
  Pg.1/2 - Exam Prep
Pg.3 - Music Review

 Pg.4 -Animal Report 
Pg.5/6 - Dino Report 
  Pg.7 - Netflix Review

Pg.8 - Clubs and Activities
Pg.9 - Jack Petchey ‘Speak

Out Challenge - Cassie
Boyle’s 

 
 
 

    
 

Editor’s Thoughts: Keira Grierson

This Term’s Edition

 

Mock Election
-By Archibald James Prescott, Y7

As you know, on the 5th May 2022, the local elections were held. We held a mock 
election by the Year 10 staircase on the same day at lunch. The event was a stunning 
replica of the actual event (although the results were much different).  Several days 
later, the results were released by Ms Kenison (the event organiser). Here are the 
results: all political parties that were not the four main will not be included, as they 
were knocked out in the first round of voting. In 3rd place: The Liberal Democrats 

(Richard Howard) and The Conservative Party coalition with the Unionist Party (Jason 
Perry). Though those two were knocked out in the first votes, they are two of the 

main political parties. In 2nd place: The Green Party (Peter Underwood). In 1st place: 
The Labour Party (Val Shawcross).  

We are excited to bring 
you this term’s edition of 
the Coulsdon Chronicle! 

 From entertainment 
reviews to exam 
preparations and 

extracurriculars, there is 
something for everyone 

to enjoy. Read about 
Academy affairs, school 

information and tips and 
advice as well as 

insightful, independent 
pieces produced by our 

students. Keep a look out 
for our next edition!



As you probably know, exams are tough, but it gets more stressful and 
challenging as you get older. We all know that exam preparation is 
boring and some people are most likely to procrastinate, but, even 
doing 1-2 hours every day will be worthwhile and will benefit your 

grades a lot. I have just sat my GCSEs and over my two years of 
preparation, I found plenty of things tricky but I tried my best and 

persevered. When revising for exams,  write out the points that you 
want to go through for your subjects and cover them. 

Below are some top tips you MUST use to help with revision:
 

1) Revision Timetable
It is important to plan out your exams with a revision 
timetable (paper or digital). You should make time for 

ALL subjects and give certain time slots for every 
subject. If you are not a fan of traditional timetables, 

use digital timetables in which you can adjust the 
timings to your needs.

 

2) Preparation 
It is important that you practice every day. DON’T 
LET THE REVISION PILE UP! You cannot prepare 
for competitions with 30 minutes practice. If you 

revise the night before exams, the crammed 
revision in your brain will most likely be forgotten. 

 

3) Teachers
ANNOY YOUR TEACHERS! Ask them for 

extra tips and tricks and keep asking until 
they are sick of it. Obviously they are there 
to help you and have been through GCSEs 

in the past.
 

EXAM PREPRocco Greenbrook



 

 

4) Recall
Recalling facts for exams is very 

important aswell as knowing how to 
apply this information to questions. Use 

your Knowledge Organisers, revision 
videos from the internet and flash cards 

to help you.

5) Practise Questions
Some people find completing past 

exam questions in-class or at home a 
useful tool as you learn the self- 

discipline for when the real exams 
strike.

 

6) Mental Health
During exam season, NEVER EVER 

neglect your mental health as it has a 
negative effect on your self-esteem. 

Always make sure you eat, drink, 
exercise and sleep in order to look 

after yourself.
 7) Useful Website links (CORE subjects):

Hegarty Maths
GCSE Pod

Seneca Learning
Quizlet

BBC Bitesize 
Exam Board Websites (AQA, Edexcel, Equdas, OCR)

 
 

8) Celebrate!
Once exams are over, kick back and relax and 

celebrate your small steps to victory…
 



 

2021 was an interesting yet exciting year for pop music. We had 
releases from both returning stars (Billie Eilish, Taylor Swift, Justin 

Bieber, etc.) and new sensations (such as Olivia Rodrigo & Silk 
Sonic). And to largely cap things off for the year, we had a brand- 

new album from a megastar that’s arguably bigger than any of 
the previous names I’ve mentioned: Adele.

