
Message from the Principal 
 
Dear Families, 
 

I want to say a huge thank you for your support over the year. It is hard to believe  
how far we have come in the last 12 months, and we are incredibly proud of our  
students. It has not always been the easiest of years, with many staff and students  
still isolating with COVID prior to Easter and the impact of this was felt in school.  
Regardless, our staff have worked hard to provide a normal year for our students.  
They have gone over and above to relaunch our enrichment provision and we have had 
some fantastic trips, visits to universities, residentials, as well as field work.  
 

Throughout the year your children have also gone over and above, from Hannah Garwood 
who spent hours making things to raise money for Ukraine, Cassie Boyle who made it to 
the next round of the Jack Petchey Speak Out Challenge, to our students who performed 
at Oasis’s Got Talent. We also had some students break our whole school records at last 
week’s Sports Day – a huge well done to Ruby Soden and Moses Bisatu who broke 
school records, and to Ellen English, Tyler-James Rogers, Evan Parker, and Leo Burton 
who all broke their year group records in varying events. 
 

One of the highlights for me has been our students who have been taking on so much 
responsibility this year, whether this was running an assembly, setting up our Pride and 
Diversity clubs or standing up for our school habits. Our Year 11s were also incredible 
during their exams and we are really looking forward to their GCSE results day in August. 
To our students in other year groups – it will be you before you know it! 
 

As a family it has been a joy to see your children thrive this year, thank you for your  
support throughout. I hope you enjoy our final newsletter of the year which really  
celebrates the wonderful things we have all achieved together. 
 

Best wishes, 
 

Ms Green 
Principal 

@OasisCoulsdon 

On Wednesday 13
th
 July we were excited to have Oasis’s Got Talent  

return after a three year break.  We were blown away by the standard of 
the student’s auditions and the work the finalists put into preparing their 
acts.  They do all the planning and rehearsing themselves with minimal 
input from staff.  Our winners, Six, performed a song from the musical 
Six, based on the six wives of Henry VIII. The girls in years 8-10 met 
whilst rehearsing for Beauty and the Beast earlier in the year:  
Aisha Barry, Raya Crosley-Lo, Meira Crosley-Lo, Hana Farooki,  
Zoe Henrick (whose Nan made their outfits) and Lexie Warnes.   
The girls rehearsed every day after school, showing true  
dedication and commitment.  Honourable mentions also go to  
James Hann who came in 2

nd
 with a moving performance of  

‘All of Me’ by John Legend and Eddie Quick who amazed us all  
with his gymnastic skills to the sound track of ‘Space Man’ by  
Sam Ryder. 

We were so grateful to have such an appreciative and  
supportive audience, and are already looking forward to  
next year! 



Food Room update– from Mrs Ward 

It has been a very busy summer term in the food rooms, I have seen the Year  
10s mature into competent chefs, demonstrating high level skills such as deboning  
and portioning chickens, and piping and decorating cakes with creative and  
colourful designs. The Year 11 students sat their GCSE written exam and came  
out of the exam room feeling confident, making me a very proud teacher.  

Key Stage 3 have shown enthusiasm during practical lessons learning baking skills,  
safe knife techniques, and applying their nutritional knowledge to help them plan  
healthy menus.  

During June, the Year 8 students were amazing ambassadors for the Academy helping  
supervise the five primary school technology days. They organised and supported teams  
of four primary students guiding them to produce flap jacks; every student went away  
happy and smiling with their own product. 

I am looking forward to seeing the continued growth of practical skills and knowledge next 
year from my students. I hope they all will be practicing their cooking skills during the summer 
break to impress parents and carers. 

Science 
This year in Science, we have really enjoyed having our labs back again,  

as it has meant we can do more practical lessons! Hopefully, next year  

we can do even more in the department to demonstrate to students  

exactly how the world around them works.  

A big thank you to Ms Hooper, who ran the trip to Wakehurst for our Year 7  

students, which was a great day out and a brilliant opportunity to learn about 

science beyond the classroom. Look out for more opportunities in the new  

academic year. 

