
Message from the Principal 
 
Dear Families, 
 
Even though COVID is far from over, we have had a wonderful time this term and  
it has felt far more ‘normal’. I would like to send a huge thank you to our staff who  
have put on events, such as our support for Ukraine and Red Nose Day and trips,  
such as those to Bletchley Park, Thorpe Park, the Southbank just to name a few.  
Staffing still remains a challenge due to COVID and we have only managed to carry  
out these trips with a huge team effort from our staff.  
 
Our Year 11s have now finished their last full term of school with us, and we have been  
so impressed at their efforts in period 7 and Saturday school. We wish them all the best 
with their revision over the holidays as they start their final sprint in their road to  
excellence. If there is anything we can do to support them at home, please do contact 
your child’s mentor.  
 
Your children have been nothing short of amazing this year; we have been so impressed 
with their resilience and determination to do their best at every turn. It is such a pleasure 
to work with such a joyful, caring group of young people. Thank you to all our families for 
supporting us in ensuring the very best for your children and please do not hesitate to  
get in touch if you have any feedback. 
 
We hope you have a lovely Easter break and look forward to welcoming students  
back on Tuesday 19

th
 April. 

 
Best wishes, 
 
Ms Green 
Principal 

We are immensely proud of our students who took part in the 

Academy production of Beauty & the Beast. Opening night 

and the matinee performance to local primary school children 

were a huge success and we were blown away by the talent 

amongst the cast. Even though it has been two years since we 

have put on a production of this size, the students took  

everything in their stride. We would like to say a special thank 

you to them for the meet and greet with the Year 5 students 

after the matinee: they were absolutely brilliant with them. 

Of course, none of this would be possible without the planning, 

support, encouragement, and expertise of our fantastic team 

of staff. Thank you to Ms Killeen, Mrs Richardson,  

Ms Laurent, and Mr Jarvie for everything they did to pull  

this show together. 

@OasisCoulsdon 



On Thursday 17
th
 March, a Year 9 class were invited to attend an  

author’s talk at Woldingham School.  The author, M.A. Bennett 

(Marina), has written a series of books for young adults centring 

around a school setting. Marina talked through her journey as a  

creative writer, how she came up with her ideas, her background as 

an historian, and ultimately, this led into an interest by a film  

company to turn her novel ‘S.T.A.G.’ into a script, which is currently 

in the process of being turned into a film. 

Afterwards, students were invited to purchase (at a discount) those 

novels that interested the students, which were signed by the author. 

Marina was a very engaging speaker, and the students asked  
some poignant questions after her talk.  Our students were  
polite and responsive and a credit to Oasis Academy Coulsdon. 

,
Year 7, what a busy term this has been! From our PSHE trips 
to the Sutton Life Centre, 3 Mobile online safety workshops, 
Houses of Parliament presentation, and our reward trip to 
Thorpe Park. I have to say this is the most amount of  
extracurricular trips or workshops we have squeezed in to a 
term ever! The students have made us proud with their mature 
attitude to the topics they have been learning and have 
astounded us with the quality of the questions they have been 
asking of the presenters from each of the trips. A reminder that 
our residential trip will soon be upon us, please ensure any 
consent forms have been completed and payment made.  
 
Over the Easter holidays you need to restock your pencil  
cases, check your shoes and uniform still fit (some of you have 
grown so much since September!). Have a wonderful Easter 
break, with lots of rest, time with family and friends, and we 
look forward to seeing you for the summer term. 

Our response to Ukraine 
You will have seen in our recent social media posts and news  

shared via the weekly bulletins that our students have spent a  

lot of time this half term thinking about the events unfolding in  

Ukraine and what they can do to help. 

 

It began with some students working with Ms Kenison to create a  

‘Pillar of Hope’ where students posted messages of love and prayer  

to the people of Ukraine. The messages continued to grow and the  

one pillar turned into eight. This captured the attention of ITV News  

who came in to interview students about their thoughts on what was  

happening and to see what they were doing. 

 

We then began selling ribbons which had an overwhelming response, with 

students selling out twice withing just a few hours. Again, this caught the  

attention of Oasis, and especially our Founder, Steve Chalke, who came in  

to meet with the students who had been selling the ribbons. Whilst here,  

Steve made a video with students to promote the selling of the Ribbons for 

Ukraine across the whole of Oasis, which you can view HERE. 

