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Christmas Message from the Principal
Dear families,
Thank you for your support in what has been the most normal term we have had in a
while.

We have loved working with your children this term. They have worked incredibly hard
and have been such wonderful ambassadors for our school.
We are not living in normal times and yet our students have worked hard, looked after
each other and engaged in trips to universities, museums and on a residential. They
have taken up the wide range of extracurricular activities and have constantly done
their best. Reading through our first newsletter of the year I could not be prouder of
the young people in our school.
I would like to wish all of our community a safe and joyful holiday. We cannot be sure of
what the new year will bring in this time of uncertainty, but whatever happens we will be
here to give the students the best education we can.

C Green
Principal
Click on the below
image to read this
term’s edition.

The return of the

Coulsdon Chronicle!
Our student
newspaper is back,
and we are
delighted to share with
you the first edition of
this year. Students
have worked extremely
hard to pull this
together, and we would
like to thank them and
Mr Harris for ensuring
the publication was
revived.

Sky News
This term we have been visited by a
number of news film crews keen to
hear about the thoughts and
experiences of students at OAC.
We are pleased to share a link
below to a feature from Sky News
starring our very own Mr Hodges
and Year 11 students on the topic of
male staff in the teaching
profession.
Click on the image to watch the Sky
News report.

Firstly, a huge congratulations to Year 7 students for their maturity in settling into the Academy so quickly! We have
been blown away by how students have adapted to new Mentor Groups in September, use of iPads, homework and
set changes. This term students have learnt a variety of different topics in Mentor Time including oracy, how
journalists cover different perspectives, World Kindness Day, Black History Month staff heroes and Betty Campbell,
why fake news can be dangerous, anti-bullying, rail safety, mental health, being kind online to name just a few.
In assemblies we have covered topics such as mental health, British Values, HIV/AIDS, Remembrance, peer on peer
abuse and at the time of writing we are due to have a visit from Gideon’s who often bring lots of different animals for
the students to hold! We have also been very lucky to have a workshop called ‘Smashed’ who delivered a play and
then answered questions around alcohol plus an assembly from Off the Record who spoke to students about mental
health and where to find support. Each week students learn about different types of jobs, the salary and educational
path needed, and we have been able to secure speakers from a university and the Bank of England in the spring
term as well as a virtual tour of the Houses of Parliament.
We were the only family group to receive a reward of a non-uniform day for excellent attendance! However, since
this reward and the cold, winter days setting in our attendance has dropped considerably. Apart from cases of
COVID, students should always attempt to come into school. We can always send students home again if they are
really unwell. We have also had an increase in some students being regularly late to school, punctuality is as
important as attendance and students are missing out on vital information at the start of each day. We are teaching
students to be on time for future jobs etc. so it is vital that students arrive by 8.20am at the very latest.
There is so much more I could fit into this newsletter but I am sure your
children have told you what we have been up to this term! I wish you all a
fantastic holiday and Happy New Year!
Best wishes,
Ms K Kavanagh
Year 7 Family Leader

Name
Kya Abbott
Grant to be donated to Art

Kofi Owusu-Amankwaah
Grant to be donated to Drama

Year Group

Reason for nomination

Year 8

Kya meets all the expectations of a Jack Petchey Award. She is a lovely young girl who is
always willing to go above and beyond to for her own development but will stop what she is
doing to help and guide her peers. She is kind and compassionate and is so patient with
others. Nothing is ever too much trouble for her, she’s a natural born leader and as she
moves higher within the school she is going to shine even more.

Year 8

Robert Timmins
Grant to be donated to
Science

Year 10

Kofi selflessly helps others in Drama lessons more than is expected. He has been helping
students learn their lines, as well as support with how they might perform the lines. Kofi has
also made excellent progress in Drama, where perhaps in Year 7 he did not enjoy the subject he has been trying really hard, overcoming his nerves and anxieties about performing.
He is a positive role model to other students in his class who too may feel shy and anxious,
to show that when you put in, even a small amount of effort, you can be triumphant.
Robert has started Year 10 in a fantastic way. He is always polite and willing to help hand
out books and get the classroom organised for the beginning of the lesson. He is always
smiling and wanting to get involved with class discussions throughout the lesson. Robert is
conscientious and hardworking and it is really clear that he wants to do well this year.
Robert also volunteered to work in the Maths department during open evening despite a
number of his peers not wanting to help. He went against the norm and did what he wanted
to do rather than following his peers. The commitment, drive and general fantastic work has
all continued throughout a difficult period and has truly shown the spirit of what the Jack
Petchey award is about.