And finally, a thank you to Ms Peters for once again running the Gardening Club 

for students, giving them the chance to learn about gardening as well as bringing 

home produce that they have grown themselves! 

,

Our Year 11 students have left us and move on to the next stage of their lives. They 
worked amazingly in the last few months to be ready for their exams, but also had the 
opportunity to celebrate. We had our Clap Out on their final day prior to their exams 
starting, where the rest of the student body and the staff had the chance to wish  
them well.  
Post exams, we had our prom, which was a lovely event where the students  
certainly dressed to impress! We also had our shirt signing, which was a nice  
opportunity for students to give each other some final farewell messages  
and a memento to keep! Now they can enjoy the rest of their extended  
summer, although we will look forward to seeing them on the 25th  
August for results day! 

Year 11 Farewell 

 

Heartstone Project - Ms John reports 

Selected Year 7 students have been involved in a project funded 
by The Mayor's Office for Policing and Crime (MOPAC). They 
have been reading a book called "The Heartstone Odyssey" 
which has a central character called Chandra who is an aspiring 
dancer. She battles prejudice and discrimination throughout but 
the book enables students to talk about strategies to overcome 
the variety of issues in the narrative.  
 
The groups have produced some amazing artwork that  
corresponded to the chapters of the books, and were honoured 
to have these displayed at the Arts Showcase at the Academy 
and at Braithwaite Hall in Croydon. Many key members of the 
Croydon Community were invited such as the Deputy Mayor, 
Mark Healey from the Metro Charity, and Senior Members of the 
Metropolitan Police.  



Oasis also took part in National Theatre New Views, 
where 6 students in year 10 wrote their own plays 
with the help of professional playwright Brain Mullins. 
National Theatre had 427 scripts submitted this year 
and these were narrowed down to the longlist of 117. 
Two plays were longlisted from Oasis, Once Upon a 
Time by Bonnie Edwards and Keira Grierson and The 
Game of Bets by Otis Michael-Reid.  

I am so proud of every single one of them who took 
part, developing their own plays and know how much 
they learnt from this experience which will hold them 
in good stead for year 11. I am delighted to say that 
this will be running again next year also and see 
who our playwrights of the future are.  

History– out and about 
 
The Tower of London 
Forty Year 7 students visited the Tower of London, where they looked 
at the ‘White Tower’; a magnificent Norman Keep built by William the 
Conqueror.  They were also able to see the Crown Jewels This  
magnificent, world-famous collection of 23,578 gemstones boasts 
items that are still used in royal ceremonies today, including the fa-
mous Koh-i-Nûr diamond, which is one of the most famous diamonds 
in the world. We also saw the famous ravens and visited the Bloody 
Tower which derives its name from the 1560s when the two princes are 
believed to have been murdered by their uncle Richard III in the upper 
chamber.  

Hampton Court Palace 
More recently another group of Year 7 students visited Hampton  
Court Palace. Students visited the Great Hall, which sits at the very 
heart of the Tudor palace, towering over the surrounding buildings.  
It was designed to impress and to proclaim Henry VIII’s power and 
magnificence. They also looked at the external aspects of the  
palace including the famous astronomical clock. The central dial  
rotates once per lunar month and shows the time when the moon 
crosses the meridian each day – from which the tide can be read.  
The middle dial, rotating annually shows the age of the moon and  
the outer dial (2.5m wide) which also rotates once a year shows  
days, months, and the zodiac. On our way back to the Academy  
we looked at some of the famous gardens, together with an  
obligatory visit to the gift shop. 

Whitechapel 
Finally, 40 Year 9 students visited Whitechapel, taking part in  
a walking tour, examining the social and economic conditions  
of the east end of London during the late Victorian period,  
focussing particularly on overcrowding, sanitary conditions,  
and the failings of Sir Robert Peel’s Metropolitan Police force  
to apprehend Jack the Ripper in 1888.  Students were  
fascinated by the remaining narrow alley ways and the level  

Drama– National Theatre Projects 
This year Oasis took part in the National Theatre  

Connections Festival and what a wonderful opportunity  
this has been. Students in Years 9 – 11 who took part were  

rehearsed and performed one of the two plays were  
commissioned especially for 2021/2022 and our play was  

Find A Partner! The story is a bit like Love Island meets  
Squid Game and it was so fun to work with the students  

on this every Monday for six months.  

