
Message from the Principal 
 
Dear Families, 
 

I would like to thank all members of our community for an excellent first term of the  
year. Looking through this newsletter I am so proud of the achievements of our  
young people and thankful to the adults both at home and in school who have  
supported them. 
 
We live in challenging times and yet the children in the school are such a beacon of hope. 
Our students have been working really hard with their attendance despite a number of 
viruses getting around. It has also been a pleasure in the last week or so to celebrate in 
our rewards assemblies the efforts and excellence of our students.  
 
It has been a pleasure to get to know our new Year 7s this term, their futures are  
incredibly bright and you should be so proud of how they have transitioned to secondary 
school life. A couple of weeks ago the local primary headteachers came to visit and could 
not believe how much they have changed in a matter of weeks. 
 
On the flip side, the Year 11s have been superb throughout their final autumn term with 
us; and as we go into their final full term with us I know they have such incredible  
potential, and together with you, their families, we will do everything we can to help them 
be the best they can be in the remainder of their time with us. 
 
Our students are feeling rather tired at the moment so I do hope they have a lovely  
rest with their families. As ever our safeguarding email will be monitored throughout  
the holidays so please do get in touch if you need to.  
 
 

Wishing you all a lovely holiday, 
 

Ms Green 
Principal 

@OasisCoulsdon 

What a fabulous term this has been. Year 11 have hit the ground running 
with their coursework, investigating the chemical and functional  
properties of pasta and becoming food scientists. They have been  
conducting experiments and analysing the results to establish what  
ingredients are needed to produce a high-quality pasta.  
  
We have also run the STEM Autumn biscuits competition and you  
can see from the photograph some of the creative designs that  
were submitted, they were outstanding. Such vibrant spicey  
flavours and decorated with rustic autumn colours.  
 
The Year 10 students have also thrown themselves into the  
annual Christmas cake competition and demonstrated their  
baking, icing, and modelling skills to create Christmas  
cakes. I am always impressed with their dedication and  
enthusiasm when applying new skills to their Cake  
designs. Well done to our three winners from each  
Year 10 class.  

mailto:safeguarding@oasiscoulsdon.org


Year 10 Miracles for  

Christmas Ms Ogundele Reports 

Year 10 have had an amazing term. They have  
come back from the summer break motivated  
and mature, and have done me very proud.  
 
They have begun studying for their GCSE  
subjects and have already given me a glimpse  
into how successful they are going to be at the  
end of the course.  
 
Several teachers have mentioned the good  
character of the year group; they demonstrate  
the family ethos very well. This was evident  
when they partook in the Christmas Miracles  
campaign. 
 
I am very proud to announce the outcomes  
of our Christmas Miracles campaign this  
year, which in the face of very tough times  
for many of us, is a testament to the  
amazing families that make up OAC. 
 

• They raised £172 by selling cakes  
and cookies they baked, along with  
hot chocolate and woolly hats. With  
the money they raised, they bought  
and wrapped 142 books to give to  
local primary school and nursery  
children. They delivered them  
dressed as Santa and his elves;    
it was a delight to see them getting  
so involved and spreading joy  
across the community.  

• They collected food to make up  
Christmas food hampers, getting  
enough to put together 15 very full  
hampers for Purley Food Stop. 

• They collected gift items to create  
5 ‘Boxes of Joy’ to give to  
Ukrainian refugees in the  
Croydon area, working with a  
charity called Care4Calais. 

• They delivered 300 Christmas  
Cards to our neighbours to  
spread some Christmas cheer. 

• 15 places for Crisis at  
Christmas were funded by your  
generous donations. 

• £340 raised for East Surrey  
Children’s Ward from your  
generous donations. 

• Along with the Christmas Miracles, they raised  
money for several charities as part of the First  
Give campaign. 

 
Year 10 have worked tirelessly and shown a lot of  
compassion; they took great pride in their achievements.  
 