 

All of our fundraising effort and generous donations from you all have meant 

we have raised an amazing £2,500. We share with you our sincerest thanks 

for helping us achieve this staggering amount. 



House Events 
 
The Voice! 
The Modern Foreign Languages department held a house competition 
on Monday 7

th
 February. Students were tasked to listen to a number of 

teachers speaking different languages and identify who the teacher 
was and what language they were speaking. There were some tricky 
ones in amongst the audio clips, but students from Everest were  
triumphant in placing 1st, with Redwood 2nd, Sahara 3rd and  
Pacific 4th.   
 

World Book Day 
Students and Teachers were asked to dress up for World Book Day  
on Thursday 3

rd
 March. A house competition for the best dressed  

student was held in the agora at lunchtime. Jacob Tite came 1st for 
Redwood, Star Lane placed 2nd for Everest, David Owusu Ansah  
3rd for Sahara and Gabe Samson 4th for Pacific.  
 

Benchball 
The lunchtime Benchball house competition for Year 7 and 8 was  
on Thursday 10

th
 March. It was amazing to see so many students  

representing their houses. Redwood placed 1st, Pacific and  
Sahara placed joint 2nd and Everest placed 3rd.  
Thursday 17

th
 March saw the turn of Year 9 and 10 students.  

1st place was Sahara, 2nd place was Everest, 3rd was Pacific  
and 4th was Redwood.  
 

Red Nose Day 
On Friday 18

th
 March, the house leaders held a house  

competition quiz in the agora at lunchtime. There were three  
rounds consisting of general knowledge questions. The results  
were as follows: 1

st 
place were Sahara , 2

nd
 joint place were  

Everest and Pacific, and 4
th
 were Redwood.  

Miss Berkeley, Mr Savage, and Miss Gravells then all took  
part in the slime the teacher fundraiser during period 6 to  
raise money for Red Nose Day. A total of £120 was raised  
from the slime, making a grand total of £256 raised for  
comic relief combined with the ‘Wear Something Red’  
donations. 

Be Internet Citizens! 

Year 10 had the incredible opportunity to participate in the PSHE workshop 
Be Internet Citizens.  The students engaged in a number of workshops 
which has boosted their knowledge and confidence to be able to spot fake 
news, and recognise ideas of unconscious bias and stereotyping.  

At the end of the a very exciting day, the winners from each class  
presented their social media campaigns 'What It Means To Be A Good  
Digital Citizen' through a range of creative mediums including poster  
campaigns, spoken word and role plays.  

Trip to the Globe Theatre 
On Thursday 3rd March 2022, 80 Year 10 students  

attended The Globe theatre in Southwark, London to  
watch a special performance of Shakespeare’s  

“Scottish Play”. The students and staff were fortunate to  
have stage-side seats to enjoy the supernatural drama of  

power and the consequences of unchecked “ambition”.   
This production of “Macbeth”, one of the set texts for English  

Literature GCSE, was presented as part of The Globe’s  
education programme and the students benefitted greatly  

from seeing the play come to life on the hallowed grounds of  
this beautiful renaissance theatre. Regular trips to The Globe  

and other theatres in London are part of the English  
department’s ongoing extra-curricular program to enable all  

students to see Shakespeare plays performed on stage during  

their study of English Literature. 



,

 
The Year 8s have now settled into the secondary school  
way of life and the maturity of a large majority of students is fantastic.  
So many students have taken part in a wide range of extra-curricular  
from sports clubs to the school production.  
 
Students have been nominated by their mentors and class teachers for going above  
and beyond, these students have earnt themselves an Easter Egg for their efforts. It has  
been an extremely hard to pick a student a day when so many Year 8s consistently display the  
Oasis 9 Habits. Students who met the criteria also got the opportunity to attend Thorpe Park to be  
rewarded for both their excellent attendance and behaviour. I am looking forward to organising another  
rewards trip and hope to see more of the Year 8 students invited.  
 
The students have had the opportunity to take in an internet safety workshop run by 3 mobile. This taught students 
the importance of giving away their personal information online and the students created videos to teach the  
students of Oasis Byron about the importance of being safe online.  
 
The year group has had a rise in students being late to school, it is essential that students are on time, or they miss 
out on all the key information during mentor time, that will help them for the day. The attendance has varied from 
week to week, it is important that your child is attending school consistently and you are communicating with the 
school when your child is absent.  
 
