and myself.  

Which is excellent preparation and experience for the future in itself. 
 

I am pleased to announce that I appointed three Anti-Bullying Ambassadors; Rhiana Woodhouse – Head  

Anti-Bullying Ambassador, Nicolas Deeks – Deputy Head Anti-Bullying Ambassador, and Joshua Kushuro – 

Deputy Head Anti-Bullying Ambassador.  Since these roles have been in place, bullying has become less of a 

concern and has created a fantastic environment where students feel safe to discuss any worries they have.  

Rhiana, Nicolas, and Joshua will always be running workshops and I am looking forward to seeing how  

everything goes. 
 

The Year 8s have had an incredible first term, and I look forward to seeing them demonstrate excellence and 

determination for many more.  
 

Have a wonderful Christmas!  
 

Ms Ogundele 

Year 8 Family Leader 

Drama Ms Killeen reports 

Due to Covid-19, Drama has been very different this 

year in the Academy. I have been so impressed with 

the students who have adapted extremely well to the 

changes. Years 7 and 8 have been ‘Devising’, creating 

their own pieces of work based on stimuli and I am  

impressed at the quality and talent evident in the year 

groups.  

 

In Year 9 students performed monologues from the play 

Things I Know To Be True. I was blown away by the 

standard and very proud of their achievements and 

progress. They are now working on Devising and will be 

creating their own devised monologues based on  

stimulus. I am excited to see what they come up with.  

 

Year 10 performed a range of monologues from several 

plays and did very well. They have now begun  

preparing for their devised pieces and I look forward to 

seeing what they produce.  

 

Year 11 have completed 20% of their GCSE by  

performing their monologue. They have started the 

preparation for their Devising now worth 40% and I look 

forward to seeing them progress even further. 

The Textile Department would be extremely grateful for any of the following items you may have at the back of a 

cupboard at home: 

Wool (in any colour except white) * Tapestry yarn * Embroidery thread * Netting * Sheer fabrics * Felt and cotton fabrics.  

Please bring to Main Reception with your child’s name on they will receive 5 merits. Thank you in advance for any  

           donations you can give. 

 Please Help! 



Ms John has been so 

impressed with  

students this term. She 

has selected these 

pieces of work to  

celebrate and share 

from Year 9 on the 

Death Penalty and the 

Derek Bentley case, 

and war and peace 

from Year 10 students. 

On Friday 13th November, OAC showed its spots to raise lots for Children in Need 

2020. Students paid £1 to replace an item of their clothing for the day with something 

spotty- we had an array of spots ranging from headbands to onesies and slippers. 

 

However, the star of the day was our very own Mr van Gelder (or should we say  

Pudsey Bear) who spent the day adorned in the furry yellow costume whilst on duty, 

teaching lessons, and in meetings. We are very proud to have raised almost £250 for 

this great cause, especially in light of restrictions of Covid-19 meaning we couldn't hold 

our usual bake sales and other fundraising events. Thank you very much to all who 

took part and contributed. 



Year 11 Update 
Gosh! I cannot believe this is the last Christmas newsletter I will be writing to you all! Where has the time 
gone?!  Year 11 have astounded me with their attitude and maturity towards the COVID restrictions put in 
place for all of us to adhere to, to keep our families safe. It’s not easy being restricted to one area of the 
Academy and spending lots of time in one classroom when students have been used to a variety of different 
settings and break and lunchtimes with different year groups. However, Year 11 students are taking this in 
their stride and quickly adapted to the new routines. 
 

Students have also shown understanding and appreciation of the time and effort teachers are putting into 
the extra lessons during P7 as they understand this provision is to help them to succeed in the next stage of 
their lives. I have been so proud of how caring and thoughtful Year 11 students have been to each other and 
their teachers throughout this term. 
 

A reminder that leavers hoodies are being ordered on 18th December so please ensure payment, size and 
colour choice are on ParentPay by Thursday 17th December to ensure your child receives their hoodie. 
 

A huge thank you to all of our mentoring team who have worked tirelessly this term  
getting to know their new mentor group as well as writing  
references for students from their previous mentor group.  
Also thank you to Mrs Goodman and Mr Boateng who 
support  
students so much when Mr van Gelder, their mentor, and  
I are teaching.  
 

Have a wonderful break, stay warm and safe and enjoy 
lots of time with family! 
 

Miss Kavanagh 
Year 11 Family Leader 

Chaniya, Year 7, wrote this lovely poem during  

anti-bullying week. The English Department have chosen 

this as the piece of work they would like to celebrate this 

term. Great job Chaniya! 

 

Library Re-Opening 

Due to the dedication and hard-work of our Librarian, 

Miss Clegg, we are delighted to announce that the Library 

has been reopened and made usable for Lessons and book 

loans.  English interventions and small group sessions are 

also taking place.  Make it one of your New Year  

resolutions to read more, and read more quality  

materials.  Please come and see Miss Clegg in the Library 

and she can assist.  Happy Reading in 2021!  

Show Racism the Red Card 

On Thursday 15th October, students and staff at  
Oasis Academy Coulsdon stood united to Show  
Racism the Red Card. As part of the national  
campaign, Wear Red Day. We are proud to support 
this cause and show that we stand for equality and 
diversity within the OAC Family.  

Everyone taking part paid £1 to ditch a part of their 
normal uniform/work attire and don something 
red ranging from socks to entirely red outfits! All 
money raised will go towards helping fund  
anti-racism education for young people and adults 
across the UK.  



Spring Term 2021 

• Monday 4th January: 

INSET day 

• Tuesday 5th January:   

First day of Spring Term 1 

• Friday 12th February: 

Last day of Spring Term 1 

• Monday 15th – Friday 19th February:    

    

Half term 

• Monday 22nd February:    

First day of Spring Term 2 

• Thursday 1st April:    

Last day of Spring Term 2 

• Friday 2nd – Friday 16th April: 

Easter Holidays 

 Summer Term 2021 

• Monday 19th April:  

First day of Summer Term 1 

• Monday 3rd May:  

Bank holiday 

• Friday 29th May: 

Last day of Summer Term 1 

• Monday 31st May – Friday 4th June: 

Half term 

• Monday 7th June:   

First day of Summer Term 2 

• Friday 23rd July: 

Last day of Summer Term 2 

Autumn Term 2021 

• Wednesday 1st September: 

INSET Day 

• Thursday 2nd September:  

First day of Autumn Term 1 

Click on the below links to 

view the term dates for  

2021-2022 
 

Term Dates 2021-2022 
 

Calendar View Term Dates 

2021-2022 

https://www.oasisacademycoulsdon.org/uploaded/Coulsdon/Academy_Life/Term_Dates/Term_dates_2021-22.pdf
https://www.oasisacademycoulsdon.org/uploaded/Coulsdon/Academy_Life/Term_Dates/Term_Dates_2021-22_published.pdf
https://www.oasisacademycoulsdon.org/uploaded/Coulsdon/Academy_Life/Term_Dates/Term_Dates_2021-22_published.pdf