To celebrate a successful term, several students were  
rewarded by having a movie screening, where they enjoyed  
Home Alone 2.  
 
I hope they have a wonderful Christmas because they really  
deserve it.  



,
 
The Year 9s started the term in a fantastic manner and many of the 
students relish their new responsibility of a blue tie and moving into 
upper school. The behaviour this term as a year group has been  
brilliant, it has been so positive to see so many students focused on 
their learning and getting ready for choosing their options at the end of 
the year. Due to their brilliant behaviour, students are currently being 
nominated to win an advent prize in the countdown to Christmas and 
many students will be attending the Christmas film rewards event on 
Friday 16th December P5/6. 

Attendance this term has fallen short, with Year 9 regularly being the 
worst attending year group. It is essential that students are at school, 
as well as on time. It is a vital year for the students before they  
select their GCSEs, and missing days of school will greatly impact  
their learning. 

The students have had the opportunity to take part in lots of  
extra-curricular activities this term, from the Coulsdon Chronicles  
to sports clubs and teams. Attending extra-curricular activities is a 
great way for students to gain extra knowledge of their preferred  
subjects and give them a greater understanding before selecting  
their GCSEs.  

Students have also been looking at different careers during  
mentor time and some students attended the university of  
Surrey, providing them with a greater understanding of the  
skills and attributes needed for different jobs. The Year 9s will  
have the opportunity to take part in a career’s fair later in the  
year to further support their GCSE selections.  

Year 9s have had an outstanding start to the year, I am  
looking forward to welcoming them back in January.   

I hope you all have a wonderful Christmas and a  
Happy New Year.  

We would like to thank our students and Miss Younger who made the 
beautiful poppies from recycled bottles this year to mark Remembrance 
Day and help to remind us to stop and reflect on all those who have fought 
and dies for our freedom. Thank you also to Head Boy, Jayden, for  

representing the Academy at the local Remembrance Sunday Memorial 
Service. 

Read the latest edition of 

the Coulsdon Chronicle: 

The True Spirit of Christmas 
In Religious Education, students were asked to depict the  

‘True spirit of Christmas’. Isabel and  Avery have produced  
some thoughtful pieces on a Christmas wreath and a  

Christmas gift. 
 

The custom of bringing evergreens home during the winter  
began in the 16th century among northern and eastern  

Europeans — with Germans commonly credited with starting  
the Christmas tree tradition. During this period, pruning  

the tree was a part of the preparation process and used to  
decorate the door of houses. 

 
Gift giving at Christmas is a Christian tradition that is widely  

practiced around the world. However, the practice is not  
something that is exclusive to Christianity, as several other  

religions mark the end of the year with a similar custom, such as 
the Jewish festival of lights, Hanukkah, or the Hindu celebration  

of Pancha Ganapati in honour of Lord Ganesha. 
 

Year 7 creations: Isabel (gifts), Avery (wreath) 

https://www.oasisacademycoulsdon.org/uploaded/Coulsdon/News_and_Events/Half_Termly_Newsletters/2022-2023/Coulsdon_Chronicle/Coulsdon_Chronicle_December_2022.pdf


Jack Petchey Award Winners 

,
 
Year 11 have started the academic year well with their first set of  
mocks. Overall, I have been very proud of their maturity towards  
their exams. Now is the time to tweak things for next time, it honestly  
will not be long until the exams are the “real thing” and so it is so  
important to be prepared.  
 
During my time of being this year groups Head of Year I have loved every  
minute. I cannot believe these mini people who rocked up with blazers too  
big and bags as big as they are, are now grown up Year 11s about to  
embark on their next adventure at college. I told my year group when we  
first met that we will be amazing… and they are proving me right.  
 
Thank you to all parents for your support over the years, it has been a  
pleasure working along side you. Good luck Year 11, I will keep in touch!  
 
Now it is time for me to hand over to Mr Schramm who will do THE MOST  
AMAZING job! Thank you Mr Schramm for taking over my wonderful year group  
at such an important time. 
 