Dear Parents/Carers,
Friends of Oasis Academy (FOAC) is the Academy’s PTA. As another year
comes to a close, we hope to continue to raise vital money for the students in the
Academy. I have missed meeting the parents face to face for the last couple of years and hope we can go
back to normality in the future.
We held a very successful firework night back in October alongside Oasis Byron and we had a great night and another brilliant display. Thank you
to all who came along and supported us.
We, unfortunately, had to cancel our usual Christmas Fair, but took our bottle tombola along to the ‘light switch on’ in Old Coulsdon village. It was
extremely busy, and I thank all the families who were so generous in donating their bottles. We do still have some left and hope to hold one for the
students in school in the near future.
As we go into 2022, I would like to step down from Chair and take a back seat. I have been running the ‘Friends’ for many years and my son left
last year, so it is now time to pass the baton over to someone new. I would be pleased to to chat with anyone who would like to know what this
entails.
As well as a new Chair we also need a secretary and a treasurer. If anyone would like to join us on the committee, please take the time to pass
on your details to school or email me direct on foac@oasiscoulsdon.org.
In the meantime have a very Happy Christmas and joyful New Year, and we look forward to seeing you in 2022.
Best wishes,
Claire Taylor
Chair FOAC

Arts & Crafts
The Y7 Craft and Textiles club have made a
range of different items at lunchtime including,
handmade soap, lanterns, embroidery booklets,
and bleeding tissue paper art. Here is a selection
of the beautiful pebble art and bleeding tissue
paper art they created.

–
We love this mathematical Christmas tree
created by Edward and Henry in Year 8 during
Thursday after school STEM Club. They have
been working on Desmos using equation of
lines and gradients to draw pictures– great
work boys!

What an amazing term this has been, the students have been cooking up a storm during their practical lessons. They have
enjoyed being able to cook every fortnight, exploring new skills and mastering the previous practical skills we started to
master before the dreaded coronavirus exploded into our lives.
This term I have had the pleasure of conducting the Year 11 Food GCSE practical exam. They had to cook two dishes
and an accompaniment in the three hour time frame. Below is a flavour of the outstanding final dishes, every student
produced high quality products that I would recommend, the presentation was worthy of being seen in a Michelin star
restaurant.
Ms C Ward, Head of Food tech

This dish had spinach
coloured ravioli filled with a
cod and ragu sauce, the
peach puff pastry tart was
light and was complemented
by a smooth vanilla sauce.

This dish was a tricoloured
tagliatelle chicken pasta bake with
a ciabatta garlic bread
And a lemon meringue pie with a
raspberry coulis.

In PSHE, Year 8 students are currently studying about self-esteem
and mental health. Students have been asked to keep a gratitude diary
for 30 days. It has been proven that those who practice gratitude can
improve their self-esteem and mental health. If you would like to find
out more, a short is available here .
A leading Mental Health Charity Place2B have launched a new site
Parenting Smart for parents to help support parents and carers of
children 4 - 11 years. The site is full of tips and advice on a range of
topics including transition to secondary school, supporting healthy
gaming habits, meltdowns and sleep difficulties.

Cambridge University are offering a number of session focussing on subject choice for A
Levels for Key Stage 4 students. As subject choice can limit the options of students in terms
of the universities/courses that they can apply to, we are keen to provide opportunities to
ensure that students, teachers, and parents can feel supported and secure that the correct
advice is being given and followed at this vital decision point. To sign up to these sessions,
students/parents/teachers will need to register at:
https://cambridge.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_1XjbA7RixgcpbE2
The details for these sessions are as follows:
- Tuesday 11 January, 5pm - 6:30pm