As part of the programme, students had the opportunity to  
perform at The Lyric Hammersmith and this was the best 

day, one I’ll never forget and I am sure the cast will not 
either. Nicolas Deeks said, ‘thank you for doing  

Connections with us. It was such a blast the entire time 
and one of the best things I've had the chance to do at the 

school so far. I don't think I'll ever forget it. Especially doing 
"GOOOOOOOOO LOVE!" over and over again.’ It was so 

wonderful that I have applied again for next year as well, 
so fingers crossed.”   

In June we celebrated the first Arts Showcase since 2019.  Just over 60 
students were involved in performances representing what has been going 
on in both classrooms and enrichment in Music and Drama.  There was 
also some amazing work on display from Art, Resistant Materials and  

Textiles.  We were incredibly proud to be able to let our students shine in 
what was an enjoyable evening for all. 



Textiles goes to Brighton 
The Year 10 Textiles class recently took a trip to the Brighton Museum, 
then onto the pier to collect primary source photos for their GCSE  
projects. The day didn’t start well with the train being cancelled.  
However, it didn’t deter the students and spirits remained high. 
 
Brighton Museum has a wealth of paintings and artefacts for the  
students to pick from, and they spent some time choosing the images 
that related to their topic. 
  
We then walked down to the pier, the students took further photos 
alongside having a lot of fun on the rides, in the amusements and  
consuming a vast amount of chips and doughnuts, before spending a 
short amount of time on a very hot beach and returning home.  

Jack Petchey Award Winners 

We are  

pleased  

to  share  

the Jack  

Petchey Award  

winners for the Summer  

Term. Students will get a  

£200 grant to spend on a  

school project of their  

choosing. 

Congratulations to all winners! 

Nominations will carry on  

termly into the next  

academic year. 

,
 
I am extremely proud of the Year 8s, they have made it through  
their first full school year since before COVID. As a year group they 
have excelled across their studies, extracurricular activities and  
social development. It has been a fantastic year watching the  
students mature and develop their own individual personalities whilst 
coming together as a Year 8 family. 
 
As a year group we have so much to celebrate! For the first time  
students have been back on numerous trips with different departments  
as well as the year group trip to the Sutton Life Centre. Students have  
had the opportunity to represent the school in many sports such as  
Football, Athletics and our Netball team winning the Croydon schools  
league. The students have had the opportunity to be in workshops  
delivered by guest speakers on internet safety, mental health, knife crime  
and more. Lastly our students in the arts have stolen the show! So many of  
them were involved in the Arts Showcase and made it to the final of Oasis’s  
Got Talent- well done to you all. 
 
During the summer term students had been set a target to try to achieve 100%  
attendance for the term, and I am delighted that 90 students achieved this in  
Summer Term 1, and over 100 in Summer Term 2! Well done to those students  
who are consistently attending school and enjoyed the cookies and doughnuts as  
part of this reward. It has been pleasure developing my relationships with the  
Year 8s, and I am thrilled that in becoming their full time Family Leader I will get  
to welcome them back ready and refreshed in September to start Year 9 together. 

Connor 
Sheridan 

Connor has constantly worked hard in Science throughout the year, 
and has constantly improved his understanding, evident in his grades, 
achieving a greater success every piece of work and assessment. 

Olivia 
Herrera 

Olivia always strives for self-improvement. She took a leap of faith and 
volunteered herself to deliver an assembly to the year groups in 
school. She took part in the First Give programme and devoted herself 
in creating the best presentation for her chosen charity, to highlight 
mental health in teenagers.   Her creativity has endless potential,  
constantly thinking out of the box and coming up with new and unique 
approaches to develop responses outside the linear path. 