On the return to school after Easter students will be attending a trip to the Sutton Life centre; this will develop  
the student’s life skills and will be giving the opportunity to learn about relevant safety issues and challenges.  
 
Happy Easter  

Croydon Equalities 

Pledge 
Year 11 students Zara and Horeb were  
specially invited to perform at Croydon Town 
Hall for its Equalities Pledge launch. This 
pledge aims to unite businesses and  
organisations across Croydon in working  
towards a more inclusive borough. 
 
They performed two songs "Rise Up" and 
"Stand Up". The songs were chosen because 
they reflected the themes of the struggle for 
equality and justice. The girls received a 
standing ovation from the audience, a letter of 
appreciation (right) and a generous gift  
voucher for their efforts. 

Michal 
Keska 

Jan 
2022 

A number of electric, bass and acoustic guitars in the music area 
were missing strings and were in need of some maintenance.  Michal 
has volunteered to spend his lunchtimes replacing strings on guitars 
and doing some general guitar upkeep.  This has benefited many key 
stage 4 students and saved the music staff a large amount of time, 
this has been invaluable and we are incredibly grateful. 

Sacha Dil 
Devincenzi 

Feb 
2022 

Sacha has been an exceptionally focussed students through out  
every Food lesson. He continuously helps other students and not only 
shares his time, knowledge, and guidance, but he will give others his 
ingredients if they have forgotten them. During the practical lessons 
Sacha will ask if I need assistance and will wash up for other students 
who have fallen behind. He is an exceptional student and an amazing 
role model. 

Alfie 
Kingett 

Mar 
2022 

Alfie is always being helpful around the Academy, volunteering at 
events. He is polite, considerate and supportive to all staff and  
students, consistently showing the Oasis Habits. 

Jack Petchey Award Winners 
We are 

pleased to  

share the 

Jack  

Petchey 

Award  

winners for the Spring  

Term. Students will get a  

£200 grant to spend on a 

school project of their  

choosing. 

Congratulations to all winners! 

Nominations for the summer 

term will open later in the year. 



Holocaust Memorial Day 

Holocaust Memorial Day is commemorated every year on the 27
th
 January to  

mark the liberation of the Auschwitz concentration camp in 1945. It also  
remembers the subsequent genocides in Cambodia, Darfur, Rwanda and Bosnia.  
Each year has a different theme for reflection and this year was “One Day”.  
 
Every year the Academy has taken part in several events to mark this event including  
entering the borough wide Croydon SACRE (Standing Advisory Council on Religious  
Education) which this year was won by Year 9 student Nicolas Deeks. The judging  
panel commenting on the authentic and powerful nature of his poetry you can read below.  
 
Nicolas was visited in his year group assembly by the Chair of SACRE Cllr Richard  
Chatterjee and SACRE Officer Penny Smith-Orr to award him the winning prize for the  
school and his certificate. Nicolas also was presented a platinum badge for his achievement 
from Mrs Green.  
  
Nicolas commented  
“When I found out I’d won, I was definitely surprised as I wasn’t even expecting to get a  
mention, let alone win, Miss just turned up at my lesson to announce it to everyone! I  
still don’t know how I really feel about it other than incredibly honoured and humbled”.  

One Day 

January of 1944, 

The Holocaust ongoing and many  
people’s lives no more, 

On one day, with Jews packed in a truck, 

They would come across an incident that 
granted them luck. 

A young pale boy named Motke Zeidel, 

Was sent out of the truck, left idle, 

He assumed the Nazis would shoot him 
dead, 

The “Holocaust of bullets” was coming for 
him ahead. 

But he was surprised to find that he was 
wrong, 

He was saved, despite expecting his swan 
song. 

The Nazis wanted him and the others to 
drag corpses, 

For no clear reason, but they wanted to stay 
on course, 

So they began to drag them up, got  
everything in shape, 

And then the prisoners came up with an 
idea: escape. 

 

They began to dig a tunnel with saws, files 
and spoons, 

Digging in shifts, through the sun and moon, 

They were digging for months, and they had 
some setbacks, 

But soon, they got near the barbed wire, and 
attacked. 

April 15, the day of the dash for freedom, 

They waited and waited till 11pm. 