- Wednesday 19 January, 7:30pm - 9pm

We would like to say a huge thank
you to everyone who supported the
Afghanistan Appeal!
On Friday 22nd October we had the opportunity to visit and deliver the donations
which had been collected to Lewisham Donation Hub. The hub has been
providing many refugee families with hygiene and baby items.
We arrived at the same time as The Felix Project which is supported by
Marcus Rashford and helped unload the meals and milk which was being
donated. We were fortunate to meet the full volunteer team and have a
tour around the centre so students could see and learn more about the
support that Lewisham Donation Hub gives the local community.
“The visit to the centre allowed me to have a deeper understanding of
all the hard work and dedication it takes to support people in need”
Aylena, Year 7
We would like to thank Mr Stanley for driving the students and
donations to the venue. Plus all of the parents and carers who support
the project and the students who sacrificed their first day of the half
term to attend the centre. But most of all we would like to thank Ms
Kenison, who coordinated the the entire effort and made it all
possible.

English reports

Congratulations to all students that took part in the Children in Need on Thursday 13 th November. It was so encouraging to
see students keen to get involved in this National event. The cake sale raised lots, and completely sold out of the hundreds of
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“Should extinct creatures be genetically recreated?” and “What is more important – pay or job
satisfaction?”. Year 10 students are also involved as prefects and debate team chairs. New
Itmembers
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to see
so school
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Family Leader award. It has been an absolute pleasure to present them with their Family Leader award pin which we are sure
Library
they
will wear
pride.
Ms Lennon
haswith
worked
hard on putting new displays and an ever-developing diverse reading
collection into the school Library. New guidance for access at breaks, lunchtimes, and homework
clubs will be put in place for January 2022 – to be announced at mentor times.

Year 7
Year 7 have been working through a new unit based on “Greek Mythology” which has proved a great
success. During their first term at secondary school. Year 7s have furthered their knowledge of the
foundations of western philosophy and learning a new lexicography of versatile
vocabulary. Here is an example of an impressive piece of work from this term.
Year 8
Year 8 have had their first encounters
with Shakespeare and his brilliance as a
dramatist. We have been reading
“Romeo and Juliet” and 40 Year 8s were
fortunate to experience a full play at the legendary Globe Theatre in London. It is
the intention of the department that all students will have the opportunity to see
Shakespeare where it really belongs – on the hallowed stage in Southwark.
Year 9
Year 9 have also been reading Shakespeare – the classic tragedy of “Othello”. A select group of Year 9 students were also
fortunate to work with Croydon’s Poet Laureate in the creation and performance of poetry based on their experiences of life in
the borough and in the wider communities. One of the most moving and inspiring was by Preet which you can read on the
following page.
Year 10
begun their GCSE KS4 journey with a full immersion into Shakespeare’s Scottish Play (“Macbeth”). Next term they encounter
Dickens and develop their academic English language written skills further.
Year 11
completed the Speaker’s Trust “Speak Out Challenge” (presenting a debate/presentation to their peers) to a commended high
standard and have recently sat a full set of English mock exams as part of their ongoing assessment and development. There
have been some exceptionally high levels of performance which bodes well for their further success during this academic year.
Coulsdon Chronicle
Much editorial and commissioning work has been going into the next issue of the school student newspaper “The Coulsdon
Chronicle” – watch out for the latest issue online soon!

Students and staff at Oasis Academy Coulsdon
paid tribute to all those who have served and
fought for their country this half term by
observing a two minute silence at 11am on
Armistice day; the Last Post played throughout
the Academy as staff and students stopped to
reflect. The Academy attended the
Remembrance Sunday service at St John’s
church and laid a wreath at the war memorial.

Woodland Trust Trees

As part of the Woodland Trust tree planting initiative the school has been donated 60 saplings which will arrive in
March. These will act as a carbon sink, habitat for wildlife and create an outdoor
classroom. We will be looking for volunteers closer to their delivery so keep a look
out for notices in the weekly bulletin.