She has absolutely dominated in pretty much every field for her whole career – 
radio, physical album sales, streaming; the whole nine yards. And at the tail end of 
the year, she released her first album since 2015’s 25 on November 19th, 2021. 
Not to mention, she received four nominations at the BRIT Awards, taking home 

three of them: British Album of the Year, British Artist of the Year, and Best British 
Single for “Easy On Me”.

So, let’s see if this album was worth the excitement and praise that it received.
Let’s start with 30, which is the continuation of Adele’s album titling streak where she names
the album after her age at the time of its release. The album has 12 tracks, which totals to

about 58 minutes in runtime, the longest Adele album to date. I won’t be talking about every
track on here, but there are definitely some very noteworthy and excellent songs amongst

these 12. The album starts off incredibly strongly with “Strangers by Nature”, an emotionally
powerful 3-minute opener. “To Be Loved”, the penultimate track, is similar in nature to this
track, except slower and longer, at nearly 7 minutes in length. There are also some more

sombre tracks with similar emotional themes which I enjoyed, such as “Hold On”, “Easy On
Me”, “I Drink Wine” and “Love Is A Game”, which stands out more to me specifically because of
its swaying rhythm and soundscape, almost like a ballad. However, that’s not to say that the

whole album is this emotional. One of the best examples of this is “Oh My God”, with a
thumping drum pattern and swinging vocals. In fact, it almost sounds like a club song.

Another good example is the immediate next track, “Can I Get It”, which starts with a simple
guitar section, but quickly adds a drum section which raises the energy of the track

significantly. In short, while I wouldn’t say that 30 is necessarily ground-breaking in many
aspects, it does what it sets out to do incredibly well, and Adele’s versatility as a singer-

songwriter really shows throughout these tracks. I would even argue it’s Adele’s best album
to date.

 
Score: 8.4/10

Nicolas Deeks Album Review



 

 

 

Amazing Axolotl!Star Lane

Axolotl fact file:
Name: Axolotl

Scientific name: Ambystoma 
Mexicanum

Habitat: Lake Xochimilco
What they eat: Small fish, eggs and 

worms
Average size: 12 inches 

Average weight: 10.5 ounces ( that’s 
about the weight of 2 apples)

 

Axolotl are cute creatures that live at the bottom of Lake Xochimilco and 
spend their whole life under water and never swim to the surface. Although 
they live for 10-15 years, they look like a baby their whole life! Did you know 
you can actually adopt one of these amazing creatures and keep it as a pet? 

They eat small fish eggs and worms. Axolotl come in all different colours 
including: pink, white albino, golden albino, grey, green, brown, blue and 

 many more. An axolotl is a type of salamander. They have a rare condition 
called neoteny which means they keep most of their larval features into 

adulthood. Did you know that the feathery- looking main the axolotl have 
round there neck is actually their gills? Axolotl are a critically endangered 

species with only an estimated 700 – 1200 left in the wild. The biggest 
threat to their existence is the loss of their habitat. We need to ensure we 

look after these creatures, and their habitat, before it is too late!

’Toothless’ - the Axalotl in Mr Sene’s classroom 
 



 

Alfie Kingett
Dinosaur Report

In 1964, Dr Alan Bartholomai discovered a chalkstone nodule containing an 
ankylosaurian skeleton near Queensland, Australia. The dinosaur found was a 
new species of ankylosaur and was subsequently named The Minmi due to the 

skeleton being found near the Minmi Crossing.

The Minmi itself was a relatively small species of ankylosaur that roamed the early 
Cretaceous  Australian plains from roughly 133 million years ago. Though small with a 
length of roughly 3 metres it was heavily armoured with horizontally oriented plates of 

bone that ran along the sides of its vertebrae, these plates would be very dangerous for 
smaller to medium size carnivores however, large dinosaurs could easily flip the 

dinosaur and finish it off. The Minmi being small was a target for larger predators and so 
developed very long limbs so it could easily run and hide into foliage to then avoid said 

larger predators. The Minmi being an ankylosaur had a very small brain with an EQ 
(emotional quotient) of roughly 0.6 in length. With a brain this small, this dinosaur, and 
its species’ group, only have the basic knowledge they need to live. This being: eating, 

drinking, sleepingand hiding from/ attacking predators. 