The crawl began in groups of ten, 

They emerged, it seemed all done, but  
then, 

Gunfire emerged from all around, 

The groups scattered before they  

were found, 

Hiding in the forest for months, 

Evading the oncoming Nazi hunts, 

They braved it out for oh so long, 

Until the war ended, and they could  
sing their songs. 

So ends this escape tale told in  
rhyme, 

The incredible story of one day  
in time. 

,
Year 11 have finished their last full term as students of this Academy. It has been a  
hectic time but Year 11 have conducted themselves well this term, particularly during  
the mocks, where it was excellent to see the poise and preparedness shown by  
students who are showing more and more that they are ready to get through the  
exams and move onto the next stage in their lives. 

It hasn’t all been about the work though. We had a visit and a talk from the excellent  
Mr Beezy to motivate students. Our (delayed) trip to Flip-Out happened on the last 
Thursday of the term, and it was great for the kids to be able to let off some steam,  
especially after all of their hard work! They were also rewarded by creating some pain 
and suffering for Mr van Gelder and I (but mainly me for some reason…). I have been 
egged, waxed and eaten a really hot chilli, all in the name of entertainment of Year 11 
students… Definitely what I signed up for as Family Leader! 

After we return, the countdown will truly begin toward the exams with only four weeks of 
full teaching left.  Students should find the right balance of revision and rest over the 
break to return and work hard for the home straight after the break. 



,
 
It has been a very busy and progressive term for Year 9.   Although it is their third year in 
secondary school, it will be their first complete, consecutive, two terms. We are entering  
the final part of the year and the students are beginning to make decisions that will have  
an impact of their future. 
 
We had the options evening, where students were informed about the process and the  
subjects on offer. The evening was lovely for several reasons and it was nice to see my  
parents again, after being away for so long.  I spent a lot of the evening catching up  
with parents and I left school, that evening, with a warm heart.   
 
Year 9 are currently in the process of attending interviews with members of staff,  
where they discuss their options and possible careers.  I have carried out some  
interviews and had follow-up conversations with staff – we have all been impressed  
with how well the Year 9 students conducted themselves.  They took the interviews  
very seriously and showed a high level of maturity; I am looking forward to them 
beginning their GCSE journey next academic year. The students will make their  
option choices just after the Easter break.  Don’t forget you can access all of the  
options information so far on the dedicated website page (click on the right icon). 
 
We have been very fortunate to have dedicated PSHE lessons, which has  
proved beneficial to the Year 9 students.  The students have learnt about a  
range of social issues and, very importantly, how they fit into society and how  
the pressures of society affect them.  All topics discussed have been handled  
very sensitively.  Students are provided with support websites and details of  
where to find help around the academy.  
 
Several Year 9 students enjoyed a trip away to Bletchley Park and I would  
like to say well done to Nicolas Deeks for his inspiring poem, written for and  
submitted to Croydon’s SACRE Competition for Holocaust Memorial Day.   
Nicolas won first place and was presented with an award from Councillor  
Richard Charterjee and Penny Smith Orr, Chair of SACRE.  Once again,  
well done, Nicolas.  We are very proud of you! 
 
As we return to longer and brighter days, I look forward to our final term  
in Year 9. Take care and happy easter. 

Sport Report 
The PE department have been busy with fixtures back into full swing this  

term. Here they report on a few highlights from Netball and Football. 

Y7 Boys Football vs. Quest Academy  

The boys started their first fixture ever in the academy, demonstrating a strong level  

of ability. The first half saw the team keeping great shape and being defensively  

compact and comfortably getting through the first half with a 2-1 lead with Fynn  

opening the scoring and Reece L despatching a wonderful volley from a corner. The  

second half was a rampage from the boys securing six more goals for a 8-1 full time  

score. A solid performance from the backline must be noted in the second half as well  

which avoided any further goals.  Player of the match went to Reece L. 

Y7 Boys Football vs. Orchard Park  

Off the back of a rampant win the team had high expectations to meet. The first half started  

well, and the boy continued to apply pressure. This saw them scoring five first half goals!  

Second half saw a dip in performance, but the boys still saw the game through with a final  

score of 5-3. Player of the match went to Harry S. 

Back-to-back victories in the team’s first two matches together is a phenomenal achievement.  

Massive shoutout to everyone in the squad for their efforts in the matches. 

Year 8 Netball 

The Year 8 Netball Team have been absolutely fantastic in representing the academy throughout 

the Croydon Netball League this year. They have successfully won all their league fixtures,  

scoring a total of 28 goals! Well done girls, you should all be incredibly proud of your achievement. 