Keep going Year 11, and see you soon! 
English Update 
Mr O’Shea’s Symposium – The weekly seminar for Socratic Debate has been 
well attended this year with 30+ Year 11s attending weekly sessions on such 
intellectual figures as Freud, Dante, Jung, Marx et al.  It serves as a forum for 
topical debate and application of higher metacognitive responses to  
Literature analysis. 
 

The Coulsdon Chronicle – is back and under the Chief Editorship of  
Mr Hadley, and we have many new students who have joined the team.  
They have covered the recent World Cup tournament, National Poetry  
Day, Christmas events, and reviewed the latest music releases. Students  
are demonstrating organisational skills and making important editorial  
decisions about the upcoming edition(s).  
 

Debate Club, chaired by Miss Nel, is thriving and attendance is excellent.   
Many students enjoy discussing topics such as Gender, Electric Vehicles, 
COP27, Climate Change and the war in Ukraine. Students fully participate in 
lively discussions and they also enjoy voting for the topics discussed. 

Hannah 
Garwood 

Hannah was so moved by what had taken place in Ukraine that  
she wanted to independently raise money. Hannah handmade a  
number of items to sell including bracelets, badges and keyrings.  
Hannah sold them tirelessly for a few weeks and raised £80. 

Winner 

Julian  
Lawless 

Julian stopped in the rain to help an elderly man using a walking  
frame who was struggling to cross the road. He stayed with him for 10 
minutes to make sure he was ok. 

Winner 

Alexandra 
Peschkova  

Alexandra has given up her time by helping the Year 7s in the craft 
club at lunchtime, giving them confidence, showing them what to 
do  and assisting with resources, by handing them out and clearing 
them up. Alongside giving support and advice and help to the younger 
year groups after school when thy come to intervention, she is always 
friendly and offering support. 

Winner 

Runner-
Up 

David 
Owusu-
Ansah  

David comes up to the music area at every available opportunity to 
practice the piano.  Over the last few weeks he has joined Orchestra 
to develop his skills despite never playing in a group of this kind  
before.  He has shown dedication, commitment and hard work in doing 
so. 

Runner-
Up 

Imogen 
Pearce 

For being amazing and super supportive with her group during the 
Duke of Edinburgh expedition. She never gave up and pushed her 
group to work to their best of their ability during the expedition. 

We are  

pleased  

to  share  

the Jack  

Petchey Award  

winners and  

runners-up for the  

Autumn Term.  

Winning students  

will get a  

£200 grant to  

spend on a  

school project of  

their choosing. 

Congratulations to  

all winners!  

https://www.oasisacademycoulsdon.org/uploaded/Coulsdon/News_and_Events/Half_Termly_Newsletters/2022-2023/Coulsdon_Chronicle/Coulsdon_Chronicle_December_2022.pdf


Drama Department Rundown 
Year 7 

It has been lovely to meet the new Year 7s and I cannot believe how quickly this term has gone.  

Year 7 are doing so well and have enjoyed their Introduction to Drama they have learnt about  

Clowning and created their own clowning sketches and now we are concentrating on Story Telling.   
 

Year 8 

Year 8 have been developing their Drama knowledge through Master Classes. They have  

discovered Clowning, choreographed Chair Duets and are now putting their skills to the test in  

their scripted pieces. Every group have their own script, students are either acting or designing  

and I am looking forward to seeing them.  
 

Year 9 

Year 9 have been enhancing their understanding of Drama and have been Devising this  

term. Students were given stimuli of various quotes and from their created their own ideas  

for a piece of theatre. Students then scripted, rehearsed, and refined their piece over  

several weeks before performing it. Some students opted to design costumes and so had  

to complete research, create mood boards, and create their initial design ideas before  

their final costume design.  
 