Kacey 
Field 

Kacey has actively engaged and lead in all aspects of the school  
community. From organising fundraising events for Ukraine and First 
Give, to co-ordinating the school mock election and supporting Year 6 
Induction. Kacey is exceptionally polite, professional and always the a 
great ambassador. Kacey is a very conscientious, a joy to teach and 
and excellent role model. 



English Department Rundown 

Debate Club 

Over the past year, Debate Club has been growing and developing from strength to 
strength.  We have had a core group of students who always attend and look forward to  
participating with many other students who attend when they can.  Students that  
attended this year received a badge, which acknowledges their dedication and  
willingness to go the extra mile. 

The discussions are always lively and engaging; pushing and extending their thoughts  
and ideas and exploring counterarguments by taking the opposite perspective to the one  
they adhere to, which can be quite a challenge.  

This enrichment activity supports students thinking about bigger ideas and concepts, 
which then, in turn, feeds back into their written work and supports students learning and 
achieving higher grades. 

It has been a joy supporting students develop their cognitive abilities, stretching their minds  
and making them think outside their parameters and comfort zone. 

To quote a few great thinkers: 

“Rhetoric is the art of ruling the minds of men.”  

-Plato 

“Speech is power: speech is to persuade, to convert, to compel.” 
-Ralph Waldo Emerson 

“Words ought to be a little wild for they are the assaults of thought on the unthinking.” 
-John Maynard Keynes 

 

CrossTalk 

CrossTalk, the school's faith community, have had roughly 30 different students streaming in  
to discover more about God. There have been many enlightening discussions based on the  
Bible and God's views on different topics. We are hoping even more students get involved  
next year so please come along and see for yourself. 

 

Mr O’Shea’s Symposium 

This is a weekly lunchtime meeting for Socratic debate focussing on the great thinkers  
and how their ideas can inform interpretations of texts.  It has been a great arena of  
debate and application of complex cognitive processes and of vital assistance for high  
grade attainment.  Watch out for notices with locations and times when you return to  
school. 

Viaje de año 10 a Casa Lola 
On Friday 8th of July we took over thirty Year 10 students to one of our local  
Spanish restaurants, Casa Lola. The purpose of this trip was to immerse students in 
Spanish culture and give them the opportunity to put their linguistic skills into  
practice… and of course enjoy some tasty tapas too!  The weather was fantastic 
which made our outing even more authentic. 
 
The food was absolutely delicious, and all students were able to taste a fantastic 
array of tapas: the dessert of churros went down particularly well! 
 
Lots of Spanish was spoken with the waiters and the students also had to test their 
language skills by asking for more jugs of water in the heat! 
 
The students loved the fact that the waiters were all Spanish speaking and that they 
encouraged them to speak Spanish only and a great time was had by all. We are 
extremely grateful to the staff at Casa Lola for being so accommodating and  
encouraging of our students.  
 
We hope to be able to go again next year to sample some more Spanish delicacies 
and put our language knowledge to the test.  



, ,
 
Year 10 have had a busy end to the year! A huge congratulations on completing their  
end of year exams, they really rose to the challenge and did the best they could.   
 

It has also been fantastic to see Year 10 getting so many trip opportunities in recent 
weeks with both the East Surrey College trip and Surrey University trip getting the  
cohort to learn more about the opportunities available to them when they leave us.   
This was supplemented with an assembly from our careers advisor and as we write  
this report, the students are about to go on work experience to get first-hand  
experience of the working world! 
 

East Surrey College are a vocational Post-16 college who have outstanding  
facilities and the students loved the hands on nature of the workshops they chose.   
 

Surrey University treated us to a great opportunity to visit their campus and learn  
more about University life. 
 
We have also had the Eastbourne Geography trip, the Spanish trip, and the  
return of the DofE expedition. Well done to all those involved and thank you to  
staff for the efforts they have put into organising these events.  
 