Year 7 Netball 
The Year 7 Netball Team represented the academy in the Croydon School’s Netball Tournament 
held at Shirley High on Tuesday 8th March. The girls had some challenging fixtures, playing 
against schools in higher divisions than them. However it was amazing to see them fight with such 
tenacity to secure a couple of wins. Well done girls! 

https://www.oasisacademycoulsdon.org/curriculum/year-9-gcse-options-form


,  
 
It is scary to think, but, Year 10 only have one term left until Year 11. They are growing 
up so fast! Overall, Year 10 have been working well this term. They have been working 
towards their charity projects for First Give within PSHE and have also been looking at 
revision techniques and how to manage their time during mentor time. Furthermore, I 
have popped into many lessons and have seen the brilliant work being completed.  
Most recently I went into food tech and saw the wonderful things that have been  
made and the amazing course work being produced.  
 
I am so pleased to hear about the trips that have been happening for Year 10  
and how well the students have represented the academy when out in public.  
It is also fabulous to see so many of Year 10 taking part in the production of  
Beauty and The Beast, I know they have worked incredibly hard.  
 
We have had a lot of leadership opportunities which Year 10 have been a part of  
which leads us nicely into their prefect applications which we will be launching very 
soon. 
 
Over the Easter holidays Year 10 need to make sure they keep up the momentum with 
their revision as well as having a break. Unfortunately, the exams will not go away and 
so they will need to show some maturity in making sure they are spreading out the work 
load and not allowing it to pile up and cramming it in.  
 
I hope you all have a wonderful break. 

Year 9 Trip to Bletchley Park 

By Jessica Eeles and Nicolas Deeks  

On Tuesday 15
th
 March, we went to Bletchley Park, home of the codebreakers during 

World War Two, and learnt about how people like Alan Turing cracked the Enigma code. 

The Enigma code was the name of the code the Nazis used to send messages to each 

other during World War Two. 

Codebreaking Activities:  

When we arrived at Bletchley Park, we had a short workshop about different types of 

codebreaking, including rail fence code, teleprinter code, and the Enigma code, all of 

which we got to try out. We even got to see a real-life Enigma machine working from 

World War Two! We were trying to decode the messages which would uncover the 

name of a spy at Bletchley Park – his name was John Cairncross, and he was an  

actual spy in the 1940s!  

The Mansion: 

After doing the codebreaking activities, we walked round the mansion, saw rooms  

such as the billiard room & the ballroom, and read about what they were used for  

during the codebreaking. In one room, there were pictures and information about  

men and women that were part of cracking the Enigma code. In that room there  

was also some headphones that we could put on and listen to stories from some  

of the men and women. 

The Huts:  

During our time at Bletchley Park, we went into the huts where the decoding of  

the Nazi enigma codes took place. We learnt about how each of the huts had  

their own role to play in receiving the ciphered messages, decoding them,  

and sending out the deciphered ones: for example, Hut 11 was responsible  

for the creation of the Bombe machines (which were the devices that actually  

did the deciphering of the codes). Next to that was the Hut 11A exhibition  

explaining the creating of the Bombes, which contained several mini films  

showing its creation and how it worked. Aside from that, there were several  

huts (3, 4, & 8) that had been reconstructed to be almost exact replicas of 



the originals, with projections of what the workers would have been 

thinking/doing/saying. There was information and interactive activities 

scattered throughout. Hut 8 was where Alan Turing’s office was  

located, and it was a treat to see, even if it was only a replica! 

The Guided Tour and the History of Bletchley Park: 

After lunch, we went on a search to find our tour guide, who took us 

around the mansion and the garage at the back while talking about  

the park’s history. At the mansion, he told us about how the estate of 

581 acres was bought in 1883 by Sir Herbert Samuel Leon, who  

expanded the then-existing house. He also told us that in May 1938, 

Admiral Sir Hugh Sinclair, head of the Secret Intelligence Service  

(MI6), bought the mansion and 58 acres of land for £6,000  

(£392,000 today). During World War Two, Bletchley Park was  

known as Station X and was the headquarters for cracking the  

codes. After going to the mansion, he took us to the garage and  

told us about all the old vehicles, as well as who would have used  

them during the war. In the garage, there was also an  

Afghanistan GCHQ box that had Pot Noodles and Tetley tea in it  

(the ideal British diet). After looking at the garage, he took us to  

the memorial and told us how it was a memorial to remember  

all the people who spent years of their life cracking codes and  

not even being allowed to tell their family what they were doing.  