Year 10 

It has been so wonderful to teach Year 10 this term, I have thoroughly enjoyed it and I  

know Ms Levitt has as well. They have been working on their two chosen extracts from  

the play Things I Know To Be True which they can choose to do either on their own  

(monologue), in a pair (duologue) or a group. Students have learnt Vocal Vortex a way  

to experiment with their vocal skills to discover the “right” way for them to deliver the lines.  

I have enjoyed seeing their creativity and imagination come to life. 
 

Year 11 

Their Devised pieces were completed on 12th October and they have since then been  

concentrating on their Logs. This has been put to one side so that we can concentrate on  

their Texts in Practice which will be their next exam in the New year. 
 

Connections 

Drama students in year 10 have volunteered to take part in the exciting opportunity to be part of  

National Theatre Connections Programme. Each year the National Theatre commissions ten  

new plays for young people to perform, bringing together some of the UK's most exciting writers  

with the theatre-makers of tomorrow. Every year, 300 youth theatre companies and over 6,000  

young people from every corner of the UK produce a National Theatre Connections play. We have  

read the script (several times) auditioned and now successfully cast A Stranger Like Me. We meet  

every Tuesday, and this is one of the highlights of my day. Later this academic year the Connections  

Cast will be performing at Theatre Peckham, and I hope you will come along to watch.  
 

Matilda! 

Another year, another show… this year’s Production is Matilda! It was brilliant to see so many at  
auditions on 25th November. We are now rehearsing on Fridays. Don’t worry if you missed auditions,  
you can still be part of it. Letters were issued on Friday 9th December.  

Next Steps to Success 
On Friday 30th September, we welcomed a range of professionals to support 
Year 11 students regarding their next steps. A number of students were put 
through their paces when they experienced one-2-one interviews conducted 
by HR professionals from Lubbock Fine Accountancy Firm. While other  
students had the opportunity to hear from the University of Surrey who  
delivered workshops on Post 16 applications, LSBU Technical College 
providing students with information on how they can access T Levels in  
Engineering, Health and Business and Serious about Youth covering  
information on Apprenticeships.   
 
In the final session of the day, students participated in a panelled discussion 
and were able to hear from a Human Resource Manager, a Design Manager 
from an Engineering Company, a Marketing Manager, a profession careers 
coach and a graduate engineer.   
 
"Today has helped me find out what I really want to do. I have found a good 
college that have engineering courses. Thank you.” Amine - Year 11 



Oasis World Cup 
The PE team organised our very own world 

cup tournament over the course of one week 
every lunchtime in the sports hall. 

Over 200 students took part in the tournament, 
representing 16 countries of the world cup in 
Qatar. Managers were from Year 10 and 11, 
and an amazing group of volunteers helped 

the PE team run the competition all week. 

Each day there was theme at lunch to raise 
awareness of: men’s health (Movember), the 

Rainbow Laces (LGBTQ+), Show Racism the  
Red Card (FA) and This Girl Can (Sport  

England). 

The 16 teams were placed into 4 groups of 4 
and played a group stage which led to the 

finals at the end of the week. 

One common theme that ran every day was 
the Oasis 9 Habits. This involved students 
being awarded Habit points for their teams 
through the showing of the 9 Habits.  One 

team from each group was sent to the finals 
on their habit points they collected, and a  

strict code of conduct was expected by all  
the players and spectators. 

Our overall World Cup winners were  
Uruguay who beat Wales 2-0 in the final,  

and the World Cup Habits final was won by 
Belgium who beat Australia 1-0. 

Jake (England) and Skye (Uruguay)  
won the Golden Habits award  

for the tournament. 

Christmas Carol 

Service 
With thanks to Ms Richardson & Ms Laurent for the 2022 Carol Service 

On Tuesday 13th December an idyllic scene was set as snow had fallen  
and covered the ground and trees in an iridescent white glow. We arrived  
at the church for our first Carol Service in three years to celebrate  
Christmas and the end of the calendar year. After a long interval  
between this year’s service and the previous, we were not  
disappointed. 