It has been a tough challenge for the Year 8s adapting to the new way of
life. It was a very different start to the year with the students finally gaining the opportunity to experience the
real secondary school life. The students have had a full term of moving around the school, meeting lots of new teachers and
even making new friends in their new classes. I am extremely impressed with how the students have adapted to the change and the
maturity they have shown throughout.
Each week mentors have been nominating a student in their mentor group for the above and beyond award; this allowed them to
leave early from line up as a reward for their fantastic behaviour. Mentors have found this a really difficult task due to so many students exceeding expectations. A big well done to those students who have been nominated so far and I am excited to see more students receiving this award next term.
The students have had the opportunity to take part in two activities run by external agencies as a year group. The first one was the
Smashed Workshop, which highlighted the importance of ‘saying no’ and increasing the understanding of peer pressure. The second
was an interactive assembly delivered by Off The Record, which discussed what is meant by the term mental health and the support
that can be provided in the local community. Students will have further opportunities to take part in workshops and assemblies in the
spring term.
The year group has had a rise in students being late to school- it is essential that students are on time or they miss out on all the key
information during mentor time that will help them for the day. The attendance has varied from week to week, we managed to come
second out of all the year groups meaning we narrowly missed out on an own clothes day! 8DS were lucky enough
to sponge their mentor, Mr Schramm, as he promised them if they could have 100% attendance for the week and
they were successful in doing so. Attendance is vital in order for students to learn, the only exception to being off is
COVID. If not we expect the students to attempt to come into school.
Year 8s have had an outstanding start to the year and I am looking forward to welcoming them back in January. I
hope you all have a wonderful Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Ms Berkeley, Year 8 Family Leader

Poet Laureate
On Monday 18th October and on Wednesday 20th
October we had the honour and pleasure to host our very
own local Poet Laureate, Shaniqua Benjamin, Croydon’s
Poet Laureate, as part of the Croydon Voices project, and
she was left with “plenty of food for thought”. She stated
that “the Council will learn a lot from their view” and that
they “sincerely need to be listened to.” Her wish was that
they will be a “catalyst for change.”
Some amazing poetry was written and it was a “real gift
to hear.” Two year 9 students, Kenya Kerr and Rhiana
Woodhouse, were chosen by Shaniqua to read a brilliant
two-handed poem they wrote during this poetry
workshop. These students performed on the 22nd
November and 1st December at Stanley Halls. We wish
them all the very best.
Imagine A World, by Preet Thethi
I am not black
And I am not white
I am Asian
And still fighting my fight
Imagine a world
Where all of us were equal
Where all we had to be
Were people
Imagine a world
Full of equal rights
One which has
Killed stereotypes
Imagine a world
Where we could all have what we need
A world in which
We could all succeed

I am not black
And I am not white
I am Asian
And still fighting my fight
Return to the world
We call reality
In this world
People will mock me
Return to the world
We call our own
But is this world
A real home?
Return to the world
Where Coulsdon is in Croydon
But people still
Have strong doubts and avoidance
I am not black
And I am not white
I am Asian
And still fighting my fight.

Windrush Report

Interfaith Debate
Oasis Coulsdon was once again very proud to
participate in the annual Interfaith Week School’s
Virtual Event that seems to be going from strength to
strength with a number of schools participating from
across the Capital from all age ranges.

By Nevaeh, Year 9

The Windrush Generation Legacy Association Limited
(WGLA) has recently converted a shop in the Whitgift Centre
into an interactive exhibition and museum showcasing the
Windrush Experience titled "Gaan a Farin" (going overseas).
Windrush relates to the Caribbean migrants who came to
Britain on the British ship the Empire Windrush in 1948. However the Windrush generation refers to the era between 1948
and 1970 where nearly half a million people moved from the
Caribbean to Britain, when the "Motherland" - the United
Kingdom- faced severe labour shortages in the wake of the
Second World War. This included members of my family. I
learnt that "Generation Windrush" does not only include Jamaican migration.
We were taken back in time reliving the experience of a number of families that moved to the UK and settled n Croydon.
We saw the living conditions and read about the communities
and families that they built, sometimes through adversity and
struggle. We then had an interactive tour of a typical front
room and bedroom with reminders of "back home" and their
new lives in Britain.