On the back of the memorial there was a message written in  

Morse code from Winston Churchill, congratulating the  

workers at Bletchley Park for their service. 

Conclusion:  

In conclusion, Year 9 had a great trip to Bletchley Park. We  
learnt a lot and now we know more about how Britain won  
World War 2 thanks to the great minds at Bletchley Park.  
We also went to the gift-shop, which had all kinds of  
merchandise. Overall, it was an enjoyable trip and we  
would strongly recommend going there (if you’re willing  
to do the 2-hour drive to Milton Keynes). 

Year 9 Poetry 

Ms O’Neil was delighted with the poetry produced 

by some of her Year 9 students recently, and has 

shared their work in celebration.   

Ms O’Neil said of their efforts “The theme was  

entrapment.  I think they are excellent and show 

how much progress they have made”. 



International Women’s Day 

Students at Oasis Academy Coulsdon have 
been getting their cycle shoes on to help 
raise vital funds for Ukrainian women and 
children refugees as part of their International 
Women’s Day celebrations. 

Students were asked to sign up to cycle one 
mile each in celebration of International 
Women’s Day. Their target distance was  
99.5 miles, which represents the number of 
years it will take to reach true gender pay  
parity at the current rate of progression. 

As this event was to mark International  
Women’s Day, the funds raised were or 
course intended to go towards women’s  
charities, however, students were  
extremely passionate about wanting to  
support women and children who have  
lost everything due to the war in Ukraine. 
Therefore, it was a unanimous decision  
that the money raised go to charities  
helping refugees fleeing the conflict. 

The donation amount was set at £2.00  
per person to cycle one mile. However,  
many students were very keen to  
donate more than £2 for this cause.  
In total the academy raised a very  
generous £693! 

Year 9 Poetry continued... 
Ms Nel has also been delighted with the poetry of students in her 
group and says of their work “The title was ‘Entrapment’ and I 
would like celebrate the diversity these poems  
demonstrate:  Nicolas’ humour and quick wit, Meira’s use of the 
traditional Shakespearean sonnet form and Zoe’s use of  
repetition and metaphorical use of the childhood game ‘Simon 
Says’.  Each poem is unique.” 



Palace for Life 
On Wednesday 30th March, OAC took part in a charity event in 
memory of former Oasis Shirley Park student Zaian. Roughly 24 
schools from the borough of Croydon attended the event to celebrate 
his life through football. The Year 10 boys played against some  
strong competition in a round robin tournament, and unfortunately 
came 4th in the group missing out on the semi finals.  

The day was also special for the students to have the privilege to  
play at the state of the art Crystal Palace FC training academy.  
The boys were a pleasure to take and represented the  
academy exceptionally. 

Year 8 English 
 
Mr O’Shea has shared this fantastic piece for writing from Year 8 student, Lydia. The ‘diary entry’ is  
constructed beautifully and exhibits a real talent. 
 
Dear Diary,  
My hands are shaking. The crying has stopped. My body hurts but my heart aches more than anything. The kitchen 
floor hasn’t ever felt this cold or uncomfortable before tonight. Alone. Perhaps I’ve always been alone but not like 
this. This hurts. This rips my skin. This eats away at my organs. A feeling of rage and grief. Of hopelessness. Of  
failure. I feel sick. The tragedy of my siblings death is unbearable. I’ve never argued with Ismene before. I feel 
ashamed. I have never felt so detached from my family or what is left of it at least.  
  
I doubt I have ever felt so desolate in my life. So alone. So helpless. My brothers: dead. I suppose I should feel 
proud;  my dear brother, rewarded with full military honours, praised by the King, deemed a patriot of Thebes! Noble 
and loyal. However, my other brother, a traitor, rebelling against his own kingdom. My family, my ancestors both  
honoured and disgraced. The battle was brutal, never before had two brothers fought for Thebes. Now both dead I 
mourn the loss of my siblings but wait! My uncle, Creon, is certain of Eteocles loyalty. Polynices was publicly  
humiliated, Creon demanding that he should be left “unwept” and “unburied”. His actions disgust me. He is no uncle 
to me. He is surely blasphemous! Angering our Gods for not performing a proper burial and leaving Polynices  
between the underworld and the living! And what about me? What about Antigone? Stripped of my rights, my duty. 
One can only imagine what the Gods will do with me! Ismene. Heartbroken I am sure. I tried. I tried speaking to her 
but it’s no use. She wouldn’t dare disobey her uncle. She ignored my plea of assistance. I wanted to bury him.  
Polynices.   
  