Year 10 are also gearing up for a big year ahead of them, and part of this is the  
appointment of prefects and new student leadership team. Congratulations to  
Lexie Warnes and Jayden Smith for their appointments as our student leaders 
and to Olivia Herrera and Michal Keska for being appointed deputy student 
leaders.  They, along with our prefects, will make a brilliant team.  
 

Finally, we are pleased to welcome Mr Schramm to the Year 11 team as he 
will be taking on the role of acting Year 11 Family Leader when Mrs Holt 
leaves us to go on her maternity leave. We are sure he will make a great  
addition to the Year 11 pastoral team, and he has some very big shoes to  
fill! 
 

Have an enjoyable and safe summer break– we can’t wait to see you as  
Year 11 in September! 

Colour Run 
The second annual colour run took 

place on Tuesday 10th July this term. 
This is organised by our House 

Leaders in celebration of Schools’ 
Diversity Week which is part of Pride 
Month, although calendar restrictions 
mean we have to hold this later in the 

year. 

 

However, we were delighted to see 
so many students out on the field for 
the afternoon getting involved in the 
event and enjoying the celebrations, 

all whilst raising money for the  
House Charities. 

 

We raised just under £500 for the 
House Charities this year, and we 
are very grateful to everyone who 

took part. 

 

We can’t wait to celebrate at the  
colour run again next year and  

celebrate the beauty in our  
diversity.     



Mock Elections 

This year the London Borough of Croydon  

went to the polls to select their first  

democratically elected Mayor of Croydon.  

To mark this historic moment students at  

Oasis participated in their own Mock Election  

to represent who they would select if they were 

at voting age. 

 

Students were very engaged in the democratic 

process and it was fantastic to see students  

getting involved in the week of assemblies  

leading up to election day. 

 

Student votes were counted and the winner  

of our Academy election came out as  

Labour. This did not reflect the official  

polling outcome for the borough,  

but we were delighted to see students  

so engaged in the political, electoral,  

and democratic process.      

,  
 
I cannot believe it is the end of your first year in the Academy! It seems like yesterday 
that we were welcoming you in your blazers that were too big for you and massive bags 
hanging from your backs and now most of you are the same height or taller than me!  
 
We have had so many exciting opportunities this year, from Bike to School back in  
September, Reaching Higher weekly sessions, the trip to the PSHE Life Skills centre in 
Sutton, the Thorpe Park rewards trip, talks from NHS nurses on puberty, the Bank of 
England, Smashed, Houses of Parliament, 3 Mobile online safety workshops and, more 
recently, careers in charity work from the Cats Protection. 
 
Sadly, we say our goodbyes to Mr Harris and Mr Savage from our mentor team, they 
have worked tirelessly for our students and will be missed by us all. We wish them  
good luck in their new roles. 
 
Students - A reminder that you will need to refill your pencil cases over the summer  
and make sure you have uniform that fits you ready for September as you move into 
Year 8. Please also remember that if you change your hair style or cut during the  
summer break that you will need to make sure it is school appropriate in readiness  
for the new school year, and new piercings will need to be removed for school  
hours. 
 
It really has been a pleasure getting to know you all over this past year; your  
confidence has grown and you are turning into polite and mature students. This  
needs to continue into next year as you know our standards are high and we  
want the best from you and for you.  
 
Have a wonderful summer break with your family and friends, stay off social  
media and try a new hobby or read a book for pleasure! I look forward to  
hearing all about it on our return in September. 

Sunflowers for Ukraine 
Thank you to everyone who has taken part in the  

Sunflowers for Ukraine growing competition and for the 

money this has raised for our Ukraine appeal this year. 

We are pleased to announce that the winner is Luke 

Milburn in Year 10 whose flower has grown to 122cm 

so far. Luke has won a beautiful illustrated book of the  

David Attenborough series, Green Planet. 



,
 

 

Well done for the completion of a successful Year 9! 
 

This year has seen a lot of events in Year 9.  We had our graduation 
from Year 8 to Year 9 at the beginning of the year, as well as our first 
residential to PGL, delayed from Year 7 due to Covid. It was our first 

excursion and a great opportunity for team building.  It was lovely to 
see a range of students mixing and new friendships being developed.   
 