Interfaith Week’s aims are to:
Strengthen good interfaith relations at all levels
Increase awareness of the different and distinct
faith communities in the UK, in particular
celebrating and building on the contribution
which their members make to their
neighbourhoods and to wider society
•
Increase understanding between people of
religious and non-religious beliefs

•
•

The virtual event was a unique opportunity to listen
to a number of presentations, storytelling and songs
from the various faith groups in London from
students who either learned about that faith or are a
part of that faith
group.
This year Cassie and
Sascha gave an
informative
presentation on
Buddhism. Sascha
then spoke very
confidently on his
virtual meeting with
the Dalai Lama in
October 2020. Their
presentation was
very well received
and once again they
represented the
Academy well.
Congratulations!

Prince of Egypt
On Thursday 2 December, 15 Year 8 students were very
excited to have the opportunity to watch The Prince of Egypt at
The Dominion Theatre. On the way to the theatre we saw
Christmas lights and a Christmas market and some of London's
iconic sights.
This show gave an insight in to Moses's early life and how he
pleaded with the Pharaoh to set the Hebrews free from slavery.
After God sent 10 plagues the
Hebrews were set free and
Moses led them out of Egypt.
This was an enriching
experience for our year 8
students.

Advice for parents

and carers
Lots of us will continue to rely on
technology over the winter break, for
entertainment and keeping in touch
with friends and family.
The following articles are to help
parents and carers keep their
children safer online:

1.

A parent's guide to privacy
settings

2.

Gaming: what parents and
carers need to know

3.

What is the Internet of Things

We are pleased to announce the student council representatives in all year groups, congratulations for being elected.
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CGO

EB

Lilly Wimble

Mya Moseley
Fynne
Chinery-Hesse

Fred Talbot
AG
8

9

10

11

JKN
Aylena
Jaiswara
Adam
Bellache

JSV
Isabella
Awadalla

JT

SHA

Louise Howe

LJ
Matthew
Odong

Liam Earle

Ethan Smeed

Jack Geeves

Pixie Gomes

CW
Chloe
Challoner
Aiden
Telstad

DSC

GMA

LJA

YS

Kya Abbott
Charlie
Able-Green

Eshar Thethi

Leah Dereje

Alannah Proctor

Theo Winkley

Edward Collins

Kardo Hamad

JVL
Meira
Crosley-Lo

KCL
Nevaeh
Zeini-McLean

NA

RG
Kenya Kerr

Cian Toner

Jackson Stevens

Millie Storey
Alexander
Fenton

LRG
Aleksandra
Kavaldzhiev

SSV
Bonnie
Edwards

TM

Korey Bernard

Reiley Dodson

SJB

SPO

Ollie Hazell

Josh Dear

Harry Kelly

Samuel Ayliffe

Evie Pittman

CC
Rebecca
Timmins

Rufus Warne

Matt Whiter

CK
Javan
Bryan-Thomas

CLL

Joshua Kushoro

Daniel Irwin

DN
Jessica
Eeles
Nicolas
Deeks

AMA

AMC

BES

Lexie Warne

Ruby Soden

Maia Lane

Alfie Ward

James Hann

Henry Parker

JHS
Keira
Grierson
Leon
Stanislas

AOR

JSI

Syan Graham

Bobie Mark

Bemnet Dereje

Joshua Murphy

PM
Jedida
Ugiomoh
Jake
Turpin-Kelly

SCL
Vincent
Duong
Victor
Kedzierski

Sara Ballabani

Ronnie Arnold

Jack Arnold

Kelly Pirvulescu
Callum
Thompson
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Cross County
Jenna Hill recently competed in the Croydon cross-country at Lloyd Park. Jenna lost one of her
trainers during the first lap and continued on with only one trainer for the rest of the race. She
overtook a Croydon High girl in the final sprint to the line to get third and win a medal. The race
was won by Croydon High who came first, second and fourth due to Jenna’s impressive run. Well
done Janna– an amazing achievement!