Our students were on top form as they performed a variety of  
musical items to the delighted audience, including songs by the 
Year 7 Choir, Ave Maria by Kenya, & Zoe, Holly Jolly  
Christmas by the Year 9 Band, and a medley from the  
Academy orchestra.  Congregational Carols filled the air  

as everyone came together to celebrate. 

We were also invited to listen to the nativity story, read  
by Principal, Catrin Green, Head of the FOAC, Claire  
Taylor, Student Leaders, Lexie & Jayden, and Leader of  
Faith Club, Ben Shiells. This, along with the sermon from  
Rev. Paul Roberts was a great opportunity for us all to reflect on  
what this time of year means to us. 

We would like to thank everyone who attended in support despite  
the cold and icy conditions, all of the students who gave up their  
time to rehearse and perform on the night, Rev. Paul Roberts for  
allowing us to celebrate in St John’s, but most of all, we would like to  
thank Ms Richardson and Ms Laurent who pulled everything together. 



Geography Round-up Ms Kavanagh, Ms McDermott, & Mr Simmonds 

Students in the Geography department have been studying the topics below this term: 
 

 
 

Throughout lessons students have explored various countries from Antarctica to Afghanistan as 
well as the UK. Year 11 students have completed a fieldwork trip to Stratford as well as their first 
set of mock exams. In the spring term Year 9 students are invited to attend a trip to Kew  
Gardens, more details to follow. Year 11 students have been invited to attend a lecture regarding 
their upcoming GCSE exams in March. Please sign your child up to these trips as soon as  
details are made available so we can secure tickets. We used to run this trip pre-COVID and the 
students gain so much from the lecture, not only to help them prepare for each of the three 
GCSE papers, but also to gain an understanding of what a lecture is like as a university student. 
 

In the summer term we are taking Year 7 on a fieldwork trip to a river, Year 8 to the coast, and 
Year 10 will be completing their GCSE fieldwork in Eastbourne; dates and letters will be sent 
home shortly. 
 

We are pleased to share some great examples of student work this term to the right. 

 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 

Autumn 1 Geography of 
the UK and 
Beyond 

Population &  
Urbanisation 

Interconnectedness The Changing Economic  
World – Nigeria and Jamaica 

Autumn 2 Social and  
Economic  
Development 

Cold Environments Future Threats The Changing Economic 
World - UK 

,  
 
Dear Parents, Carers and Students, 

 

This term has flown by, and watching the students mature and grow (most are taller than 
me now!), has been an absolute pleasure. We have covered so much in mentor time 
and assemblies this term. From workshops on My Future Finances delivered by  
volunteers from the Chartered Insurance Institute where students learnt about debit 
cards, debt, and student loans, to discussions about human rights, racism, careers and 
much more. 

 

As I write this newsletter, we are currently organising our reward event of a Christmas 
film with popcorn, crisps and drinks for Monday 12

th
 December. I am blown away by  

the amount of students that have qualified for this reward event. Year 8 are often first  
or second place for merits and attendance and they thoroughly deserve this reward  
for all their hard work this term. 

 

In this season of giving and receiving gifts, technology is often at the top of our  
children’s wish list. Below are some internet safety web links to help you protect  
your child online: 

NSPCC– Online Safety 

NSPCC– Preventing Online Abuse 

Safer Internet Advice Centre 

 
I would like to thank Year 8 mentors, Ms Goodman, Ms Hooper, Ms Poku,  
Ms Tonks, Ms Dadswell, Ms Achillea, Ms Kenison, Ms James, Ms John,  
Ms McDermott, and Ms Booth for all their help and support with Year 8  
students this year.  

 
Students - Have a lovely Christmas break, enjoy time with family and friends  
and get lots of rest so we come back in January raring to learn! 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Ms Kavanagh 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/talking-your-child-staying-safe-online/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers


 

This first half term seems to have flown by and I cannot believe that we are now 

approaching the Christmas break.  For Year 7, 8 and 9 they have completed the 

first module of their rotation, and in the workshops we have see some amazing 

creative outcomes. 