(Dinosaur  EQ list Ankylosaurs come after Sauropods and before Stegosaurs)

The most accurate image of Minmi from the early 2010s (above left) and 
(above right) where Minmi skeletons have been found.



 

 

The Minmi would mainly eat small ground foliage including: cycads, ferns, horse tails 
and rushes.

The dinosaur has had multiple skeletons uncovered from the area leading to mass 
study of the animal. These studies show that the Minmi had a very close relative 
 which lived in the same area around the same time called the Kunbarrasaurus.
Recently the Minmi has been recaptured in the new park building game Jurassic 

world evolution 2 where the Minmi can be hatched and looked after in its exhibits 
 

The Kunbarrasaurus was discovered in November 1989 by Ralph Molnar. The species 
was originally thought to be another skeleton of the Minmi Paravertebra, however, 

through studies, was found to be a different species. The Kunbarrasaurus, thought to 
be very similar to the Minmi in appearance, had different details to the roof of its 

head. While the Minmi’s head was sharp and jagged, the Kunbarrasaurus’ head was 
flat. Apart from postural and nasal bones, the Kunbarrasaurus had, like the Minmi, 

multiple plates of bone running alongside its back and head. This made it dangerous, 
bar large carnivores that would have flipped the dinosaur on its head.

Like the Minmi, the Kunbarrasaurus would have eaten small ground foliage, but would 
have also eaten fibrous plants like cycads and ferns.

 



Netflix Show Review
Derry Girls: 2018-2022  Age rating 12

 
In Derry, Northern Ireland, four girls (and a wee English fella), embark on many exciting 

adventures after they attend a Catholic girls' school (Our Lady Immaculate College) in the 
midst of a national conflict. This show is set in the 1990s, so there is lots of history as well.

 
The director of Derry Girls is Lisa McGee. She grew up in Derry as a child and based the 

main protagonist of the show, Erin Quinn, on herself as a teenager. This is one of five
shows she has directed. Others include ‘Raw’ and ‘London Irish’, which are intended for 

older audiences.
 

In the first episode, the viewers are introduced to Erin Quinn, (played by Saoirse-Monica 
Jackson), an ambitious girl who wants nothing but the best, and Orla McCool, (Louisa 

Harland) Erin’s crazy cousin. Erin and Orla have their friends Claire Devlin (Nicola Coughan), 
a timid over-reacher, and Michelle Mallon (Jamie-Lee O’Donnel) who is never seen without 

her English cousin James Maguire (Dylan Llewelyn), an honorary Derry Girl. 
 

Overall, I would rate this show 4.5/5 stars. I chose this rating because the school life they 
dwell upon is relatable, and out of school friendships are the same. The episodes are 25 

minutes long, which is a suitable length if you have a short attention span like me. There is a 
bit of swearing in the show, so if you don’t like that, I wouldn’t recommend.

 
In the words of Michelle, “Being a Derry girl means it doesn’t matter where you were brought 

up, it’s a state of mind.”
 

Daisy Turner



Jada Mendonca
Clubs and Activities

In Oasis Academy Coulsdon, we do not only think about our education, we also think about 
the students’ enjoyment! The school has provided lots of after school clubs that many of our 
students attend!  Each of our clubs and activities that we hold in this school suit each of the 

students and their interests!
Some clubs the school provides are:

 
The clubs that we provide are:

• Drama
• Arts and crafts
• Sports clubs

• Music
• And more

 
Information about our clubs

In terms of sports, there are many clubs on offer that range from football, to table tennis, to 
netball. Each sport has its own competition in which our students can take part. Students can 

enjoy a range of sports that all take place on various days of the week.
Drama club has lots of different topics that are covered. Students can practise monologues, 

complete vocal practices to help project their voices, and they can even audition for an 
upcoming performance. Recent performances from students were seen in famous shows at 
the Academy such as: ‘Beauty and the Beast’, ‘Aladdin’, ‘Mary Poppins’ and ‘The Wizard of Oz’.