The Year 9s had the wonderful opportunity to participate in a Careers 
Speed Networking Event. Students had the opportunity to meet a  
range of employers from accountancy, property development, social 
work, fashion, and HR. Feedback from the event shows that  
students are considering career routes that they had not previously 
considered. This fed nicely into their GCSE option choices, which  
the students will embark upon in Year 10 this September. 
 

The Year 9s have really embodied our Oasis habits and worked  
together as a family – constantly showing love and politeness to  

one another. They have been involved in many school activities;  
the Black History Month assembly, standing up to present in  
front of their peers, helping to organise our first annual Culture  
Day; they have also participated in sports events and have  
taken home a few trophies. 
 

I met with the Year 9 student council, who represent the  
student voice, recently and I couldn’t be more contented with  
the maturity they showed in the meeting. They had positive  
views and expressed their concerns politely. They love the  
rewards because it encourages students to work harder and  
achieve, but equally appreciate the demerits as it helps to  
prepare them for life. Overall, it was good to learn that they  
feel happy, safe, and well looked after at our Academy.  
 

The Year 9s have had an incredible first term and I look  
forward to seeing them demonstrate excellence and  
determination for many more.  
 

Have a good summer! 

St Paul’s Cathedral Trip 

Report by Ethan Kirby, Year 8 

St Paul’s was designed by Sir Christopher Wren and 

building of the cathedral started in 1675. Famously it 

has hosted the wedding of Prince Charles to Lady  

Diana Spencer, as well as the funeral of Sir Winston 

Churchill’s. 

I was honoured to be standing in the very footsteps  

of Her Majesty The Queen. 

We were allowed to try on the vestments and  

understood how the colours change throughout  

the Christian season. We also got to tour the  

main parts of the Cathedral 

The dome had 528 steps, but felt like 500,000  

when climbing it! However, we were motivated  

to get to the very top. The spiral for the stairs  

got higher and higher, tighter and tighter, but  

when we got to the top we were rewarded with  

city wide views over London. 



Windrush Diary Entries... 

We are pleased to share some fantastic  

pieces of work from students in Years 7-9. 

Students spent time learning about the  

story of Windrush and the people it  

impacted. Here are some diary entries  

written from the perspective of those  





 Autumn Term 2022 

• Thursday 1st September: 

INSET Day 

• Friday 2nd September:  

First day of Autumn Term: Year 7 & 11 

• Monday 5th September: First day of  

Autumn Term: Years 8, 9  & 10  
(Year 7 & 11 also in attendance) 

• Friday 14th October: INSET Day 

• Monday 24th October - Friday 4th  

November: Half Term 

• Tuesday 20th December: Last Day of  

Autumn Term 

• Wednesday 21st December - Monday 2nd 

January: Christmas Holidays 

 

Spring Term 2023 

• Tuesday 3rd January: INSET Day  

• Wednesday 4th January: First day of 

Spring Term 

• Monday 13th - Friday 17th February:  

Half Term 

• Friday 31st March: Last day of Spring 

Term 

• Monday 3rd - Friday 14th April: Easter 

Holidays 
 

Summer Term 2023 

• Monday 17th April: First day of Summer 

Term 

• Monday 1st May: Bank Holiday 

• Monday 29th - Friday 2nd June: Half Term 

• Friday 23rd June: INSET Day 

• Tuesday 25th July: Last day of Summer 

Term 

Click on the below links to 

view the full term dates for  

2022-2023 

Term Dates 2022-2023 

Calendar View Term Dates 

2022-2023 

https://www.oasisacademycoulsdon.org/uploaded/Coulsdon/Academy_Life/Term_Dates/Term_dates_2022-23_Published_list.pdf
https://www.oasisacademycoulsdon.org/uploaded/Coulsdon/Academy_Life/Term_Dates/Term_Dates_2022-23_Published.pdf
https://www.oasisacademycoulsdon.org/uploaded/Coulsdon/Academy_Life/Term_Dates/Term_Dates_2022-23_Published.pdf