Creon is a selfish man but maybe he’s right, as much as I deny it, Polynices attacked Thebes, Eteocles only  
defended his throne. Eteocles fought his brother, yes, but he also fought his enemy. Our enemy. It was his duty to. 
Creon is pressured. What would the citizens of Thebes think if he honoured Polynices, the attacker of their kingdom? 
Creon has to do this. Which is more threatening? Your young niece disagreeing with your actions or your Kingdom 
believing you praise the work of a traitor? I feel lost. Maybe I should just suppress my feelings and forget about my 
brothers. I detest both of them yet I feel desolate and empty without them. Polynices was idiotic to go forth with his 
rash plan! I feel so much anger towards him. Is it wrong to hate him? Is it wrong to hate Creon? Eteocles? Am I right 
in saying Eteocles is a traitor? Or am I simply defending the brother who no one agrees with? Am I seeking freedom 
and using my brothers death as an excuse to defy my uncle? If I obey Creon will I move on or will I always seek the 
justice Polynices might not even deserve? Am I driven by rage or grief? Or selfishness? Do I only want to bury my 
brother so the Gods will forgive me? Poor Ismene. The penalty of disobedience is death, she wouldn’t want to lose 
yet another family member! No. She didn’t try to stop me. She left me to fend for myself, she left me to inevitably die. 
But is death my fate? Is it inevitable that I suffer a similar destiny to my brothers? Will Ismene bury me or will Creon 
forbid my burial? Will Ismene suffer punishment from Hades? I feel ill. Lightheaded. There is no wrong and right. 
There is only glory and shame.  
  
Polynices deserves a proper burial. I deserve to fulfil my duty as a woman. I am to bury my brother. I will honour my 
family and not let the deceased suffer! Will they think of me as a disgrace? Surely Creon must. No matter if I am a 
traitor or a patriot. I am neither, I am a woman, a woman who is loyal to those who have suffered unfair treatment. It 
is my right and duty to bury Polynices and I will not let a tyrannical monster stop me. What if I get caught? What if I 
die? Death is a glorious price to pay and I will die a hero no matter if Creon and the people of Thebes declare I’m a 
traitor.   
  
My hands are shaking. The crying has stopped. Polynices, do not worry. The pain will end.  

Until tomorrow,   
(Antigone)  



 Summer Term 2022 

• Tuesday 19th April:  

First day of Summer Term 1 

• Monday 2nd May:  

Bank holiday 

• Friday 27th May: 

Last day of Summer Term 1 

• Monday 30th May – Friday 3rd June: 

Half term 

• Monday 6th June:   

First day of Summer Term 2 

• Friday 24th June: 

INSET Day 

• Friday 22nd July: 

Last day of Summer Term 2 

Autumn Term 2022 

• Thursday 1st September: 

INSET Day 

• Friday 2nd September:  

First day of Autumn Term 1 

• Monday 24th October - Friday 4th  

November: Half Term 

• Monday 7th November: 

First day of Autumn Term 2 

• Tuesday 20th December: 

Last Day of Autumn Term 2 

• Wednesday 21st December - Monday 

2nd January: Christmas Holidays 

Spring Term 2023 

• Tuesday 3rd January:  

First day of Spring Term 1 

 

NB: some INSET days for academic year  

2022-2023 are yet to be added. 

Click on the below links to 

view the full term dates for  

2022-2023 

Term Dates 2022-2023 

Calendar View Term Dates 

2022-2023 

https://www.oasisacademycoulsdon.org/uploaded/Coulsdon/Academy_Life/Term_Dates/Term_dates_2022-23_Published_list.pdf
https://www.oasisacademycoulsdon.org/uploaded/Coulsdon/Academy_Life/Term_Dates/Term_Dates_2022-23_Published.pdf
https://www.oasisacademycoulsdon.org/uploaded/Coulsdon/Academy_Life/Term_Dates/Term_Dates_2022-23_Published.pdf