Girls Football, Rugby & Netball

2
3
4

Our teams have been busy with fixtures this term….
• On Friday 19th November the Year 8 and 9 Girls Rugby team competed in a tournament at Ewell Castle School. Player of the match:
Olivia Coote (Year 7). Captain: Kya Abbott (Year 8).
• On Wednesday 13th October Year 7 and 8 Girls competed in a 5 a side football tournament at Oaks Park High School. One of our
teams placed in 2nd place and the second team placed in 4th place. Player of the match: Robyn Polczynski and Leah Dereje (Y8).
• On Thursday 25th November the Year 7 Netball team played their first ever league fixture against Archbishop Tenisons. The team
won 3-2. Player of the match: Kitty Gower. Captain: Skyla Wensley.
• On Thursday 25th November Year 8 competed in their first league game against Archbishop Tenisons. The team won 7-1. Player of
the match: Daisy Simms. Captain: Leah Dereje.
• On Thursday 25th November the Year 9 and 10 rugby team competed in their first fixture since COVID. The students got off to a
slow start before running away with the game in the final quarter. The score ended 15-35. Player of the match: Riana Woodhouse.
Captain: Ruby Locke
• On Monday 29th November the Year 7 Netball team played Harris Purley. They team lost 3-2. Player of the match: Isabella
Awadalla. Captain: Skyla Wensley.
• On Monday 29th November the Year 8 Netball team played Harris Purley. They won 8-2. Player of the match: Daisy Simms.
Captain: Leah Dereje.
• On Tuesday 30th November the Year 9 Netball team played Coombe Wood. They lost 12-6. Player of the match: Isla Psaltis
Captain: Ellie Woods
A massive well done to all the girls who have represented the school this term, our Oasis values were displayed throughout all of the
fixtures.

Year 9 Football Report– from Mr Stanley
The Year 9 football team played against Archbishop Lanfranc on 30th November 2021. They played very well and achieved a 1-1 draw
despite going behind early in the first half. Lanfranc had quite a few chances to extend their lead but good defending and goalkeeping
kept them at bay. Oasis Coulsdon played the better football in the second half and deservedly levelled through Jason Mendes. We
could have won it after Jason was fouled in the area but Tyler Seymour had his penalty well saved by the goalkeeper. Well done to the
whole team on a sterling effort.

Sports Leaders
On November 16th, we hosted a Tag Rugby Event for 6 local primary schools thanks to a collaboration with Croydon School Sports Partnership. Our fantastic Sports leaders from Year 9 and 10 (some
who stepped in last minute) officiated superbly, showing an excellent passion for Rugby and great
Joyfulness and Rigour when refereeing matches. At one point in the event, two student showed great
resilience and patience during a high-pressure situation.
Another event in which our Year 10 Sports Leaders was the Croydon School Sports Partnership event
for primary school students with both physical and mental disabilities. Our year 10 leaders were extremely compassionate with the participants and guided them through modified sports such as football
dribbling, table tennis and basketball shooting. The students thoroughly enjoyed the event and
found success in many sports thanks to our fantastic leaders.

We were thrilled to see a recent post from ex-student Chantelle
Lyndsey on Twitter who has recently become a children’s TV
presenter on CBeebies. She co-hosts her very own show, Teeny
Tiny Creatures.
For any of you with little ones at home, or just a fascination with
teeny tiny creatures, we would definitely recommend giving this a
watch– it’s fantastic and we are extremely proud of Chantelle!
You can watch the latest series of Teeny Tiny Creatures by
clicking here and logging into your BBC account if you have one.

Spring Term 2022
•

Tuesday 4th January:
INSET Day

•

Wednesday 5th January:
Testing Day

Click on the below links for full
term dates:

•

Thursday 6th January:
First day of Spring Term

2021—2022
2021—2022 Calendar View

•

Monday 14th - Friday 18th February
Half Term

2022—2023
2022—2023 Calendar View

•

Friday 1st April
Last day of Spring Term

•

Monday 4th - Monday 18th April
Easter Holidays

Summer Term 2022
•

Tuesday 19th April:
First day of Summer Term

•

Monday 2nd May:
Bank Holiday

•

Monday 30th May - Friday 3rd June
Half Term

•

Friday 24th June
INSET Day

•

Friday 22nd July:
Last day of Summer Term

Autumn Term 2022
•

Thursday 1st September:
INSET Day

•

Friday 2nd September:
First Day of term for Year 7 & 11

•

Monday 5th September:
Frist day of term for Year 8, 9 & 10
(Year 7 & 11 also in attendance)

Please note: INSET days for 2022-2023 may be
subject to change.