Year 7 Animal Desk Tidy 

When Year 7 entered the workshops for the first time they can be overwhelmed 

with the use of both hand and power tools, but after an intensive two weeks of 

training they were chomping at the bit to get on and design and make their  

animal pencil holders. Well done to the first group this year, and the  

photographs just show some of the amazing pieces that have been produced. 

Year 8 Clock Project 

When we talk about creativity and imagination then Year 8 has got this.   

They have been a pleasure to teach in the workshop and their final  

outcomes have been of shop quality. We are striving to achieve the  

highest standards and these two groups have shot for the stars. Well  

done and I am sure that you are proud of your work and enjoy displaying  

their designs at home.   

Year 9 Train Assignment 

Year 9 is the highlight of the KS3 programme as students get to design  

and make a push along toy. This project is the culmination of all their  

skills and allows them to be creative. In the construction of their design  

they develop some very complex construction skills which is a  

fantastic foundation for them if they choose to continue in KS4. 

GCSE Classes 

Year 10 students are busy creating their two practical assignments  

which must be completed prior to them creating the final GCSE piece  

at the end of the academic year. They have been experimenting with  

CAD-CAM and creating some beautiful designs on top of their  

storage boxes– another skill to add to their set. 

Year 11 have been working hard to build up their design folders as  

well as prepare for the next set of mock exams. We are very proud  

of how well they did in the first set of mocks and no they are hot on  

the tails of last years cohort to achieve even greater final results.  

Languages Update 
Our students have been incredibly busy in their French,  

German and Spanish lessons this term. They have been  

working on a variety of skills and have been having fun with 

dictation activities, ‘one pen, one dice’ mania and sentence 

stealers! Our Year 11 students prepared well for their mock 

examinations and their commitment to their language learning 

is fantastic. 

We really enjoyed celebrating ‘The European Day of  

Languages’ at the Academy on Monday 26th September. It 

was a fun packed day of language activities – we started with a 

whole school Kahoot quiz on the languages of James Bond. 

Language lessons tested the students’ knowledge of other  

languages and their ability to make inference and links to work 

out translations. We also held a ‘Great European Bake Off’ 

competition and it was an absolute delight to see how talented 

our students are. We had delicious, traditional family recipes 

and amazingly creative designs. 

During the lunch break we held a bake sale and raised £111 for 

Macmillan Cancer Support. 

Many congratulations to all our students for learning so much 

about the culture of the languages they are studying! 

Year 7 Animal Desk Tidy 

Year 8 Clock Project 

Year 9 Train Assignment 

Year 10 Storage Boxes 



Spring Term 2023 

• Tuesday 3rd January: INSET 

Day  

• Wednesday 4th January: First 

day of Spring Term 

• Monday 13th - Friday 17th February:  

Half Term 

• Friday 31st March: Last day of Spring 

Term 

• Monday 3rd - Friday 14th April: Easter 

Holidays 
 

Summer Term 2023 

• Monday 17th April: First day of Summer 

Term 

• Monday 1st May: Bank Holiday 

• Monday 29th - Friday 2nd June: Half Term 

• Friday 23rd June: INSET Day 

• Tuesday 25th July: Last day of Summer 

Term 

 

Autumn Term 2023 

• Friday 1st September: INSET Day 

• Monday 4th September: First Day of  

Autumn Term 

• Friday 20th October: INSET Day 

• Monday 23rd October– Friday 3rd  

November: Half Term 

• Wednesday 20th December: Last day of 

Autumn Term 

• Tuesday 2nd January: INSET Day 

• Wednesday 3rd January: First Day of 

Spring Term 2024 

Our 2022-2023, and 2023-

2024 Term Dates are  

available to view on our 

website. Click on the below 

link to view downloadable 

copies. 

Term Dates 

https://www.oasisacademycoulsdon.org/academy-life/term-dates


Merry Christmas 