Our Arts and Crafts club has students creating paintings, scented soaps, sculptures and 
more. Every week the students that attend this club can take home something that they have 

made and can be proud of!
In Music club you can participate with friends, or even book your own private lessons working 
on an instrument of your choice. Our Academy has a choir that performs at different events 

throughout the year.
We hope next year we have all of the listed clubs above and many more for our students to

participate in! 
 
 



Cassie Boyle

Cassie was selected to speak at the ‘Jack Petchey Speak Out Challenge’, 
regional final, on Monday 16th May at Harris Academy Purley. This was 

after our initial in-class workshop where several speakers from Year 10 were 
credited for their brilliant speeches. Although Cassie did not unfortunately 
move on to the next stage (due to tough competition), she did speak with 

passion, and did Oasis Academy Coulsdon incredibly proud.

Sticks and stones may break my bones but 
ignorance makes me ‘stronger’…

Have you ever been bullied? Was it for something completely out of your control? Maybe your 
culture, race, identity. Were you ever told to “just ignore it?”

 
I know I was. When I was a kid, I remember just sitting in a corner every break and lunch reading, 
because I was too scared to actually go outside where I knew I’d just get called names and people 

would look at me weirdly and whisper. 
 

To get to my point, did you know that 2/3 of queer people have experienced anti-LGBT violence or 
abuse? 9 in 10 of these people have experienced verbal abuse, and 3 in 10 had experienced 

physical violence. Now this is just in the “real world”. What if this were to happen in a school, to 
someone my age, a kid? What’d they be told? To just ignore It. 

 
46% of children and young people say that they have been bullied at some point

throughout their lives. 55% of children who have been bullied will develop depression.
Yet, what are they told? To just ignore it. 

 
Surely schools or the council would do something about it. Surely there would be some
sort of support system in place for kids going through constant judgement, for kids with

millions of words constantly racing through their heads. Surely the phrase “
just ignore it” isn’t the only thing said. And you’re right, it probably isn’t. It’s probably

thrown in there with some “they’re just jealous” or “it’s not worth it”. Yes, “just ignore it” is
great for building a bit of thick skin, without it you can’t survive in this world. But how do

we know when to draw the line between “just ignore it” and becoming numb to it?
 
 



Cassie Boyle
 
 
 

To round things off, just ignoring it doesn’t always work. It doesn’t always stop the 
bullies, it definitely doesn’t get rid of the scars they made. Maybe It does work. Then 
great, good for you. But then again, maybe It doesn’t, and there’s still the constant 

whispering, the constant name calling, the constant judgement, the constant 
reminder that for whatever reason, you’re not normal, and never will be. It just 

makes you build walls to protect yourself from it. It doesn’t mean you can’t hear It. It 
doesn’t stop the hurt and pain from past words. It just stops you from feeling the 

present words. 
 

Sticks and stones do break bones…but ignorance is just a façade. 
So why not “just ignore it?”

 

If you ever feel as if you need support with tackling bullying (in any 
form), then remember to speak to staff at the Academy, use the 

‘Worry Box’, speak to your Head of Year, Mentor or Ms Hackett/Mr 
Pelling.

Additional sites for support:
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/young-person/coping-with- 

life/bullying/
https://www.nationalbullyinghelpline.co.uk/cyberbullying.html

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of- 
abuse/bullying-and-cyberbullying/

 

https://www.youngminds.org.uk/young-person/coping-with-life/bullying/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/young-person/coping-with-life/bullying/
https://www.nationalbullyinghelpline.co.uk/cyberbullying.html
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/bullying-and-cyberbullying/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/bullying-and-cyberbullying/

